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PREFACE

The series India’'s Foreign Relations is a compendium of
official documents showcasing, as the name implies, India’s
foreign relations. It is an annual publication, first launched in
March 2005 in cooperation with the Ministry of External Affairs
coinciding with the publication of the documents for the year
2004. The External Affairs Minister released the first volume
at an official function. Appreciating the idea, he desired that
it should not only be brought out regularly in future but efforts
be made to bring out similar volumes for the previous years
too. In follow up, in March 2006, the compendium for the
year 2005 made its appearance and in October of the same
year the volume for 2003 came out of the press. To maintain
the regularity and punctuality of the series, the volume for
2006 was issued in March 2007. Going backward the present
volume is now the fifth in the series.

The developments in India — Pakistan relations in 2001
particularly the terrorist attacks on the Kashmir Assembly in
October and the Indian Parliament on December 13, cast
their ominous shadow on 2002. India has been a victim of
terrorism for a long time. New Delhi was dismayed that its
efforts to convince the international community at large on
the need for a joint action against this scourge had not drawn
the desired response. 9/11 did bring about a change but
from India’s perspective, not enough. In the face of the
American demand that Pakistan cooperate (or else....) to
eliminate the Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan, it was quick to realize
that the Taliban game in Kabul was up and did not take time
to drop them. It did an about-turn and took on the role of a
front-line state in fight against the Al Qaeda in return for
millions of dollars of military and economic aid. This served
to strengthen Pakistan militarily thereby disturbing the
balance of power in a delicately poised region. In a big show
of ‘sincerity’ that it meant business in the fight against



terrorism, President Musharraf in a dramatic nationally
televised speech of January 12 banned a couple of militant
outfits operating from Pakistan and announced some other
measures for the control of fundamentalist activities. The USA
was propitiated. But India was disappointed since it did not
find enough evidence on the ground of Islamabad’s sincerity
in withholding support to the fundamentalists and terrorist
groups/organizations who continued to operate against India
as before. Pakistan continued to stone wall Indian demand
that the 20 criminals charged with committing heinous crimes
in this country be punished and fourteen of them who were
not Pakistani nationals be handed over to it. New Delhi had
no reason to feel satisfied with the half-hearted measures
announced by President Musharraf and termed them mere
rhetoric. The fact of the matter was that the United States
condemned all terrorist acts emanating from any source
nominally but, in operational terms, concentrated its energies
against the Al Qaeda and vulnerable areas of its concern
alone. Essentially its response was narrowly addressed in
South Asia and limited to Afghanistan. As long as Pakistan
was prepared to play ball to sub-serve the American interests,
the United States turned a blind eye to what Pakistan was
up to in Jammu and Kashmir or elsewhere in India. Musharraf
was happy at the success of his strategy that was well
received and applauded in the USA as courageous steps to
fight terrorism.

The terrorist attack on the Indian Parliament was the proverbial
straw that broke the camel's back. India withdrew its High
Commissioner in Islamabad. It cut its staff strength in
Islamabad to the barest minimum and asked Pakistan to do
likewise in New Delhi. That marked a dramatic escalation in
New Delhi’'s diplomatic offensive. Over- flights of Pakistani
aircraft were suspended. The Lahore-New Delhi bus service
and the train services between the two countries were
discontinued. In the largest troop movement since the 1971



Bangladesh conflict, about a million Indian troops were
mobilized all along the India-Pakistan border and the LOC. In
May, to express its annoyance and frustration at terrorist attack
at Kaluchak in J & K, New Delhi asked Pakistan to recall its
High Commissioner back home.

In the face of Indian determination to isolate Pakistan,
Islamabad sought to soften the Indian stand by projecting
an appearance of reasonableness in the eyes of the
international community. India refused to be propitiated by
pretense alone. Islamabad’s feelers for meetings on the
sidelines of the SAARC Summit in Kathmandu in January
2002 met with little response from New Delhi. To break the
ice, President Musharraf at the end of his speech at the
plenary of the Summit, walked up to the Indian Prime Minister
at the high table and extended his hand for a shake. The
latter out of courtesy did not disappoint him. However, no
formal meeting between the two could take place.

As pointed out above, in his speech of January 12 President
Musharraf did promise to the international community certain
measures to control fundamentalist forces in the country and
banned a couple of religious extremist outfits. India however
was distressed to note his promise of “moral and political
support to the Kashmir movement”. There was no change in
the Pakistani official position that the violence perpetrated
by the Pakistan based terrorist organizations was an
“indigenous movement” for the right of self-determination to
determine their future. It was also evident that Pakistani ban
on terrorist outfits was not applicable to Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir or to the semi-autonomous tribal areas bordering
Afghanistan. This enabled the militant organizations to shift
their infrastructure and cadres to these areas. Continued
terrorist attacks from across the Line of Control proved Indian
apprehensions right that “moral and diplomatic support” was
a licence to the fundamentalist forces to enjoy a free run of
the place.
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This widening gulf in India — Pakistan relations came at a
time when the United States’ operations in Afghanistan were
at their peak. Washington was concerned at the deterioration
of relations between the two important countries of the region
where its military was involved in hot pursuit of the Al Qaeda.
Unfortunately, Washington made no efforts to condition its
economic and military aid to Pakistan on verifiable measures
to rein in terrorist activity against India. On the other hand,
India insisted that because of Islamabad’s continued support
to terrorist organizations, the US declare Pakistan a Terrorist
State.

The failure of the US to restrain Pakistan encouraged it to
take advantage of the fluid situation to pursue its ambitions
in Jammu and Kashmir more aggressively. With the two
armies positioned eyeball-to eyeball along the border, the
international community was apprehensive of a wider conflict.
To cap it all, the US intelligence assessment suggested that
the chance of war between the two-nuclear armed South
Asian states was greater now than at any time since 1971
with the possibility of the use of nuclear weapons. In April
Musharraf in an interview with the German newsmagazine
Der Spiegel had said “in an emergency even the atom bomb
can also be considered.” Meanwhile there was no let up in
terrorist attacks on targets in India involving the killing of
innocent civilians. In March, a terrorist suicide squad entered
the important shrine of Raghunath temple in Jammu killing
eight devotees. In May, terrorists struck again at a military
camp near Kaluchak in which 32 people were killed and 43
wounded. This enraged the Prime Minister to send a very
clear warning to Islamabad that India’s patience should not
be taken as its weakness. He warned of a “decisive battle” if
Pakistan failed to control the cross border terrorist attacks.
Unfortunately, the continued sponsorship of cross border
terrorism was reflective of the compulsive hostility towards
India that was seen ingrained in Pakistani psyche not
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withstanding the Pakistani rhetoric and professions to the
contrary since the January 12 speech of President Musharraf.

The heightened Indo-Pakistan tension was a cause for
concern to the West. As pointed out above, its anxiety was
two fold: both were armed with nuclear weapons and the
West was itself engaged in military operations against the
Al Qaeda in Afghanistan next door. It was keen to avoid any
trouble so close to the area of its operation. This sent the
western leaders scurrying to the sub-continent several times
during the year. The British Prime Minister was in New Delhi
in January; Foreign Secretary Jack Straw came thrice, in
February, May and July; Foreign Policy Advisor David
Manning in July; Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon also in July.
On the American side, Secretary of State Colin Powell came
in January and again in July. In the month of June both Deputy
Secretary of State Armitage and Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld were in New Delhi; Assistant Secretary of State
Rocca was in New Delhi in May and September. The
Presidential Special Envoy for Afghanistan Zalmay Khalizad
came in March. What is noteworthy is that in January-
February at the peak of the crisis the British Prime Minister,
his Defence Secretary and the US Secretary of State were
all in New Delhi. Again in July after the terrorist worst attack
in Jammu, when the tension was at its peak, the US Secretary
of State, British Foreign Secretary, the British Defence
Secretary and Foreign Policy Advisor to the British Prime
Minister rushed to New Delhi to defuse the crisis.

The British were more forthright in condemning and pinning
the blame for terrorist attacks on Pakistan than the Americans.
Prime Minister Blair, in the Joint Statement during his January
visit to New Delhi, described terrorism as “an attack on the
human rights and civil liberties of the citizens of the world”
and condemned “all acts of terrorism whatever the
motivation”. The Joint Statement rejected “the arguments of
those who attempt to justify terrorism, which in all forms must
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be condemned unambiguously and eradicated wherever it
exists.” The United States, on the other hand, dependent as
it was on Pakistan for its fight against the Al Qaeda in
Afghanistan, took a more benign attitude. It was prepared to
give disproportionate credence to Pakistani protestations to
control cross border terrorism. On the ground India remained
victim of repeated acts of terrorism from across the border.
India would not accept the American argument that terrorism
emanating from Al Qaeda, which potentially threatened their
security, needed higher priority than what India faced from
across the border and therefore could wait until the
international threat was dealt with.

On May 22 the Indian Foreign Secretary sent a strong
message to Islamabad through the outgoing Pakistani High
Commissioner when he made his farewell call on her. He
was told that “our leadership had taken several significant
initiatives to put bilateral relations on a path that would lead
to peace and friendship and cooperation between the two
countries and that achieving this objective had been the
common strand that underlined all our initiatives whether
they were the composite dialogue initiatives, or the Lahore
or Agra Summit level meetings.” It was conveyed to him “once
Pakistan’s leadership is able to discern the obvious benefits
of a peaceful and cooperative relationship with India and it
gives up the path of violence then a climate conducive for
good neighbourly ties could be established.”

India took the first step towards easing the crisis on June 10
when it announced the removal of restrictions on Pakistani
aircraft over-flying the Indian territory. It was India’s hope
that Pakistan would react positively and give concrete proof
of its good intentions to control the activities of terrorists. But
it did not take long for India to be disappointed. On July 13,
the Pakistani terrorists struck in Jammu killing 25 and injuring
21 some of them critically. A disappointed Home Minister
told Parliament on July 16 that India would tackle the menace
of terrorism on its own and it also recognized that all countries
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acted in their own national interest. Advani was expressing
his disappointment with the USA particularly, since it had
failed to bring sufficient pressure on Pakistan to rein in the
fundamentalist forces. India’s proposal for joint India-Pakistan
patrolling of the LOC did not find much favour with either
Pakistan or the West. Nevertheless, the United States
conveyed to India that Musharraf had assured them that he
would not allow the use of Pakistani territory for terrorist
activity against India. New Delhi remained skeptical. It failed
to find any evidence of action on the ground in support of
Pakistani protestations.

In the meantime New Delhi made an assessment of the
deployment of the armed forces along the international
border. The National Security Advisory Board recommended
that “as the armed forces had, “with great distinction, achieved
the objectives assigned to them, thus upholding all the
traditions of the Indian military, they now be asked to re-
deploy”. Accordingly, the Cabinet Committee on Security at
its meeting on October 16 decided on the redeployment of
the troops at forward positions along the international border
with Pakistan without impairing their capacity to respond
decisively to any emergency. While doing so, it was
announced that as far as the LOC in Jammu and Kashmir
was concerned status quo would be maintained. It was
decided not to “break diplomatic bread” with Pakistan until
Pakistan ceased supporting terrorist activities from its soil.
Earlier India had while removing curbs on Pakistani over-
flights had also withdrawn warships from forward locations
in the Arabian Sea. These decisions taken by New Delhi
independently and unilaterally despite Pakistani
intransigence were greatly appreciated by the international
community, as proof of Indian sincerity to promote peace
and tranquility in the region.

As the year was closing India was distressed to note that
Pakistan had released some of the well known terrorists like
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Masood Azhar of Jaish-e-Mohammad, an organization which
was banned even in Pakistan, and Hafiz Saeed of the
Lashkar-e-Toiba. Besides New Delhi noted that the banned
terrorist organizations were being allowed to operate under
new names, hold their annual conventions and continue their
publication programme. New Delhi regretted that while well
established democratic leaders were not allowed to contest
the elections, many who were linked even to banned
organizations were allowed and charges against several of
them withdrawn to facilitate their participation in the
manipulated eletions. To everyone’s chagrin Musharraf had
even amended the electoral law relating to educational
gualifications to enable the fundamentalists to run for the
elections. To be a candidate for the provincial assemblies, a
college degree was mandated. But to accommodate the
clerics, holding dubious degrees from the madrassas, it was
deemed sufficient for the electoral purpose.

As would be observed, despite India taking several actions
to defuse the tension in India-Pakistan relations, there was
no noticeable improvement in Pakistan’s attitude to cross-
border terrorism or its support to organizations promoting
and perpetrating violent incidents in India. This impacted the
functioning of the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation. The programmes adopted at the 11" Summit
made no progress thanks to Pakistan’s foot dragging. The
negotiations for SAPTA and SAFTA could not be completed
as contemplated because Pakistan sought repeated
postponement of dates for the meetings. This necessitated
the postponement of the 12" annual SAARC Summit in
Islamabad.

The vitiated atmosphere of India-Pakistan relations indeed
restricted India’s foreign relations with other countries.
Sensitizing the world community to Pakistan’s activities
became its principal concern. It was particularly so in relations
to the United States, the UK and the EU. Concern for internal
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security and suffering of innocent victims of terrorism led to
neglect in the development of bilateral relations in other
sectors. Similarly India’s preoccupation with Pakistan created
vacuum in relations with important regions particularly Africa
and Central and South America where interaction got
reduced to the minimum.

Outside of the subcontinent, but in extended neighbourhood,
India for some time had been trying to reinvent itself by forging
closer relations with the countries of the region. India’s
civilizational links with the countries of the Southeast Asia
go back to over a millennium. The cross-fertilization of human
experience and the spiritual interaction has left an indelible
mark on the religion, art, architecture, language and culture
of these countries. India has maritime borders with Thailand,
and Indonesia. India’s Andaman islands are very close to
some of the countries of Southeast Asia. With the expansion
of ASEAN in recent years, India moved even closer. It shares
a land border of about 1600 kilometres with Myanmar. India’s
political and economic interaction had intensified with the
countries of the region in recent years. India became a
Sectoral Dialogue Partner of the ASEAN in 1992, a full
dialogue partner in 1995 and a member of the Asian Regional
Forum in 1996. In November 2002 India started the process
of Summit level dialogue with the ASEAN. Earlier at the first
ASEAN - India Economic Ministers’ Consultation held on
September 15, 2002 at Brunei's Darussalam an India —
ASEAN Regional Trade and Investment Area as a long-term
objective was adopted. Besides, it was also decided to set
up an ASEAN - India Task Force on Economic Linkages to
prepare a draft Framework Agreement to enhance ASEAN
— India economic cooperation. The Prime Minister described
the first India — ASEAN Summit in November a “watershed
in our efforts at closer integration with our eastern
neighbourhood” and a logical corollary to our “Look East”

policy.
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The first CICA Summit Conference held in Almaty in June
was a serious attempt to promote confidence building
measures among the Asian countries to promote peace and
security in the region. At the Conference Prime Minister
Vajpayee was at pains to draw the attention of the participants
to the menace of terrorism “sustained by religious extremism”,
which he pointed out had emerged as the “biggest enemy of
peace, security, democracy and multi-religious societies in Asia
and around the world”. It was a source of great satisfaction for
India that in the CICA Declaration adopted at the Conference
there was complete support for the efforts to combat terrorism.
It said the “fight against terrorism should be global,
comprehensive and sustained, and not selective or
discriminatory and should avoid applying double standards.”

In the East Asian region relations with China remained buoyant.
Significantly the Prime Minister in his banquet speech on
January 14 for the visiting Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji noted:
“Itis a sign of our shared cultural legacy and of the maturity of
our relations that we can successfully move ahead on all areas
of our bilateral cooperation, while sustaining a continuous
dialogue to address our differences.” The External Affairs
Minister during his visit to China while promoting bilateral
economic and trade relations, was at pains to convey to the
Chinese the menace that terrorism was causing to the civil
societies and to democratic institutions through the
disproportionate power of destruction. He regretted that the
“oxygen of publicity” gave “terrorism a degree of survivability”.

Terrorism dominated the India — European Union Summit in
Copenhagen in October. At the Summit, there was a clear
recognition that among the commonalities between the two
“the obvious ones being democracy and shared values and
the combat against terrorism and the desire to enhance their
political dialogue as well as commercial cooperation.” India
emphasized “dialogue and cross-border terrorism can’'t go
together and “if we were to accept that they go together then
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terrorist activity becomes a lever in the negotiating process.
This is something which would not be acceptable”. India
called upon the international community to continue to put
pressure on Pakistan to give up terrorism as an instrument
of state policy and reiterated that New Delhi would “be ready
for a dialogue on all the issues including Jammu and Kashmir
it this requirement is met.”

As pointed out above, the United Kingdom along with the
United States remained busy in dousing the fire of terrorism
sponsored by Pakistan. Russia on the other hand while
endorsing India’s stand on terrorism, took substantive steps
to enhance bilateral cooperation in diverse fields. President
Putin visited India in December for the annual Summit
meeting, as part of the understanding reached in October
2000. Apart from the unprecedented number of bilateral
Statements, three in number in any single visit of a head of
a state/government — Delhi Declaration on further
consolidation of strategic partnership, Joint Declaration on
strengthening economic, scientific and technological
cooperation and Joint Statement on the visit — four
agreements/MoUs were signed. Among the last group of
documents, the most important was the MoU on cooperation
on combating terrorism. The defence cooperation between
the two now transcended buyer-seller relationship and
included joint research, development and production of
defence related equipment. The state-of-the-art Brahmos
missile is a product of joint Indian and Russian research
and production arrangement.

The developments in Afghanistan and Afghan initiative for
national reconciliation, economic reconstruction, and
rebuilding of Afghan institutions was fully endorsed by the
two sides (Russia and India) and they assured Afghanistan
of their full support in its reconstruction. Separately, to
underline it commitment to Afghanistan’s reconstruction,
India committed a financial package of US $ 100 million.
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Out of this amount US $ 21.5 millions were converted into
grant besides a $ 10 million as budgetary support. India’s
programme essentially focused on: (a) providing immediate
humanitarian relief in the field of health, (b) building
institutional strengths of the government machinery, (c) offer
project and commodity assistance in priority sectors of
Health, Education, Civil Aviation, Information Technology,
Industrial Development, Public Transport, Agriculture and
Training, and (d) synergise with international efforts to meet
the requirements of the Afghan Interim Administration.

In West Asia, India supported the Saudi Peace proposals
for a durable peace in the region. On Iraq, India made its
position amply clear at international gatherings. These were
four fold: 1) No unilateralism, but only UN action. 2) Iraq
should comply with UN Resolutions. 3) Sanctions should be
lifted in tandem with full and effective compliance of this. 4)
avoidance of military conflict and seeking solutions through
peaceful means. To India’s satisfaction the Iragi Government
appreciated the Indian stand.

Over the years the Indian diaspora had grown in size and
financial and cyber power in many countries particularly the
United States. Individually and through community
associations many of them have come to play a major role
in promoting Indian interests in various fields including
political. At the same time, they have been more vociferously
articulating their expectations from the mother country and
also their problems in India. Their achievements abroad and
problems at home were neglected for much too long. The
sterling role that the community played in the wake of
sanctions imposed on India for going nuclear in 1998, brought
home to the Government of India the realization that this
constituency, properly nurtured, could be a useful instrument
of Indian foreign policy. Conversely, it became incumbent on
New Delhi to ensure that their problems back home were
taken care of and their expectations met.
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In a major initiative in this direction, the Government of India
had set up, in September 2000, a High Level Committee to
prepare a comprehensive report on the Indian Diaspora
informing the Indian public of their achievements, sensitizing
it of their problems and their expectations from the mother
country. It was asked to propose a new policy framework for
creating a more conducive environment in India to leverage
this invaluable human resource. The Committee submitted
its report to the Prime Minister on January 8, 2002. Its sector
wise recommendations covered many fields such as culture,
investments, tourism, education, health, media, science and
technology, philanthropy, etc. After due deliberations, the
Government of India announced on October 24, 2002 its
acceptance of the recommendations of the High Level
Committee. It announced simultaneously the decision to
celebrate ‘Pravasi Bharatiya Divas’ (Indian Diaspora Day)
annually on January 9 (coinciding with the return of Mahatma
Gandhi to India from South Africa) in “recognition and
appreciation of the constructive economic, political and
philanthropic role played by the Diaspora” starting from 2003.

The five hundred and seven documents in this compendium
are overwhelming proof of the determining factor that
Pakistan-supported terrorism played in the conduct of India’s
foreign relations during the year. Pakistan’s ingenuity in
describing the terrorist menace as “indigenous struggle for
freedom” deceived no one. On the contrary, it exposed
Pakistan’s support for cross border terrorism while pretending
to fight the war against terrorism in Afghanistan as a front
line state in concert with the United States. Unfortunate as it
was the ingenuity did pay Islamabad the dividend with the
Afghanistan-centric policy of the USA in that it was rewarded
with billions of dollars as military and economic aid besides
being applauded for its dubious efforts.

Given the all inclusive nature of external relations today, unlike
in the past, a large number of agreements and other
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documents on diverse fields/subjects like health, education,
environment, energy, science and technology, agriculture,
trade and finance are concluded with a view to sharing
knowledge and experience among nations. Hence the
number of documents that are signed has grown
tremendously over the years. These documents constitute
an important element in promoting political understanding
and therefore an integral part of the bilateral relationship.
But in order to keep the volume of the compendium within
reasonable limits, it has not been found possible to include
all of them here. Included here are the Treaties/agreements/
MoUs relevant to the conduct of political relations by the
Ministry of External Affairs. Since energy and environment
have become part of the foreign policy discourse, documents
relating to these subjects have also been included to the
extent possible. However, in the case of neighbouring
countries it has been my effort to make the collection as
comprehensive as possible. To that extent in the case of
neighbours agreements of varied nature have been included.

The completion of this volume needed the cooperation and
help of several officers of the Ministry of External Affairs and
this | received in abundance from most of them. | would like
to express my gratitude to them without naming them
individually, since they are too many. However, | take the
liberty of naming two of them, M/S Navtej Singh Sarna and
Narinder Singh, whose help was invaluable. Thank you, Sir.
Shri TCA Rangachari, as in the past, was a great help in
fine-tuning the above write up. My thanks to him. However,
while acknowledging their help, I must remain fully
responsible for any deficiencies and inadequacies that may
be found in the work.

New Delhi, Avtar Singh Bhasin
1 August, 2007
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Special Envoy of the Japanese Prime Minister.
New Delhi, October 22, 2002.
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KOREA, DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF

214. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on
Humanitarian Assistance to Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea.
New Delhi, September 5, 2002.

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF

215. Interview of External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh with
Dr. Thok Kyu Limb of Diplomacy Magazine.
Seoul, April 4, 2002.

LAOS

216. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India
and the Government of Lao People’s Democratic Republic
on Mutual Cooperation on Drug Demand Reduction and
Prevention of lllicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances and Related Matters.
Vientiane, November 6, 2002.

217. Joint Statement issued on the visit of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee to Laos.
Vientiane, November 8, 2002.

218. Statement by Prime Minster Atal Bihari Vajpayee to the
Indian Media at the end of his visit to Cambodia and Laos.
Bangkok, November 8, 2002.

MALAYSIA

219. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs giving gist
of the telephonic conversation between Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad on the situation in the region.
New Delhi, June 20, 2002.

220. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of
External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha to Malaysia.
New Delhi, September 27,2002.

221. Opening Statement by External Affairs Minister Yashwant
Sinha at the third meeting of India-Malaysia Joint
Commission.

Kuala Lumpur, September 27, 2002.
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MYANMAR

222.
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Press Release on the reestablishment Consulates General
in India and Myanmar.
New Delhi, January 25, 2002.

Reaction of Official Spokesperson to the lifting of restrictions
on Aung San Suu Kyi.
New Delhi, May 6, 2002.
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Media Briefing by Additional Secretary (South) Ministry of
External Affairs Shrimati S. Tripathi on the visit of Prime
Minister to Singapore.

New Delhi, April 6, 2002.

Statement by Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee before
his departure for Singapore and Cambodia.
New Delhi, April 7, 2002.

Speech of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the
Singapore — India Business Forum.
Singapore, April 8, 2002.

Speech of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the banquet
hosted in his honour by Prime Minister of Singapore Goh
Chok Tong.

Singapore, April 8, 2002.

Annual Singapore Lecture - 2002 by Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee on India’s Perspectives on ASEAN and the
Asia Pacific Region.

Singapore, April 9, 2002.

Interview of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee with News
Asia TV programme.
Singapore, April 9, 2002.

Statement by Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee issued
on return to New Delhi from his visits to Cambodia and
Singapore.

New Delhi, April 11, 2002.
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231. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
formation of a Joint Study Group for a possible India-
Singapore Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement.

New Delhi, May 14, 2002.

TAIWAN

232. Agreement between the India — Taipei Association in Taipei
and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Center in New Delhi
on the Promotion and Protection of Investments.
Taipei, October 17, 2002.

233.  Unilateral Declaration by the Government of India for Protection
of Investments made by Investors from Taiwan in India.
New Delhi, November 28, 2002.

TIMOR-LESTE

234. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit
of Minister of State Omar Abdullah to East Timor.
New Delhi, May 20, 2002.

235. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador V.K. Nambiar in the Security Council on the
Situation in East Timor.

New York, August 13, 2002.

236. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador V.K. Nambiar in the Security Council on the
Situation in Timor-Leste.

New York, November 14, 2002.
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237. Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on
the visit of His Royal Highness Prince Ulukalala Lavaka Ata,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Tonga.
New Delhi, May 22, 2002.

VIETNAM
238. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on relations with
Vietnam.

New Delhi, March 19, 2002.
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SECTION - IV
(iv) CENTRAL AND WEST ASIA

DEVELOPMENTS IN WEST ASIA AND PALESTINE
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244,
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246.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
situation in the Middle East.
New Delhi, January 21, 2002.

Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador Kamlesh Sharma in the Security Council on
the Situation in the Middle East including the Palestine
Question.

New Delhi, February 26, 2002.

Statement by Official Spokesperson on India’s Reaction to
the Saudi Arabian Peace Proposal for the Middle East.
New Delhi, March 6, 2002.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of
External Affairs of the Republic of India and the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States.

Cairo, March 6, 2002.

Reaction of the Official Spokesperson to the developments
in the Middle East.
New Delhi, March 11, 2002.

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN
A.Gopinathan in the emergency session of the UN Security
Council on the situation in the Middle East including the
Palestinian Question.

New York, March 29, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs expressing
grave concern at deteriorating situation in the Middle East.
New Delhi, April 1, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs expressing
concern at the situation in the Middle East.
New Delhi, April 3, 2002.
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Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs regarding
call by the Special Envoy of President Arafat on Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

New Delhi, April 3, 2002.

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN
A. Gopinathan in the meeting of the UN Security Council on
the situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian
Question.

New York, April 3, 2002.

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN
A. Gopinathan in the Security Council on the Situation in
the Middle East including the Palestine Question.

New York, April 9, 2002.

Response of Official Spokesperson to a question on India’s
role in defusing the crisis in Middle East.
New Delhi, April 16, 2002.

Press Statement of the Ministry of External Affairs calling
for immediate end to Israeli incursions into Palestine.
New Delhi, April 18, 2002.

Statement by Acting Permanent Representative at the UN
A. Gopinathan in the Security Council on the Situation in
the Middle East including the Question of Palestine .

New York, April 18, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
meeting of External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh with Arab
Ambassadors resident in Delhi.

New Delhi, May 11, 2002.

Reaction of Official Spokesperson to President Bush’s West
Asia Statement.
New Delhi, June 28, 2002.

Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador V. K. Nambiar in the Security Council on the
Situation in the Middle East.

New York, July 24, 2002.
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256.
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260.

261.

Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador V. K. Nambiar on the lllegal Israeli actions in
Occupied East Jerusalem and the rest of the Occupied
Palestinian Territory at the resumed Special Session of the
General Assembly.

New York, August 5, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs expressing
concern at the developments in West Asia.
New Delhi, September 23, 2002.

Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador V. K. Nambiar in the Security Council on the
Situation in the Middle East including the Palestine Question.
New York, September 23, 2002.

Speech of External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha replying
to a short duration discussion in the Rajya Sabha on the
grave situation arising in West Asia threatening world peace
and security.

New Delhi, November 28, 2002.

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN
A. Gopinathan on the Agenda Item 35: Question of Palestine
at the 57th session of the UNGA.

New York, December 2, 2002.

Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador V. K. Nambiar on the Situation in the Middle
East at the UN General Assembly.

New York, December 3, 2002.
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Press release of the Ministry of External Affairs on Indian
Humanitarian Aid to Afghanistan.
New Delhi, February 13, 2002.

Joint Statement issued at the end of the Fourth Meeting of
the India-Russia Joint Working Group on Afghanistan.
Moscow, February 15, 2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on India’s Relations
with Afghanistan.
New Delhi, February 21, 2002.
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273.

Speech of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the Lunch
hosted in honour of Afghan Interim Administration Chairman
Hamid Karzai.

New Delhi, February 27, 2002.

Joint Press Opportunity with Hamid Karzai, Chairman,
Interim Administration of Afghanistan, and Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

New Delhi, February 27, 2002.

Statement of the Government of India on areas of
cooperation in the Reconstruction and Rehabilitation of the
post-conflict Afghanistan.

New Delhi, February 27, 2002.

Media Briefing on the visit of the United States Special
Presidential Envoy on Afghanistan Ambassador Zalmay
Khalizad.

New Delhi, March 22, 2002.

Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador Kamlesh Sharma in the Security Council on
the Situation in Afghanistan.
New York, March 26, 2002.

Statement by Official Spokesperson welcoming the return
of King Zahir Shah to Afghanistan.
New Delhi, April 18, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the gift
of 25 buses to the people of Afghanistan.
New Delhi, April 29, 2002.

Press Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of
Afghan Defence Minister.
New Delhi, May 6, 2002.

Opening Address by External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh
at the Government of India-UNDP Joint Conference on
South-South Cooperation and the Reconstruction of
Afghanistan.

New Delhi, May 23, 2002.
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Media briefing by Official Spokesperson on India pledging
a $ 10 million budget grant to Afghanistan.
New Delhi, May 25, 2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on Indian
assistance to Afghanistan.
New Delhi, July 5,2002.

Joint Statement on the 5" session of the India — Russia
Joint Working Group on Afghanistan.
New Delhi, July 18, 2002.

Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador V.K. Nambiar in the Security Council on the
Situation in Afghanistan.
New York, July 19, 2002.

Address of External Affairs Minister at the reception for
Afghan Police Officers and Diplomats undergoing training
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New Delhi, August 7, 2002.

Assistance announced by the Government of India to
Afghanistan.
New Delhi, August 7, 2002.

Address by External Affairs Minister at the Ceremony gifting
aircraft from Air India to Ariana Afghan Airlines.
Kabul, August 10, 2002.

Joint Press Conference by External Affairs Minister
Yashwant Sinha and Afghan Foreign Minister Abdullah
Abdullah.

Kabul, August 11, 2002.

Press Conference of External Affairs Minister on return from
Kabul.
New Delhi, August 12, 2002.

Speech of Minister of State Digvijay Singh at the Conference
on “Rebuilding Afghanistan, Peace and Stability”.
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Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador V.K. Nambiar in the Security Council on Agenda
Item 12 (d) and 37: Emergency International Assistance for
Peace, Normalcy and Reconstruction in the war-stricken
Afghanistan: the Situation in Afghanistan and its implications
for international peace and security.

New York, December 6, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit
of Minister of State Omar Abdullah to Iran.
New Delhi, April 1. 2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the call on Prime
Minister by the Iranian Foreign Minister.
New Delhi, May 21, 2002.

Memorandum of Understanding on the 12" Session of the
Joint Commission between the Republic of India and the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

New Delhi, May 21, 2002.

Condolence Message of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
to Iranian President on the loss of life in the devastating
earth quake.

New Delhi, June 26, 2002.

Joint Press Statement on the visit of the Secretary Supreme
National Security Council (SNCS) of Iran Dr. Hasan Roohani.
New Delhi, June 28, 2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on India — Iran
Foreign Office Consultations.
New Delhi, October 21, 2002.

Press Briefing by Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
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New Delhi, July 10, 2002.

Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN
Ambassador V.K. Nambiar in the Security Council on the
Situation between Irag and Kuwait.

New York, October 17, 2002.
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293. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on Government of
India’s position on Iraq.

New Delhi, November 21, 2002.

ISRAEL

294. Summary of Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on
the meetings of Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres.
New Delhi, January 7, 2002.

295. Joint Press Opportunity by External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh and Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of
Israel Shimon Peres.

New Delhi, January 8, 2002.

296. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
second meeting of the India- Israel Joint Working Group on
Counter-terrorism.

New Delhi, May 28, 2002.

KAZAKHSTAN

297. Speech by President K. R. Narayanan at the banquet in
honour of Kazak President Nursultan Nazarbayev.

New Delhi, February 12, 2002.

298. Joint Declaration issued at the end of the visit of the Kazak
President.

New Delhi, February 12, 2002.

299. Media Briefing by Special Secretary Ministry of External
Affairs R. Abhyankar on Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
visit to Kazakhstan.

New Delhi , May 31, 2002.

300. Statement of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the press
interaction after bilateral talks with President of Kazakhstan.
Almaty June 3, 2002.

301. Speech of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the
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Almaty, June 3, 2002.
302. Memorandum between the Government of the Republic of

India and the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan
on Military-Technical Cooperation.
Almaty, June 3, 2002.
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303. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India
and the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan on
setting up of a Joint Working Group for Combating
International Terrorism and other Types of Crimes.
Almaty, June 3, 2002.

304. Opening Remarks of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at
the Press Conference in Almaty.
Almaty, June 5 2002.

KYRGYZSTAN
305. Joint Press Statement on the visit of Kyrgyz President Askar
Akaev.

New Delhi, August 7, 2002.

OMAN

306. Press Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of the
Foreign Minister of Oman.
New Delhi, February 7, 2002.

SYRIA

307. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of the
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Syria
Dr. Farouk AL Shara.
New Delhi, August 13,2002.

YEMEN

308. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the 4"
session of the Indo-Yemen Joint Committee.
New Delhi, November 1, 2002.

SECTION -V
AFRICA

309. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Kamalesh
Sharma in the Security Council on the Situation in Africa.
New York, January 29, 2002.

310. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
meeting of Minister of State Omar Abdullah with a delegation
representing the African Group of Ambassadors in New Delhi.
New Delhi, February 18, 2002.

53

1047

1051

1054

1057

1061

1067

1071

1071



54

311.
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Address by External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh at the
inauguration of the Africa Center at the Indian Council of
World Affairs.

New Delhi, June 13, 2002.

Keynote Address by Minister of State Digvijay Singh: India
and NEPAD—Furthering India and Africa Economic
Cooperation.

New Delhi, July 26, 2002.

Press release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the call
by the African envoys based in New Delhi on External Affairs
Minister Yashwant Sinha.

New Delhi, July 30, 2002.

Statement by External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha at
the High Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly to
consider how to support the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development.

New York, September 16, 2002.

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN
A. Gopinathan at the adhoc Commitee of the Whole of the
General Assembly for the final review and appraisal of the
implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for the
development in Africa in the 1990s.

New York, September 25, 2002.

Statement by Member of the Indian Delegation to the UN
Sushil Kumar Shinde on Item 33: Causes of Conflict and
the Promotion of Durable Peace and Sustainable
Development in Africa, Item 41(A): Final Review and
Appraisal of the Implementation of the United Nations New
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s; Item
41(B): Implementation of the Programme for the 2nd
Industrial Development Decade for Africa.

New York, October 17, 2002.

Statement by Member of the Indian Delegation to the UN
on Agenda Item: 22(A) Cooperation Between the United
Nations and the Asian-African Legal Consulative
Organization at the 57th Regular Session of the UN General
Assembly.

New York, November 20, 2002.
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LIBYA

318. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit
of the Special Envoy of the Leader of Libyan Revolution,
Col. Muammar Al-Gadhafi.
New Delhi, July 4, 2002.

319. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
meeting of the Indo-Libyan Joint Commission.
New Delhi, October 9, 2002.

MAURITIUS

320. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of the
Mauritius Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Raymond Berenger.
New Delhi, April 12, 2002.

MOZAMBIQUE

321. Interview of Minister of State Omar Abdullah with the
Mozambique newspaper Noticias.
March 21, 2002.

SENEGAL

322. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit
of Minister of State Omar Abdullah to Senegal.
New Delhi, March 27, 2002.

TANZANIA

323. Joint Statement issued on the visit of Tanzanian President
Benjamin William Mkapa.
New Delhi, December 19, 2002.

TUNISIA

324. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the 9th
session of India-Tunisia Joint Commission.
New Delhi, May 7, 2002.

ZIMBABWE

325. Response by Official Spokesperson to the suspension of
Zimbabwe from the Councils of Commonwealth.
New Delhi, March 22, 2002.
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SECTION - VI
AMERICAS
(i) NORTH AMERICA

AMERICA, UNITED STATES OF
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327.

328.

329.

330.

331.

332.

333.

334.

Press interaction of Home Minister Lal Krishna Advani and
US Secretary of State Colin Powell.
Washington (D.C), January 9, 2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of the
U. S Secretary of State Colin Powell.
New Delhi, January 16, 2002.

Joint Press availability with US Secretary of State Colin
Powell and External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh.
New Delhi, January 17, 2002.

Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India
and the Government of the United States of America
Concerning Security Measures for the Protection of
Classified Military Information.

Washington (D.C), January 17, 2002.

Joint Press Availability with US Secretary of State Colin
Powell and External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh.
New Delhi, January 18, 2002.

Press Statement on India-U.S. Joint Working Group on
Counter-terrorism.
New Delhi, January 22, 2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the attack on
American Centre in Kolkata.
New Delhi, January 22, 2002.

Press Conference by Special Secretary in the Ministry of
External Affairs R. M. Abhyankar and Joint Director Central
Bureau of Investigations Neeraj Kumar regarding the attack
on the American Centre in Kolkata.

New Delhi, February 9, 2002.

Response of Official Spokesperson to the US President’s
proposal for a dialogue between India and Pakistan.
New Delhi, February 14, 2002.
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343.

Media Briefing on the visit of the United States Special
Presidential Envoy on Afghanistan Ambassador Zalmay
Khalizad.

New Delhi, March 22, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
launching of the Indo-US Parliamentary Forum by External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh.

New Delhi, March 27, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the third
meeting of the India-US Joint Working Group on
Peacekeeping Operations.
New Delhi, April 4, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on Indo-
US Cyber Terrorism Initiative: Plenary Meeting of Indo-US
Cyber Security Forum.

New Delhi, April 30, 2002.

Joint Statement issued after India-US Politico-Military
Dialogue.
New Delhi, April 30, 2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of US
Assistant Secretary of State Christina Rocca.
New Delhi, May 14, 15 and 13, 2002.

Joint Statement issued at the end of the meeting of the India-
U.S. Defense Policy Group.
Washington (D.C), May 23, 2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson after the meetings
US Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage had with
the Principal Secretary and National Security Advisor
Brajesh Mishra and Home Minister L. K. Advani.

New Delhi, June 7, 2002.

Remarks by External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh and
the U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage at
media interaction after their luncheon meeting.

New Delhi, June 7, 2002.
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344.

345.

346.

347.

348.

349.

350.

351.

352.

353.

Statement by the Ministry of External Affairs on the
telephone call by US Secretary of State and on visit of US
Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage.

New Delhi, June 8, 2002.

Speech by Foreign Secretary Kanwal Sibal at the
Confederation of Indian Industry: “India and the USA: Blow
Hot, Blow Cold”

New Delhi, July 8, 2002

Interview of External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha with
the TV channel CNN.
New Delhi, July 27, 2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the meeting
between External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha and US
Secretary of State Colin Powell.

New Delhi, July 27,2002.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the meetings
of US Secretary of State Colin Powell with Indian Leaders.
New Delhi, July 28, 2002.

Remarks made by External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha
and US Secretary of State Colin Powell after their meeting
in Washington.

Washington (D.C), September 9, 2002.

Remarks by External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha at a
Brookings Institution — Briefing Subject: India and the United
States.

Washington (D.C), September 10, 2002.

Meeting between Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
President Bush.
New York, September 12, 2002.

Joint Statement on Indo-US Security and Non-Proliferation
talks.
New Delhi, September 24,2002.

Statement of Official Spokesperson on the meeting between
Foreign Secretary Kanwal Sibal with US Assistant Secretary
of State Christina Rocca.

New Delhi, September 27, 2002.
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354.
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356.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the meeting of
US President’s Special Envoy with Indian Officials.
New Delhi, October 30, 2002.

Joint Statement issued at the end of India-U.S. talks on High
Technology Commerce.
New Delhi, November 13, 2002.

Agreement between the Government of India and the
Government of the United States of America regarding the
Surrender of Persons to International Tribunals.

New Delhi, December 26, 2002.

CANADA

357.

358.

359.

Joint Press Conference of Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of Canada John Manley and External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh.

New Delhi, January 21, 2002.

Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on
the visit of External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha to
Canada.

New Delhi, September 21, 2002.

Joint Statement issued at the end of the meeting of the India-
Canada Joint Working Group on Counter- terrorism.
New Delhi, December 11, 2002.
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(i) CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA

COLOMBIA

360.

361.

Joint Press Statement issued on the visit of Minister of State
Omar Abdullah to Colombia.
Bogota, February 5, 2002.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit
of Minister of State Digvijay Singh to Colombia.
Bogota, August 8, 2002.

MEXICO

362.

Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the meeting
between the External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha and
the Mexican Foreign Minister Dr. Jorge Castaneda.

New Delhi, November 29, 2002.
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PARAGUAY

363.

Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit
of Minister of External Relations of Paraguay Jose Antonio
Moreno Rulffinelli.

New Delhi, August 28, 2002.

364. Joint Declaration between the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Paraguay and the Minister of State of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of India.

Asuncion, October 4, 2002.

365. Memorandum of Understanding on the Creation of a
Consultation Mechanism between the Government of the
Republic of India and the Government of the Republic of
Paraguay.

Asuncion, October 4, 2002.
SECTION - VII
EUROPE

366. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of
the Secretary General of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Ambassador Jan Kubis to India.
New Delhi, March 21, 2002.

BELARUS

367. Letter of External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belarus on the occasion of the
10" anniversary of the establishment of Diplomatic Relations
between India and Belarus.

New Delhi, April 17, 2002.

368. Joint Statement issued on the visit of Foreign Minister of
Belarus Mikhail Khvostov.

New Delhi, August 2, 2002.

BOSNIA

369. Trade Agreement between the Republic of India and Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

Sarajevo, April 23, 2002.
370. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN

Ambassador V.K. Nambiar in the Security Council on the
Situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
New York, June 10, 2002.
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CYPRUS

371.

Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary Kanwal Sibal on Prime
Minister’s visit to Denmark, Cyprus and UK — October 7-
13, 2002.

New Delhi, October 4, 2002.

372. Remarks of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee to the media
after talks with the President of Cyprus.
Nicosia, October 8, 2002.

373. Speech by Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the
Banquet hosted by President Clerides.

Nicosia, October 8, 2002.

DENMARK
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