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PREFACE

The year 2012 marks the twentieth milestone in the history of
ASEAN-India relations. Anniversaries provide an occasion to
reflect on the past, rejoice at the successes achieved and set
the agenda for the future. The scale and level of the celebrations
mirror the importance that the stakeholders invest in the
relationship. India's decision to celebrate it by holding a
Commemorative Summit along with the leaders of the ASEAN
and their ready response echoes the mutuality of interest and
commitment to the relationship.

2. Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh put the India-ASEAN
relationship in perspective when he said at the 9th India-ASEAN
Summit in Bali on November 19, 2011 that it "has benefitted
both of us and is contributing to the process of integration and
transformation of the Asia-Pacific region". At the 10th Summit
in Phnom Penh, he described the ASEAN as India's "bridge to
the East." The External Affairs Minister reinforced this
perspective at the Delhi Dialogue - IV on February 13, 2012
saying: "The ASEAN-India partnership is a natural one, founded
on congruent ideas and a common vision of the region and the
world, under-pinned by the strong civilizational linkages through
the millennia. We are convinced of the unique ability of our
partnership to further progress and prosperity, peace and
security in the region." The logo, the five-spoke wind turbine,
representing energy, motion, progress, connectivity and
dynamism, adopted for the Commemorative Summit, and
embossed on the cover of this book, further reinforces India's
commitment to the objectives of the ASEAN.

3. The book, which catalogues the documents bearing on
India's interaction with the ASEAN during the last two decades,
serves as a reminder that both India and the countries of the
Association take "cognizance of the ground covered by the two
in a relatively short span of time and the very varied and rich
agenda of cooperation which is being seen by many, even
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outside our countries, as a stable anchor for the process of
integration and transformation in the Asia - Pacific region".

4. The documents have been arranged chronologically to
showcase the progressive and wide-ranging development of
relations and the vitality and vigour injected in doses to ensure
that both the body and the mind stay healthy. In reproducing the
documents, every effort has been made to adhere to the original
text in terms of the punctuation and the spellings of the names
of persons and places as occurring in the original.

5. In the rather lengthy introduction, | have highlighted the
centrality of Asia in the foreign policy paradigm, since India's
independence. It sought to revive the ancient civilizational,
religious and linguistic links, unfortunately disrupted by the
colonial domination of the region and of India as well.
Sometimes, the notion of "Look East Policy" creates an
erroneous impression that India's engagement with the countries
of Southeast Asia began only at the start of the nineties of the
last century, when this term came into vogue. The long narrative
is intended to correct that flawed misperception. Asia and
particularly Southeast Asia remained at the centre-stage of
India's foreign policy formulations, since its independence.

6. While working on this book, | used the facilities of the
Library of the India International Centre, and received the
unstinted help from its Librarian Dr. Maujamdar and his
colleagues, Shafali and Rajiv. | am grateful to them for their
generous help and assistance.

7. 1 would like to thank Shri Sanjay Singh, Secretary (East)
for his very positive response, when the idea of this book, for
the Commemorative Summit, was first mentioned to him, and
made it possible for the book to come out in time for the 20th
India - ASEAN Commemorative Summit. | would also like to
thank Shri Vasanth Kumar who provided the coordinating link
with the Ministry.
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8. | am particularly thankful to Ambassador Gurjit Singh for
his ready offer of help in locating some of the documents bearing
on the subject.

9. A number of friends responded to my request to go through
the introduction and offer their comments. | am grateful to all of
them for their valuable comments and suggestions, which made
the narrative rich and purposeful. | would particularly like to
mention the names of Ambassador S.T. Devare, Ambassador
A.N. Ram, Ambassador Mrs. Suryakanthi Tripathi and High
Commissioner TCA Raghavan. |, however hasten to add, that |
remain fully responsible for the views expressed and for any
other deficiency that may be found in the book.

Avtar Sing Bhasin
New Delhi
November 25, 2012






INTRODUCTION

The eastern and the western seaboards of India present two
different strands of history. While traders and seafarers came to
the west coast of India and settled down there, Indians mostly
from the east coast and some from the west coast too, made
voyages to Southeast Asia and settled down in those countries,
spreading the message of peace and harmony and implanting
their religion and culture. These inward and outward movements
created the synthesis of Asian culture. This was the message
which came out loud and clear from the speech of Jawaharlal
Nehru delivered at the Asian Relations Conference in March
1947, weeks before India's independence. He said:

"History of India is a long history of her relations with other
countries of Asia. Streams of cultures have come to India
from the West and the East and been absorbed in India,
producing the rich and variegated culture, which is India
today. At the same time streams of cultures have flowed
from India to distant part of Asia. If you would know India,
you have to go to Afghanistan, West Asia to Central Asia
to China and Japan and to the countries of South-East
Asia."

2. The region comprising the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), touched by the South Pacific Ocean on the
east and the Indian Ocean to its South and West, constitutes
the core area that lies to the east of India. Itis India's extended
neighbourhood, with civilizational links going back to two
millennia. The cross fertilization of human experience and
spiritual interaction left an indelible mark on the region's religion,
art, architecture, language and culture. India has maritime
borders with Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia. India's
Andaman Islands in the Bay of Bengal are closer to some of the
countries of Southeast Asia than to the Indian mainland.
Besides the maritime border, India also shares a land border of
about 1600 kilometres with Myanmar.
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Prime Minister Nehru and Asia

3. Building a comity of Asian nations was at the centre of Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru's vision of India's foreign policy on
independence. The Asian Relations Conference was in a manner
of speaking the forerunner of that concept. The visit to New Delhi
of the Burmese Prime Minister U Nu in December 1947 gave him
the first opportunity and he seized on it to give a practical shape to
his thinking. On December 14, 1947 Nehru in his speech to the
Constituent Assembly, which at that time was serving as the
Legislative Assembly as well, said: "India is interested in Asian
countries even more than the rest of the world." In his talks with U
Nu, he said, he found that Burma was interested "as many of us
have been, for closer association, not only between Burma and
India but between various countries of Asia also." He described
this synergy in the views of the two countries, as a "new spirit of
Asia, which wants Asian countries to draw closer together in their
own defence and to promote world peace". On December 16, 1948
speaking at the All India Congress Committee session on Foreign
Policy Resolution he spoke of the need for the formation of a
"federation of Asian countries with India as its nerve-centre" and
in which India "has great contribution to make".

4. That Asia dominated Nehru's thinking was evident from what
he said in the Constituent Assembly on the motion (by Law Minister
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar) that the Draft Constitution as framed by the
Drafting Committee be taken into consideration. He said on
November 8, 1948:

"When we talk of Asia, remember that India, not because of
any ambition of hers, but because of the force of
circumstances, because of the geography, because of the
history and because of so many other things, inevitably has
to play a very important part in Asia. And not only that India
becomes a kind of meeting ground for various trends and
forces and a meeting ground between what might roughly
be called the East and the West."
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5. The active help India extended to the struggle for the
Indonesian independence from the Dutch colonial yoke was an
example of Asian unity in action. At the conference on Indonesia
held in New Delhi in January 1949 that India convened to consider
the Indonesia situation, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, while
proposing measures to help Indonesia to achieve its freedom from
the Dutch, drew the attention of the Conference to the American
States having created "a certain community of interest (for)
promotion of common interest" and the Europeans having done
almost the same, he called upon the Asian countries to act likewise
and to think in terms of "a more permanent arrangement than this
conference for effective mutual consultations and concerted effort
in the pursuit of common aims... ." One of the three resolutions
that the conference adopted proposed that the participating
governments should consult among themselves, in order to explore
ways and means of establishing a suitable machinery for this
purpose.

6. Nehru was so passionate about Asia that next year while
speaking at the 11th session of the Institute of Pacific Relations at
Lucknow (October 3, 1950) he sought to rekindle the spirit of Asia
and said:

"Asia is a huge continent and people of Asia are all different
from one another, as they are reared in different cultures and
traditions. In spite of all this, | think it is still true to say that
there is such a thing as Asian sentiment."

7. The Bandung Conference of 1955 was the high water mark
not only for the idea of Asian unity to crystallize but for a much
broader concept to emerge, in which Africa, which too had suffered
the colonial curse, like Asia, joined in. India's humanitarian
contribution in the Korean War (1950-53), and for the freedom of
Indo-China states, as Chairman of the International Control
Commission, is part of the tumultuous history of the region.

8. Asia continued to be the central point of Nehru's thinking,
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despite his preoccupation with many domestic and external
problems that had beset the nation. There were the problems of
development, food, reorganisation of states, language, defence,
and many more. The relations with China had soured. Cold war
had crept at the doorsteps of the sub-continent thanks to Pakistan's
membership of Military Alliances like CENTO and SEATO. Nehru
however, refused to be dispirited or lose faith in the destiny of Asia.
In his speech as late as February 18, 1958 in the Lok Sabha while
speaking on the President's Address he said:

"The emergence of the independent nations in Asia naturally
leads to what might be called vaguely an Asian way of looking
at the world. | do not say that there is one Asian way, because
Asia is a big continent, offering often different viewpoints.
However it is a new angle; and is a change from the
European-centred or any other view of the world. Because
of various factors, the adjustment of the mind in other parts of
the world to this new development in Asia has involved a
painful process. Many difficulties have arisen and are arising
because they cannot quite adjust themselves to this Asian
view of seeing conditions of Asian countries in a way
somewhat different from their own view."

The Cold War and Southeast Asia

9. The fear of communism coupled, with the ethnic dominance
of a particular community in many countries of the region, communist
insurgency in some of them, cold war politics, military alliances,
the Southeast Asian region became a victim of big powers' rivalries
and therefore an area of conflict. Until the Sino-Soviet split burst
into the open, China was seen as spearheading communism in
Southeast Asia with the Soviet Union as its proxy. The West
exploited communism to create client states. The United States in
cooperation with the former colonial power, Great Britain, sought
to promote military alliances as a bulwark against the perceived
communist threat. An alliance, by its very nature, between a big
power and smaller nation(s), imposed limitations on the latter's
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sovereignty. Since the Southeast Asian nations were mostly small/
medium sized countries, many of them, on attaining independence,
fearing communist threat, came under the influence of the west.
India was not happy at the way the situation had developed in the
region, in its proximity. It, however believed, that the security of the
region was better guaranteed through political stability and by
strengthening the economic and social institutions of the states of
the region.

10. The Cold War politics, naturally, affected India's relations with
the countries of this region as it affected the politics of the world at
large. India decided not only to stay away from military alliances,
but oppose them as instruments of conflict, which sought to divide
the world in two distinct adversarial camps. The CENTO and the
SEATO on its western and eastern flanks, created gulf in India's
relations with the countries, which sought their membership. India,
however, developed closer relations with the nationalist forces in
the region, against whom these alliances were pitted, and were
struggling to maintain their national independence and like India,
had put their faith in non-alignment.

11. It was not until the West realised the futility of its military
alliances, particularly after the failure of the US efforts to prop up
the South Vietnamese regime in Saigon, through military means,
that finally helped in the comprehension of the truth that peace
and stability could be promoted by the institutional strength of the
countries of Southeast Asia rather than by military interventions.

Uninterrupted Contacts

12. After the passing away of Jawaharlal Nehru the Indian
leaders, to nurture the old contacts and build new ones, continued
to engage the countries of Southeast Asia by building relations at
personal level. Successive Prime Ministers and other senior
leaders visited many of them. Their leaders paid return visits to
New Delhi. Mrs. Indira Gandhi, like her father, adhered to the policy
of non-alignment and strongly opposed military alliances.
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Speaking in the Lok Sabha on the budget of the Ministry of External
Affairs, she spelt out in no uncertain terms the futility of military
alliance in Southeast Asia and New Delhi's determination to follow
its own course in dealing with the countries in the region. She
said on April 6, 1968

"The security of South and Southeast Asia will not be made
more secure by alliances or treaties. We believe that this
security will grow out of mutual cooperation and identity of
interests. On our part, we have been doing everything
possible to explore all avenues of mutual cooperation in
economic and other fields. We hope that, when peace comes
to Vietnam, the real security needs of the area will be seen
more clearly. Security lies in strengthening these countries,
and | do not believe that they can be strengthened by any
kind of foreign interference."

13. In 1968 Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi visited Malaysia,
Singapore and Thailand, and in 1969 Burma, Indonesia and Japan.
While in Indonesia, she declared that the countries of Asia were
capable of defending themselves after the withdrawal of foreign
powers from the region and rejected the theory of vacuum, since
she was convinced that "the countries of the region can fill the
vacuum". Continuing with the high level contacts, in 1971 President
V.V. Giri paid a visit to Singapore, while Singapore's Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew had visited India the previous year. In March 1972
President V. V Giri paid another visit to Southeast Asia this time to
Thailand. Several visits at the Foreign Ministers' level were
exchanged between India and the countries of Southeast Asia.

14. In 1977, Laotian President Prince Souphanouvong visited
India, in 1978 the Singapore Prime Minister came visiting yet again
and in 1979 Malaysian Prime Minister. In 1981 Mrs. Gandhi
undertook an extensive tour of Asia visiting among other countries,
Indonesia and the Philippines. In Manila she assured the ASEAN
countries that "India considers the ASEAN an important factor for
peace and stability in Asia" and added that "our affinity with
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Southeast Asia impels us to have a dialogue with each country
of the ASEAN". She assured the ASEAN that India regarded
the grouping "an important factor in ensuring peace and stability
in this sensitive part off the world".

15. Continuing with efforts to foster these links, in 1981
President Sanjiva Reddy visited Indonesia and Japan and Mrs.
Gandhi made yet another visit to Tokyo. Next year, the Thai
Premier visited New Delhi and India established its first Joint
Commission in the region with Vietham. Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi being equally conscious of personal contacts, visited
Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam and
Japan and received General Suharto of Indonesia in New Delhi
in 1986.

16. The central piece of Rajiv Gandhi's Asia policy was the
Commemorative Asian Relations Conference held in October
1987, forty years after the first one held in 1947. At the
Conference, Rajiv Gandhi called for cooperation within the
“coveted continent" to end all outside intervention and
interference and keep it free from foreign military presence. In
the next couple of years, Mr. Gandhi visited Japan, Burma,
Vietnam, and received visits from the Malaysian, Singapore and
Kampuchean Prime Ministers.

Birth of the ASEAN

17. In the midst of conflicts and tensions in the region and
despite the presence of British military bases, five Southeast
Asian countries-Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore
and Thailand - meeting in Kula Lumpur in 1967, to discuss their
bilateral and inter-regional relationships, felt the need to evolve
themselves into an inter-dependent concert of nations, building
institutional linkages, promising peace to each other to create
harmonious societies in the member states, devoid of conflict.
So was born the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) with five founding members on August 8, 1967. It was
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subsequently joined in by Brunei Darussalam (7th January
1984), Vietnam (28th July 1995) Laos and Myanmar (July 23rd
1997) and finally Cambodia (30th April 1999).

18. The ASEAN started as a group, with common problems and
similar aspirations, met annually to discuss the politico-economic
problems of the region and to harmonise their socio-cultural
schemes. Even though the ASEAN had been formed in 1967, it
was not until 1976, that its first summit level meeting took place in
Bali. It should be noted that most member states had weak social
and economic institutional frameworks and politically and militarily
were not too strong either. But their desire to maintain peace in the
region was strong enough. After the British decision to withdraw
from the east of the Suez in early seventies, its defence
commitments to Malaysia and Singapore had tapered off, even
when it maintained a token presence along with Australia and New
Zealand. Apprehensive of its security, Malaysia was nevertheless
anxious to free itself of the military encumbrance that foreign troops
and military bases cast on the region. It simultaneously floated the
idea of neutralisation of the entire region and had in 1970 proposed
a three-fold arrangement to meet its external, internal and regional
security needs. lts suggestion contained the seeds of ASEAN's
future peace policies. Kuala Lumpur suggested that all the countries
of the region should agree to end alliances with external powers
and do away with the military bases from their respective countries
while signing the treaties of non-aggression with each other and
pledging not to interfere in each other's internal affairs.

Kuala Lumpur Declaration

19. Malaysia successfully sold the idea to other four members of
the ASEAN and all the five, meeting in the Malaysian capital on
November 27, 1971 adopted what is known as the '‘Kuala Lumpur
Declaration'. The Declaration inter alia said that the member
countries were "determined to exert initially necessary efforts to
secure the recognition of and respect for South East Asia as a
Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality, free from any form or
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manner of interference by outside powers". This Declaration was
the closest to what Malaysia had set out to achieve. In February
1976 the ASEAN nations, at their first Summit in Bali (Indonesia)
adopted, yet another Declaration, seeking the "establishment of
the Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality" and signed a "Treaty
of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia" underlining their
desire "to enhance peace, friendship and mutual cooperation on
matters affecting Southeast Asia".

20. The meeting of the leaders of the five nations at the Summit
level, at their own initiative, and without the presence of the outside
powers, in search of peace, was a development of far reaching
importance. New Delhi was greatly impressed. It appreciated the
efforts of the ASEAN to strive for the sinews of peace and security
in the region and at the same time get rid of outside interference. It
was endorsement of India's position that peace and security would
come to the region by the efforts of these countries themselves
and not by military alliances and bases promoted by foreign powers.
As stated above, as early as April 1968, Prime Minister Mrs. Indira
Gandhi had frowned on military alliances since she believed
“security will grow out of mutual cooperation and identity of interest"
and not by any "kind of foreign interference"

21. InJune 1976, Mrs. Gandhi despatched her Deputy External
Affairs Minister, Bipinpal Das, to four ASEAN member states-
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore and Philippines - to convey India's
strong support for the peace initiative of the ASEAN. Mr. Das
conveyed to his interlocutors that India fully supported the Bali
Declaration for making Southeast Asia a Zone of Peace, Freedom
and Neutrality and added that India regarded the Declaration
complementary to the Sri Lanka's proposal for declaring the Indian
Ocean as a Zone of Peace. India hoped that the ASEAN
Declaration would result in strengthening mutual peace on the
basis of political stability, economic cooperation and social
progress. On return to New Delhi, Bipinpal Das told journalists on
June 14, 1976: "The climate for cooperation was considered
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favourable for two reasons- historical contacts and political stance
of the ASEAN now." He said India "politically hailed the recent
call by the ASEAN at the Bali Summit for the creation of a Zone of
Peace, Freedom and Neutrality in the region as also the Treaty of
Amity and Friendship signed by them. These sentiments were very
much dear to the heart of India's policy makers". He hoped that the
moves by the ASEAN countries "will make a positive contribution
towards peace, friendship and cooperation in the entire region".

22. The developments in the seventies were fast and had their
impact on the politics of the region. The communist threat receded.
The Sino-Soviet rift had its impact too. To prevent the spread of
Chinese influence in Southeast Asia, Soviet interest in the region
augmented itself to counter the Chinese. President Nixon's visit
to China in February 1972 had a profound impact not only on the
relations between the United States and China but also on the
politics of Southeast Asia as a whole. The two antagonistic nations
suddenly turned friendly. This cleared the way for most of the
countries of the region to establish diplomatic relations with Beijing.
In the next couple of years Malaysia, Thailand and Philippines
had established diplomatic relations with China and even if
Indonesia and Singapore took some time to follow, they felt greatly
relaxed about Beijing.

Post Cold War Developments

23. With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1989, the Cold War
came to a sudden end. China became the dominant regional power
in the area and the United States claimed the only Super Power
status of the world for itself. Free from the compulsions of the Cold
War, the ASEAN countries too started looking outwards. Following
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's visit to China in December 1988,
the relations between India and China had warmed up, which was
welcome to the ASEAN nations. Military alliances and alignment
lost their relevance and the ASEAN could expand taking in its fold
the three Indo-China nations, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia
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besides Myanmar. It also started developing all round relations
with various other countries of the region and beyond.

24. Atthe end of the decade of 1980s, Indian economy had been
badly hit. It had the worst balance of payment crisis since
independence. Rising inflation, high interest rates with concomitant
shrinking of overseas remittances, had led to an overall decline in
the Indian economy, which was hitherto based on Fabian socialism.
It needed a structural change, and major economic reforms, which
were realised by Prime Minister Narasimha Roa, who entrusted
the task to Dr. Manmohan Singh, his Finance Minister. Dr. Singh
proved the helmsman, who delivered the Indian economy from the
throes of the crisis, by delivering the desired potent dose to
revitalise it. That was also the time to develop all round economic
ties and expand trade and commercial relations with as many
countries as possible.

India and ASEAN

25. At the dawn of the 21st century, the world was increasingly
faced with not only new and diverse challenges but also found
itself on the threshold of new opportunities. The new century gave
the nations of the world a new realisation that political, economic,
environmental, and demographic challenges impinged on inter-
state affairs. As complexity and intensity of these issues dawned,
the realisation of greater interdependence of peoples and nations,
requiring collective action, became urgent. This made multilateral
approach to the problems critical. India could not be seen standing
alone. There were many issues like financial flows, multilateral
trading systems, external indebtedness etc., which were no longer
debating issues to be faced bilaterally but the ones needing to
face squarely by all the countries individually and collectively.
Since development and democracy are mutually reinforcing, the
rule of law is relevant for ensuring economic progress and human
development, which in turn contributes to the consolidation of
peace. The primary task of the Indian foreign policy in this new
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scenario became the facilitation of India's development process,
leveraging its international partnership to the best possible effect.
Therefore India needed to concentrate on promoting trade and
investment flows, in assisting the modernisation of its infrastructure,
in assuring predictable and affordable energy supplies and in
arranging the widest possible access to technologies, to meet the
new challenges of development, through a new paradigm of
relations and enlarging the scope and area of inter-action.

26. Nearer home, Southeast Asia presented a natural choice for
closer reengagement. It was an area where there was no conflict
of interest with any country, there was the presence of a significant
Indian community with little or no local antagonism, India had
traditional ties of culture and religion, and its vibrant democratic
institutions had ready acceptance. The region was dominated by
the major grouping, the ASEAN, with a population of 600 million,
a combined gross domestic product of US $ 1.5 trillion, marked by
a high growth, political stability, plurality and diversity, a growing
middle class, endowed with enormous natural resources, including
some of the world's largest tracts of rainforests, and relatively open
economy and better infrastructure. It was a natural choice for
developing closer relations. It was a regional organisation with
global significance and reach and in a position to evolve a larger
regional architecture in the Asia-Pacific region. With its sister and
sub-regional organisations like the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF),
the BIMSTEC and various other dialogue partners, ASEAN had
emerged a vibrant body, interacting at many levels. To its
satisfaction, New Delhi found that it was a welcome guest at their
table.

27. Itwas once again time for the ASEAN and India to reengage
themselves in a meaningful way after the abortive effort of 1980. It
may be recalled that the May 16, 1980 meeting in New Delhi
between the Senior Officials of the ASEAN and India to start a
new relationship was a successful one. It was described by the
ASEAN as "a landmark in promoting cooperation between ASEAN
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and India". India was in agreement with the ASEAN assessment
of the meeting being "landmark" one, and added that "since the
North - South Dialogue (had) not been successful, cooperation
among the developing countries (was) vital to safeguard the
interests of the developing countries". The meeting even identified
the areas of cooperation in several fields. Unfortunately, the all
pervasive Cold War proved a villain of the piece. India's recognition
of the Heng Samrin regime in Kampuchea drove the two apart,
and the hopes of greater and closer collaboration between India
and the ASEAN received a setback at the very first attempt to build
a new relationship.

28. On bilateral basis, however India continued to engage the
countries of the then constituted ASEAN and conveyed to them its
sympathetic understanding and urge for cooperation to meet their
aspirations. Singapore among them was ever keen on India
engaging more vigorously in the affairs of Southeast Asia. As
pointed out above, President V.V. Giri had visited Singapore in
September 1971. Singapore President Benjiman Sheares made
use of the opportunity of his banquet speech to express his
country's wish that "it will be possible for India and Singapore to
search out areas of cooperation either with ASEAN or bilaterally".
President Giri in reply alluded to the "fresh urge towards regional
cooperation" and assured Singapore that India was "prepared to
play (its) part in increasing cooperation among the countries of the
region"”.

29. Earlier in September 1970, Singapore's Prime Minister Lee
Kuan Yew, on a visit to New Delhi, was assured by Mrs. Gandhi of
the need to evolve a system of regional cooperation in Southeast
Asia "which will strengthen the countries of the region”. In August
1974 External Affairs Minister Swaran Singh on a visit to Jakarta
supported "the objectives of the ASEAN". In May 1975 President
Fakhuruddin Ali Ahmed in his banquet speech at Jakarta referred
to the formation of the ASEAN to ensure their safety and security
from external interference and said "we fully share the concerns
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and aspirations of the ASEAN countries and have pledged our
cooperation in the attainment of their objectives”. As stated above,
in 1976 India had strongly endorsed the ASEAN Declaration
seeking the "establishment of the Zone of Peace, Freedom and
Neutrality" in Southeast Asia. Despite keenness on both the sides
to work together for mutual benefit, institutional cooperation
between India and the ASEAN had to wait for another day.

30. The end of the cold war resolved many ticklish issues facing
the world. The Soviet Union disintegrated. East Europe re-emerged
in its new avatar. Germany was reunited. Central Asia was reborn.
The ASEAN came out stronger, when several powers realised its
useful catalytic role in securing peace and stability in the Southeast
Asian region. The Paris Conference of 1991 resolved the
Kampuchean imbroglio, where India played a very positive role.
The ASEAN now was ready to embrace the former socialist
countries, Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. The reason for
disenchantment between the ASEAN and India of the early
eighties vanished and the ground was now clear for a meaningful
relationship between the two. It was a region of great importance
to India and New Delhi had particularly a benign relationship with
most of these countries bilaterally, free from any dispute with any
of them. As Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh said on November
30, 2004 (on return from Laos after attending the India-ASEAN
Summit):

"...the end of the cold war and dissipation of bloc rivalries
opened up new possibilities for regional economic
cooperation. This opened the space for our turning eastwards
to engage with ASEAN, which even then had the potential
to become a catalyst of economic integration in our region.
Since that time ASEAN has enlarged and grown stronger."

Building Institutional Linkages

31. The first step towards building institutional linkage with the
ASEAN was a small one. It started with the sectoral dialogue
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partnership in 1992. At the meeting of the senior officials of India
and the ASEAN, held in New Delhi in March 1993, to achieve the
objectives of the partnership, instrumentalities through which
cooperation in agreed areas such as trade and investment, science
and technology and tourism was to be achieved, were identified.

32. The visit of Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao to Singapore
in September 1994, offered an opportunity to New Delhi to assure
once again, the Southeast Asian countries of India's goodwill,
cooperation, and support for their endeavours. He identified the
presence of overseas Indian community in the countries of the
region as providing a vital link between India and Southeast Asia
and the countries of the Asia-Pacific region. Mr. Rao in his landmark
Singapore Lecture, which he delivered at the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies of the National University of Singapore, re-pledged
India's commitment to the region. He gave a new twist to the
civilisational links between India and Southeast Asia, which he
described as "a mesh, interwoven with religious, ethnic, racial,
linguistic and professional strands". He said this "diversity gives
the resilience that enables this mesh to sustain the almost
unbelievable growth rates that Asia has seen in the past decade
and will continue to see well into the next century". The
achievements of the ASEAN, as an organisation, came in for
handsome praise from Prime Minister Rao at his banquet speech,
on September 8, 1994.

33. Itwas now clear to both the ASEAN and India that they had a
lot at stake and they could not stop at a relationship of a mere
sectoral dialogue partner. This desire for deeper relationship
reflected itself in the Bangkok Summit of the ASEAN (1996) when
India's sectoral dialogue partnership was upgraded to full dialogue
partnership. The fruitful interaction in the following years gathered
momentum in various sectors than was apparent, and there was
no looking back. The year 2002 was a landmark one. India
graduated to the summit level partnership, a step that emphasised
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the faith and confidence that the ASEAN had in the enormous
potential of an enhanced partnership with India. The Foreign
Secretary of India had described this as India's desire to develop
a multi-faceted relationship with ASEAN moving on four wheels of
security, economy, culture and science and technology including
information technology.

34. The upgraded theme of India-ASEAN dialogue was to
strengthen cooperation and to emphasise India's interest in the
region by supporting ASEAN initiatives. It started essentially at
the economic level, particularly supporting initiatives with different
countries of the ASEAN, India had bilateral relations with. In
September 2002, a month before the first Summit level meeting
(October 2002), India participated in the meeting of the Economic
Ministers of the ASEAN in Brunei. At this meeting India's
Commerce Minister drew the attention of the ASEAN ministers to
the statement made in the Indian Parliament to reduce its peak
tariff rates to the ASEAN tariff level within three years. The ASEAN
Ministers were also gratified to hear from the Commerce Minister
Murasoli Maran, India's intention to move towards a Free Trade
Agreement as the long term goal of ASEAN - India economic
relations. Within a year of the summit level participation, in 2003
India and the ASEAN had signed the Framework Agreement on
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation.

Northeast States of India and the ASEAN

35. From economic engagement to the next level of relationship,
was only the logical step. In recent years, India's 'Look East Policy"
has taken firm roots in describing India's relations with the
Southeast Asian countries. It received a shot in the arm, when New
Delhi decided to integrate the economic development of the states
of the Northeast, on the periphery of Southeast Asia, with the
region. The paradigm of this development was to blend the new
initiatives seamlessly in our foreign policy formulations, directed
to the region. The meeting organised by the Government of India
in October 2007 in New Delhi and the participation of the Northeast
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states, along with its various ministries (Home, Defence, Finance,
Transport and Highways), was the first step in that direction. The
primary focus of the meeting was on the present state of
connectivity, and of infrastructure available in the area, capacity
building, future potential for exports and tourism, the possibility of
institutional cooperation in training and research and on-going
action being taken by the state governments with a view to dovetalil
national development strategies with various policy initiatives. The
Ministry of External Affairs assured that it would "take all necessary
foreign policy initiatives in the pursuit of Look East Policy as would
especially benefit the Northeast region of India." It was also
emphasised that the development strategies of the north eastern
region should also be directed to attain greater connectivity with
the region next door. It was a new experience for the people of the
northeast states of India, who in the past found themselves at the
margin of the foreign policy formulations. It was a new realisation
that issues, even of foreign policy, have a bearing on the lives of
the people at large and they needed to be involved in the debate
and discussion to formulate an inclusive policy. It marked a
paradigm shift from the standard practice whereby foreign relations
were treated as an esoteric subject for discussion among the few,
occupying the official hierarchy, academia and the intellectuals.

36. One of the most important developments in this respect was
the Rs. 5,500 million-Kaladan Multi-Modal Transport Facility,
gradually taking shape in cooperation with Myanmar, which when
completed, would give India's northeast states a link to Southeast
Asia besides an alternative link to the rest of India. The proposed
India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral Highway Project from Moreh in
India to Mae Sot in Thailand and passing through Bagan in
Myanmar was conceived in April 2002. The Prime Minister told
the 10th ASEAN - India Summit that "it has been resolved by the
Trilateral High Way Task Force (which) metin New Delhi" recently
to establish this connectivity by 2016. When operational it would
represent the most significant step in establishing connectivity
between India's northeast and the ASEAN region. This was



XXX asean india

visualised as the Highway of opportunity and friendship that would
facilitate not just the movement of goods and services but also
peace and ideas.

37. The recent trilateral interaction among the United States,
Japan and India in October 2012, held out promise of a new fillip
to the connectivity in the region. If the media reports were any
indication, the Trilateral Dialogue has now evolved into a deeper
interaction, where the three exchanged their strategic perception
of the region and plan to work together to develop trade and
economic linkages in Southeast Asia by taking the above
mentioned east-west corridor from Moreh (India) to Mae Sato
(Thailand) further all the way to Vietnam. It may be recalled that
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh had in his speech at the Bali
Summit on November 19, 2011 while speaking about the need for
greater connectivity between India and the region, had also hinted
at the India-Myanmar-Thailand highway's extension to Laos and
Cambodia and finally to Vietnam. A media report on November
20th, 2012, quoting government sources said that the project was
likely to be further considered at the next Trilateral meeting in
Washington.

38. The Northeast region of India was pulsating with the new ideas
that were emerging with the possibility of greater connectivity with
the Southeast Asian region. It was evident from what the Minister
for Development of North Eastern Region, Paban Singh Ghatowar
told the 158th Annual General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on September 28, 2012 in Kalkota. He
said in 'over the two decades, economic and strategic connections
with Southeast Asia have increased manifold', and that 'India's
trade and economic links with Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Thailand and Vietnam have experienced rapid progress.' He added
that the total trade between India- ASEAN 'has grown up from
$21.29 billion in 2005-06 to $57.89 billion in 2010-11, clocking
compound annual growth rate of 22.14 %'. The Minister hoped
that there was the strong possibility of existing economic linkages
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expanding even more. And this was where the integration of the
North Eastern Region (NER) with Southeast Asia was
significant, he said. Speaking at another meeting on the
subject- "Look East - North East and Beyond", he referred to
the North East Vision 2020 document released by Prime Minister
Dr. Manmohan Singh in 2008, which recommended a structural
transformation of the region in terms of development to catch
up with the rest of the country. Minister Ghatowar observed that
the North East Region 'can become the main hub of India's
economic bonding with both Bangladesh and Southeast Asia
because of the contiguous land borders between the two
regions'.

Deepening Cooperation

39. India's engagement with the ASEAN has now diversified
into several fields from economic to political, security and
terrorism, defence, agriculture, tourism, science and technology,
space sciences, transport and infrastructure, education ,
information and communications technology, surface, air and
sea connectivity, health and pharmaceutical, energy etc., and
on several platforms like Summit, ARF, Post Ministerial
Conferences, East Asia Summit, Mekong Ganga Cooperation,
Bengal Initiative for Multi-sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BISMTEC) and several other platforms. All these
interactions have contributed towards enhancing regional
dialogue and accelerating regional integration for mutual
benefit. This multi-level cooperation has manifested itself in
several directions.

40. Having attained the Summit level status with the ASEAN,
India sent out positive signals of its desire to accelerate its all
round cooperation with the ASEAN. In 2003 at the Bali Summit,
India acceded to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in
Southeast Asia, which the ASEAN nations had concluded in
1976 at their first Summit. India has been the victim of terrorism
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for quite some time and believed that it was a menace with trans-
national ramifications, readily joined the ASEAN in the Joint
Declaration for Cooperation in Combating International
Terrorism. To develop stronger economic ties, it signed the
Framework Agreement on a Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation to 'strengthen and enhance economic, trade and
investment cooperation' and to progressively 'liberalise and
promote trade in goods and services as well as create a
transparent, liberal and facilitative investment regime'.

41. In November 2004, at the Third India-ASEAN Summit in
Vientiane, New Delhi took another important step to intensify
and signify its long term commitment and engagement with the
region by signing the 'ASEAN - India Partnership for Peace,
Progress and Shared Prosperity,' which contained the vision of
future cooperation between India and the ASEAN. Apart from
building peace blocs, it contained the commitment to "cooperate
in combating the menace of international terrorism and other
international crimes such as trafficking in drugs, arms smuggling,
human trafficking particularly in women and children, cyber
crimes, international economic crimes, environmental crimes,
sea piracy and money laundering through effective institutional
linkages and programmes of cooperation giving priority to
information exchange and capacity building." It was not merely
a theoretical exercise. To give it a practical shape a 'Plan of
Action' to implement the commitment within a time span of 2004
- 2010 was also simultaneously adopted and even before the
expiry of this period, yet another 'Plan of Action' for the period
2010-2015 was agreed upon on October 24, 2009 and adopted
at the 8th ASEAN - India Summit at Hanoi in October 2010.

42. In April 2006, India joined the ASEAN countries along with
Japan, Republic of Korea and Sri Lanka to combat the menace
of piracy and armed robbery against ships in Southeast Asia,
since the safety of ships exercising their right of navigation had
come under attack from sea pirates.
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43. Since the signing of the Framework Agreement on
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation in October 2003,
economic and commercial relations saw an upward trend, to
the satisfaction of all the stakeholders. In 2009 Agreement on
Trade in Goods along with the Agreement on Dispute Settlement
was signed, as also the Protocol to amend the Framework
Agreement of 2003 to smoothen the road for enhanced
interaction. This has created one of the world's largest free trade
area market of almost 1.8 billion people with a combined GDP
of US $ 2.8 trillion. It is targeted to eliminate tariffs on over 4000
product lines by 2016.

44. The Indian Commerce Minister and the ASEAN Economic
Ministers met in Siem Reap (Cambodia) on August 31, 2012,
for a review of the economic relations between India and the
ASEAN. Both expressed satisfaction at the "impressive growth"
in trade between them since the signing of the Trade in Goods
Agreement. It was noted that the total trade between India and
the ASEAN had increased from US $ 2.3 billion in 1991-92 to
US $ 74.9 billion in 2011. In fact, immediately after the signing
of the Agreement on Trade in Goods, it jumped from US $ 39.1
billion in 2009 to US $ 55.4 billion in 2010, a growth of 41.8
percent accounting for 2.7 percent of the total ASEAN trade in
2010. The 8th India-ASEAN Summit at Hanoi in October 2010
had set a trade target of $ 70 billion to be achieved by end of
2012. Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh was happy to inform
the 10th Summit that the same was not only achieved but
exceeded by "nearly" US $10 billion by the March of 2012.
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has also been on the rise. The
flow from India to ASEAN in 2010 was US $ 2.58 billion, an
increase of 221.6 % from US $ 811.18 million in 2009. This
accounted for 3.4 per cent of the total FDI into ASEAN in 2010.
In 2011 India had emerged as the sixth largest trading partner
of the ASEAN. The Economic Ministers had also decided to
intensify negotiations towards concluding the Agreement for
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Trade in Services and Investment. This, the Ministers felt, would
facilitate the beginning of the ASEAN - India discussions on
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP),
which would bring together a market of more than 50 % of the
world's population and 30% of the world's GDP. India's closer
engagement with its eastern neighbourhood has led to the
emergence of India as a "significant player in the strategic
dynamics of the region". The ultimate goal is to set up an ASEAN
- India Free Trade Area. But Prime Minister Dr. Singh surprised
the Phnom Penh Summit (November 2012) that New Delhi
would be ready to sign the Agreement on Trade in Services
and Investment before the India-ASEAN Commemorative
Summit next month (December 2012). This the Prime Minister
said "will be a strong signal of our deepening economic
engagement, and will allow the rapid expansion of in trade and
investment flows in both directions."

East Asia Summit (EAS)

45. In 2005, under the auspicious of the ASEAN, a new
formation-the East Asia Summit, emerged encompassing a wider
vision of cooperation within Asia, taking in its fold, developed,
developing and emerging markets and least developed
countries. The first Declaration issued at Kuala Lumpur called
for the EAS to be an open, inclusive, transparent and outward
looking forum. It started with a membership of 10 ASEAN
countries and six others but was joined by another two-- the
United States and the Russian Federation in 2010. The other
six are Australia, New Zealand, India, China, Japan and South
Korea. There are now in all 18 countries interacting on a
common platform. Its meetings at Summit level are held back-
to-back with the ASEAN Summits annually giving an opportunity
to members to exchange their experience in different fields
whether manufacturing, or capacity building or training. The
subjects which come up for discussion include, energy,
environment, climate change and sustainable development,
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financial cooperation, natural disaster mitigation, education and
most importantly a Track - Il study on a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership in East Asia called the CEPEA. The
Economic Ministers of the EAS countries meeting in Bangkok
in August 2009 decided to enhance the activity of CEPEA from
the so-called Track - |l to Track - |, in the sense that the senior
officials of the respective governments would now meet to
discuss its further progress. It has been India's hope that the
vision of Asian economic integration by coalescing the Free
Trade Agreements among member countries, into an Asian
Regional Trade Agreement, would pave the way for the creation
of a broader Asian Economic Community. India has bilateral
trade arrangements with the Republic of Korea, Malaysia,
Singapore and Japan. Negotiations for similar agreements with
Indonesia, Australia and New Zealand are in progress. Speaking
at the East Asia Summit at Bali on November 19, 2011, Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh spoke of the common challenges
that face the countries of the EAS cutting across the national
boundaries such as terrorism, prevention and response to natural
disasters, piracy, protecting sea lanes of communication and
drug trafficking. He said the "resurgence of Asia is dependent
on the evolution of a cooperative architecture in which all
countries are equal participant" and assured the members that
India "will work with all other countries towards this end".
Besides the membership of the EAS, India's membership of the
ASEAN-centred forums such as the ARF, Partnership Summit,
and the ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting gave India a
geopolitically valuable opportunity to have a foot-print in the
Asia-Pacific. ASEAN and EAS's role in this regard has been
highly valuable and useful. The EAS has become an important
mechanism for enhancing regional cooperation beyond the Asia-
Pacific region. However, the ASEAN retains the centrality in
the EAS architecture.

46. Looking back, the formation of the ASEAN in 1967 was
motivated by the need to 'evolve into an inter-dependent concert
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of nations, building institutional linkages, promising peace to
each other to create harmonious societies in the member states
and devoid of conflict'. The original members had experienced
that the conventional security, which they had sought through
military alliances or by grant of military bases on their territories
had only embroiled them in Cold War politics, without giving
them the sense of security they were looking for. The ASEAN
was therefore to be an instrument to create socio-economic
stability by building the institutional strength of the countries
concerned. But the countries of the region continued to face
increasing challenges from transnational, non-traditional
security threats. It was this paradigm of political insecurity that
motivated the member nations to create instrumentalities of
different kind, be it commercial, financial and economic, tourism,
science and technology, physical connectivity, human resource
development, capacity building, education and culture etc. To
achieve these objectives, it created multiple forums where the
member countries of the ASEAN could interact with their partner
countries in building peace blocs.

Security Cooperation

47. One of such blocs is the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF),
to promote constructive dialogue and consultations on political
and security issues. Set up in 1993, with its inaugural meeting
in 1994, the ARF composed of 26 countries and the European
Union as a body, aimed to foster constructive dialogue and
consultations on political and security issues of common interest
and to make significant contributions to efforts towards
confidence building and preventive diplomacy in Asia - Pacific
region. By making all the major players like the United States,
Russia, India, China and others, equal stakeholders in the
security apparatus, the ASEAN sought to ensure peace and
security in the region by promoting confidence building
measures, rather than resorting to the conventional balance of
power mechanism. Considering China's dominant position in
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securing political stability and security in the region, ASEAN
ensured China's membership of the ARF, even before it became
a dialogue partner.

48. To take care of the wider security perspective, the ASEAN
broadened its activities by organising the ASEAN Defence
Ministers' Meeting (ADMM) in 2006 to discuss security and
defence challenges faced by them. Since Security and defence
have wider implications and cannot be segregated from the
security of the area surrounding it, it decided in 2010 to involve
some of the other stakeholders from its security network under
the ARF umbrella into the new defence mechanism. They are
Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand,
Russia and the United States. The inaugural ADMM-Plus held
in Hanoi in October 2010 agreed on five areas of practical
cooperation - (i) Maritime security, (ii) Counter terrorism, (iii)
Disaster management, (iv) Peacekeeping operation and (v)
Military medicine. The meeting welcomed and recognised the
positive contributions of the "Plus" countries in enhancing
peace, stability and development in Southeast Asia, while at
the same time affirming that "the ADMM -Plus is a key component
of robust, effective, open and inclusive regional security
architecture". Defence Minister A. K. Antony at the inaugural
meeting of the "ADMM-PIlus" countries on October 12, 2010 in
Hanoi stressed the importance of security for the sea lanes of
Asia-Pacific region, as the drivers of global economic growth.
He appreciated that the ASEAN had brought together "the
defence establishment of all the key nations of the region with
the objective of addressing non-traditional security challenges."
Mr. Antony extended New Delhi's support to the above five
priority areas, identified for cooperation. The Prime Minister in
his address at the 9th India-ASEAN Summit too welcomed
growing cooperation with ASEAN on security issues and India's
association with the ASEAN led forums.
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Nalanda University

49. Culture is a big binding force, and cultural cooperation is
today an important element of state policy in promoting contacts
with other countries. It is an inclusive factor which takes in its
fold visual and performing arts, music, human resource
development, science and technology, people-to-people
contacts, tourism, information and communication and its
technology, agriculture etc. There is close cooperation between
India and the ASEAN countries in this all embracing field. The
cooperation in this area is implemented through the mechanism
under the Plan of Action and funded from the ASEAN - India
Fund for which India has contributed US $ 50 million.

50. The Second East Asia Summit in Cebu (Philippines) on
January 15, 2007 had called upon the member states to
strengthen regional educational cooperation by tapping the
centres of regional excellence in their respective areas. India
had proposed the revival of the 5th century Nalanda University,
which during its hey days, had attracted students and scholars
from all over Asia in Buddhist Philosophy, Vedic literature, logic,
mathematics, medicine and other disciplines. The 4th East Asia
Summit held in Hua Hin (Thailand) came out in support of the
Indian initiative and accepted the recommendations made by
the Nalanda Mentors' Group, headed by the Nobel Laureate
Professor Amartya Sen. The billion-dollar University will be
funded by contributions from various sources. It will network and
collaborate with the other existing centres of excellence in the
EAS participating countries to build a community of learning,
where students, scholars, researchers and academicians would
work together, symbolising the spirituality that unites all mankind.
The revived university while teaching the traditional subjects
will put greater emphasis on a modern curriculum.

Tourism

51. Tourism is an important means to bring the peoples of
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different countries and cultures closer to one another. To
promote tourism between India and the ASEAN, there is regular
interaction between their tourist organisations. As of now, there
is a greater flow of tourists from India to Southeast Asia. It was
2.47 million in 2009. To further promote tourist business
between India and the region, on January 12, 2012, India and
the ASEAN signed a Memorandum of Understanding on
strengthening cooperation in this sector. India's keenness to
promote tourism was the theme of the first ASEAN - India Car
Rally held in November 2004 to coincide with the 3rd India -
ASEAN Summit in Vientiane. A similar Car Rally is now on the
cards to coincide with the 20th Anniversary Commemorative
Summit being held in New Delhi in December 2012. The
message of these rallies is to convey friendship, harmony and
peace between the peoples of India and the ASEAN. From the
tourism angle, it showcases the connectivity of India with the
ASEAN region by the land route. The Rally's emphasis on
geographic connectivity covers all dimensions - human,
infrastructural, economic, technological and cultural. The Heads
of Mission of Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Laos, Brunei and
Vietnam who visited Guwahati (Assam, the starting point of the
second rally) in November (2012), to take stock of the
preparation for the flag down ceremony, joined the Chief Minister
of Assam Tarun Gogoi, to express confidence that the rally would
demonstrate enormous possibilities for people-to-people
contacts and promotion of trade and commerce between the
northeast and the ASEAN countries. The Chief Minister said
the northeast India had a lot of affinity with the ASEAN countries
in cultural practices, and food habits besides historical links.
By building such bridges of understanding and interaction, the
circle of prosperity and growth gets heightened and is a catalyst
for boosting tourism in the area. The Prime Minister also in his
address to the 10th India-ASEAN Summit in Phnom Penh laid
great stress on the connectivity factor in promoting closer
relations between India and the ASEAN. He said:
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"Connectivity with ASEAN in all its dimensions - physical,
institutional, and people-to-people - continues to be a
strategic priority for India. Two major commemorative events
this year - the India - ASEAN Car Rally and the ASEAN sailing
expedition of the Indian naval ship Sudarshini - highlight the
importance and potential for connecting India and the ASEAN
by sea, surface and air links."

52. Ever since the beginning of the India - ASEAN Summit
process in 2002, India has sought greater and larger integration
with the Southeast Asian region as a whole. New initiative in
the field of people-to-people contacts, space cooperation,
capacity building, information and communication technology,
media exchange have been initiated as a means to infuse more
depth into the relationship. Visitors from most countries of the
ASEAN have the facility of visa on arrival in India. In 2011 India
hosted a group of 100 students from the ASEAN countries. The
Prime Minister told the 9th ASEAN - India Summit in Bali
(November 19, 2011) that given the enthusiastic response and
positive feedback, New Delhi would increase the number to 250
students annually. India has established vocational training
centres in ASEAN countries. The Entrepreneurship
Development Centres (EDCs) and Centres for English
Language Training set up by India in CLMV countries have
benefitted the younger generation in these countries and come
for all round appreciation. There is a proposal to set up more
such centres. Since media plays an important role in fostering
relationships, connecting people and nations, and building
bridges of understanding, the Prime Minister has wished "to
institutionalise the Media Exchange Programme" and offered
to host two groups of 20 ASEAN journalists each year for three
years.

53. The success of the cooperation between India and the
ASEAN in a short span of time, inspired both to further enhance
their cooperation in the coming years. To lay down the roadmap
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for the future, the 8th ASEAN - India Summit in Hanoi in October
2010 had set up "an Eminent Persons Group to take stock of
the 20 years of ASEAN - India cooperation and chart further
directions of ASEAN - India Dialogue Relations". It submitted
its report at the 10th Summit in Phnom Penh making significant
recommendations to increase the engagement between them
and expand cooperation across the board. It also recommended
a mid-term review in 2017 of the future trends in their multi-
faceted cooperation, based on its recommendations. The EPG
felt convinced that the implementation of its recommendations
"will contribute significantly to the elevation of ASEAN - India
relations to a strategic partnership".

54. History moves in cycles. If 19th century belonged to
Europe, and the 20th was the American century, the 21st is the
Asian century. The events of the last couple of decades have
left no one in doubt of the Asians' claim to it. The world is
converging to Asia-Pacific region. The United States realised it
and has already announced the acceptance of this truth as
reflected in the reorientation of its security and strategic policies.
Asia is geared to this responsibility and ready to meet the
challenges of the 21st century. The Indian External Affairs
Minister set the agenda for Asia in his address at the 4th Delhi
India-ASEAN Dialogue on February 13, 2012 in New Delhi. He
said:

"As we progress into the Asian Century, which is marked by
a shift of the economic centre of gravity to this part of the
world, we must also take cognizance of the global economic
and politico-security environment. This requires us to build
and strengthen mechanisms for communication and
consultation between our governments, corporate sectors
and our people. Our policies need to, simultaneously,
safeguard our high rates of growth, enhance trade in goods
and services, bring together our collective resources for
mutual benefit, connect our spaces institutionally, increase
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investments for growth and enable our people to interact
freely."

The intrinsic links that have existed and nurtured through the
centuries between India and the countries of the Asia-Pacific
region are a tribute to "our enterprising ancestors (who) created
through the passage of time a most wonderful matrix of mutually
enriching culture and mutually reinforcing bonds" that we feel
the urge "to assiduously promote people-to-people relations
(and) it is on these ties that the future of our relations will soar'.
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