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PREFACE

The series India’s Foreign Relations, showcasing, as the name implies,
documents on India’s foreign relations is published annually. Since its launch
in 2005, volumes for 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006 have made their
appearance. The present is, therefore, the 6th in the series. It is published
in cooperation with the Public Diplomacy Division of the Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India.

A look at the Contents would show that the debate on India – US Civil
Nuclear Energy Cooperation Agreement dominated the foreign policy
discourse during the year. The position taken by the Left Parties on the
subject was an important element in this debate. Since the Left Parties
provide outside support to the Government in Parliament, their stand on
this vital policy matter, impacted the domestic politics of the country. The
Bharatiya Janata Party, as the principal opposition party and the party which
initiated the process of strategic cooperation with the United States when it
was in power, under the innocuous heading “Next Step in the Strategic
Partnership” also found fault with the proposed agreement on several
counts. To give a comprehensive picture of the developments during the
year, it became necessary, therefore, to deviate from the past practice of
including only the official documents in the compendiums in this series. As
would be observed, the statements and resolutions of the Left Parties and
the BJP on the subject have been given a place in the Appendix attached
to Section-II on Civil Nuclear Energy Cooperation. To complete the picture,
editorials in the national newspapers and views of the intellectual community
on both sides of the spectrum have also been included.

As relations with the United States were dominated by the debate on Civil
Nuclear Energy Cooperation, readers are advised to look at this section
also when looking for documents on India – United States relations and
vice a versa.

The documents have been arranged thematically, region-wise and
chronologically. A large number of agreements of diverse nature were
signed with various countries during high level visits abroad and in India in
the course of the year. Considering the increasing bulk of the collection,
agreements that have bearing on strategic and foreign policy issues alone
have been included here. However, in the case of neighbouring countries,
as per past practice, all agreements even of non-political and non-strategic
nature would be found, since India’s relations with its neighbours need to
be covered comprehensively.
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In reproducing the documents every care has been taken to adhere to the
original text in every manner including in terms of spellings of proper nouns
and punctuations.

For many years, I have been making use of the library of the India
International Centre. and received a large measure of logistical support
from the officers and staff of the Library. I owe a debt of gratitude to them.

As in the past, preparation of this volume, in such a short time after the
close of the year, needed the cooperation of a large number of officers of
the Ministry of External Affairs. The list is too long and I express my apologies
for not being able to list them individually in expressing my gratitude.
However, the names that must find mention are those of Shri Amit Dasgupta,
Shri Narender Singh and Dr. Kajal Bhat. My thanks to them. Shri TCA
Rangachari has been generous with his time to fine tune the introduction.
Thank you, Sir. However, the views expressed in the introduction are only
mine and I take full responsibility for them. I too own the responsibility for
any deficiency or inadequacy that may be otherwise found in this work.

Avtar Singh Bhasin

New Delhi,
February 20, 2008.
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 INTRODUCTION

The year 2007 was momentous in the history of India’s foreign
relations since independence in more ways than one. It was
for the first time that an issue of foreign policy— the Civil
Nuclear Energy Cooperation Agreement with the United
States— dominated the discourse of domestic politics and
evoked interest on a wide spectrum as never before. It divided
the public opinion both vertically and horizontally. It is not only
that some political parties differed with the Government on
the desirability or otherwise of the agreement, it threatened to
upset the ruling coalition government as well. The intellectual
community too stood divided vertically. All this, in turn, found
expression in large-scale media analysis of the issues involved,
for several months. Nuclear scientists, strategic and security
experts and political analysts came out with a plethora of
articles in the media.

2. The trend of the discussions on civil nuclear energy cooperation
with the United States since the Joint Declaration of July 2005,
both inside and outside of the parliament, left one with the
impression that the proposal was sailing rather smoothly,
through the rough waters of Indian politics. The public opinion,
particularly the nuclear scientists, appeared enthusiastic at
the prospects of the nuclear apartheid that India suffered and
endured since the Pokharan – I, nearing its end. There were
indeed some hiccups now and then. The government’s deft
handling by explaining the nuances helped to clear many a
cloud, both grey and dark. There were certainly occasions
when some pronouncements in the United States Congress
and media on the question of proliferation and accusing the
US Administration of rewarding India for violating the Nuclear
Non-proliferation Treaty, raised eye brows in India but it did
not take much time for the government to clarify the position.
The United States establishment too extended a helping hand
with its assurances and it assuaged the ruffled feathers.
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3. Nonetheless no major roadblocks were anticipated in tying
the formal knot and sewing up the agreement. The Hyde Act
passed by the US Congress and assented to by the U. S.
President in 2006, amending the US Atomic Energy Act,
1954, was only an enabling legislation that paved the way
for Washington to enter into negotiations with India for
cooperation in the civil nuclear energy cooperation. Given
the sensitivities of the issues involved on both sides, it took
several rounds of discussions between the senior officials of
the two countries before an acceptable draft of an agreement
emerged, initialed and frozen for final signatures at
appropriate levels of the two governments but after the
necessary constitutional procedures and other pre-conditions
had been gone though. To Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh, the Agreement was a harbinger of great change. In
his speech at the dedication ceremony of the Units 3 & 4 of
the Tarapur Atomic Power Plant on August 31, he said: “India
cannot afford to miss the nuclear bus,” and added “There is
today talk the world over of a nuclear renaissance, and we
cannot afford to miss the bus or lag behind these global
developments.”

4. The draft, soon after it was made public after Cabinet
approval, saw dissenting voices being raised on some fronts.
The nuclear establishment and the scientific community by
and large were supportive of the agreement and even
euphoric that the lifting of the curbs on nuclear cooperation
would give a fresh impetus to nuclear research in the country.

5. The point to underline here is that the initialed draft was meant
not only to make the path smooth for future cooperation with
the United States alone but also with the other 45 countries
constituting the Nuclear Supplier Group (NSG) for the civil
nuclear energy trade. It is pertinent to point out that the
sanctions regime that was imposed on India in the aftermath
of the Pokharan- II in May 1998, did not take much time to
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fizzle out. However, the denial regime of the Pokharan - I
continues to trouble us particularly our nuclear establishment
till this day.

6. The official team that negotiated the final draft of the 1 2 3
agreement felt satisfied for having accomplished a difficult
task successfully. It was convinced that all the essential Indian
concerns were taken care of, even as some adjustments
were made to meet the concerns of the other party. An
Agreement by its very nature is a compromise document of
the sovereign interests of sovereign powers putting their seal
to it.

7. In anticipation of the end to the nuclear denial regime, both
France and Russia, keen on nuclear cooperation with India,
had signed in-principle agreements of intent to help New Delhi
with its civil nuclear energy development programme. In doing
so, both left New Delhi in no doubt that the actual
implementation would have to wait, until India signed the
India-specific safeguards agreement with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and successfully negotiated
with the NSG countries for withdrawal of the restrictions on
nuclear trade that were in place, the pre-requisite of the now
negotiated 1 2 3 agreement too.

8. In the clutter of the debate that followed the publication of
the 1 2 3 agreement on the India-US Civil Nuclear Energy
Cooperation, the critics lost sight of the fact that in the post-
Second World War, concept of sovereignty as an absolute
factor, stood heavily eroded. The war itself had shaken
notions such as citizenship, national sovereignty and the
nation state. Assumptions accepted in pre-war world were
swept away by the avalanche of the war. In more than half a
century since then, the shape of the world has changed.
There was no purpose in clinging to a world that had gone
away. As for the horrors, they continue to spill over into distant
corners of the globe in new forms devastating civil societies.
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There are new challenges which need new responses.

9. Today, we swear by the mantra of interdependence. We pride
ourselves as living in a global village. The violation of human
rights, and undermining of democratic institutions in any
country, invites the ire of civil society every where. The
governments routinely take position on violation of these
norms in any part of the world. Unlike in the past, such
expression of concern is considered as legitimate. The erring
governments today cannot get away by taking the plea that
the issue falls in their domestic domain. They do defer to
expression of such concerns. It is not uncommon for
governments to amend their labour laws, under pressure of
civil society and international organizations because of the
concern shown by them on some aspect of their operation,
like employment of child labour in manufacturing.
Environmental concern is another issue on which nations
are being called upon to formulate legislations in line with
global needs and requirements. Apex international and
national entities such as WTO, EU, chambers of commerce
and industry, even voluntary organizations and NGOs, play
no less important role in shaping responses to issues of
foreign and economic policies and some times the policy
itself.

10. In an inter-dependent world, cooperation among nations is
possible only on openly and freely negotiated and mutually
accepted terms based on give and take. The high growth
and social progress, hitherto the attribute of domestic politics
have today assumed international ramifications. Neither is
possible without foreign investments and modern technology.
Narrowing the gap between the rich and the poor, maintaining
economic vitality and efficiency, attracting greater foreign
investments and enhancing the competitiveness of
indigenous industry against globalizing trends, promoting
mega projects and at the same time helping the smaller
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entrepreneurs to stand competition and survive, are the
challenges which no longer can be met in isolation and
standing aloof. All these challenges have global dimensions
and could be met only in concert with the international
community on terms acceptable to all.

11. We, in India, because of our historical experience, are
paranoid with the idea of multinational and trans-national
entities gulping Indian industry and business and perhaps
us, as a nation, politically. We need to get out of the East
India Company syndrome. India has come a long way in
the last six decades since independence. We are today
witness to a phenomenon where Indians are buying out
multinationals and transnational conglomerates. This is
happening because our national entities have come out of
the cocoons in which they were wrapped for too long. They
have torn themselves away from the apron strings of the
government. They are now playing in an international
environment and competing with the best in the world.

12. The strategic need for clean energy, given the new found
global concern for environment, poses a new challenge to
the foreign policy establishment. India’s economic
resurgence demands far greater interaction with external
factors than before. We need access to international
markets, new sources of energy, advanced technologies,
and foreign investments on a scale much larger than in the
decades following independence. This calls for increasing
the bandwidth of our political engagement with the outside
world. This means evolving newer responses to the ever-
changing ground realities in a world full of uncertainties. In
this scenario our response in terms of instruments of policy,
tactics and strategy could not be the same as it has been till
the other day.

13. In the 21st century there are new and diverse challenges.
Each challenge generates a new opportunity and vice-a –
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versa. We find ourselves at the threshold of an era full of
new opportunities. But opportunities run after those who
know how to grab them and make best use of them. The
Political, economic, environmental and demographic
challenges impinge on intra-state conduct of relations. As
the complexity and intensity of these challenges dawn on
us, the realization of greater interdependence of peoples
and nations requiring collective action becomes indeed
urgent and critical. It is the acceptance of these basic urges
of the globalized world that the World Trade Organization
was established that stands tall  today. Since development
and democracy are mutually reinforcing, the rule of law is
equally critical for ensuring economic progress and human
development, which in turn contributes to the consolidation
of peace.

14. As stated above, interaction among sovereign countries
is essentially a matching of sovereign but competing
interests. It involves living with contradictions. No written
document of any nature can spell out every thing on earth
in black and white. There are grey areas which are left
vague and unexplained.  Reconciling those calls for
ingenuity of the highest order. It is the outcome of this
interaction that constitutes international relations called
diplomacy. Great nations have diverse interests and
contradictory challenges to meet. There cannot be a strait
jacket or a single approach to them. What is good in one
situation may not answer the needs of another since the
ground realit ies may differ. Reconcil ing these
contradictions is an attribute of diplomacy too.

15. A treaty or an agreement is only a statement of broad
principles. The taste of the pudding lies in its eating. In the
ultimate analysis it is how we conduct ourselves and what
benefits we draw out of it, to strengthen ourselves socially
and economically would determine the course of our destiny
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and not merely a piece of paper on which an agreement
may be written.

16. It was to emphasize these positive attributes of the 1 2 3
Agreement that the Prime Minister in his speech in the Lok
Sabha on August 13 said:

“…the Agreement is about civil nuclear energy co-
operation.  It is an Agreement between two States
possessing advanced nuclear technologies, both
parties having the same benefits and advantages.
The significance of the Agreement lies in the fact
that when brought into effect, it will open the way
for full civil nuclear energy cooperation between
India and the United States.  We have negotiated
this Agreement as an equal partner, precisely be-
cause of the achievements of our scientists and
technologists in overcoming the barriers placed
around us in the past.  This is an Agreement based
on the principle of mutual benefit.”

17. Assuring the nation through the Parliament, the Prime
Minister in the same speech, left no body in any doubt that
India cannot be made to compromise on its independence
of action. He said:

“…the pursuit of a foreign policy that is indepen-
dent in its judgement is a legacy of our founding
fathers and an abiding commitment of our Govern-
ment. India is too large and too important a coun-
try to have the independence of its foreign policy
taken away by any power. Today, India stands on
the world stage as an influential and respected
member of the international community. There is
independence in our thought and independence in
our actions.… I would like to reiterate that our en-
gagement today with all global powers like US,
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Russia, China, EU, UK, France, Germany and Ja-
pan is unprecedented. Engagement with West,
East, South East and Central Asia has been sig-
nificantly stepped up with visible results. We are
building new frontiers in our ties with Africa and
Latin America. In South Asia we seek to develop a
peaceful environment, one which is conducive to
ambitious developmental targets. I urge those who
question our commitment to an independent for-
eign policy to display the same degree of confi-
dence in India, as others from outside do…”

18. In appealing the Parliament to support the agreement that
the Government had worked out with the United States, the
Prime Minister said:

“…there is no question that we will ever compro-
mise, in any manner, our independent foreign
policy. We shall retain our strategic autonomy. At
the same time, we must not forget India’s long-
standing commitment to the noble ideas of nuclear
disarmament and our refusal to participate in any
arms race, including a nuclear arms race………
Our negotiators deserve credit for delivering to the
nation an Agreement, which can potentially trans-
form the economic prospects of our country. It is
an Agreement that will enable us to meet the twin
challenges of energy security and environmental
sustainability, and remove the technology denial
regimes that have, for decades, been a major con-
straint on our development. At the same time, it
will bring India the recognition it deserves thanks
to the outstanding achievements of our scientists
in nuclear and space sciences as well as other high
technology areas.”
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19. The assurances extended by the Prime Minister and the
External Affairs Minister both in and outside of Parliament
did not take the edge off the criticism of the coalition partners
in Left Parties and the main Opposition Party, the Bharatiya
Janata Party. For different reasons they remained skeptical
of the agreement and the assurances extended to them by
the Government.

20. The Bharatiya Janata Party’s opposition was predicated
mainly on three counts—(i) the Agreement compromised
India’s nuclear deterrent and future weaponization
programme; (ii) compromised India’s foreign policy and (iii)
made Indian foreign policy subservient. Many found the BJP’s
opposition ironic, in that it was the party, which when in power
had authored the programme. Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh, when he initially explained the contours of the
agreement to the BJP leadership, including the former Prime
Minister, had said: “I have accomplished what you had
initiated”. That Party’s appreciation of the official team for
accomplishing a difficult task successfully did not go un-
noticed.

21. The Left parties saw the agreement in a different perspective.
They appeared to be paranoid by past prejudices. They were
afraid that the Agreement would bind India in an unholy
alliance with the United States to sub-serve it global foreign
policy goals. In this context India’s attitude to Iran’s nuclear
programme was touted as an example. The Left, too had
convinced itself that nuclear energy was not the best and
only option to meet the ends of energy security. It was
expensive as compared to thermal and hydro power, they
claimed. Invoking the National Common Minimum
Programme, agreed upon between the United Progressive
Alliance and the Left Parties at the time of formation of the
Government, following the 2004 general elections, the Left
said it was not on its agenda. They further argued that the
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Agreement did not meet the assurances held out by the Prime
Minister in the past with regard to (i) uninterrupted nuclear
fuel supplies; (ii) certain dual use technologies which were
barred under the Agreement; and (iii) the 1 2 3 Agreement
can be terminated at the discretion of the USA but India would
assume certain obligations in perpetuity under the IAEA
Safeguard Agreement.

22. The External Affairs Minister in his speech in the Lok Sabha
on August 16 assured the nation that there were no grounds
to raise doubts about India’s ability to maintain its
independence of action in respect to both foreign and nuclear
policies. He too tried to convince the unconvinced that the
agreement did not bar India from conducting a nuclear test,
if it became necessary. Mr. Mukherjee said:

“India has the sovereign right to test and would do
so if it is necessary in national interest. The only
restraint is our voluntary unilateral moratorium on
nuclear testing, declared by the previous govern-
ment and being continued by the successor gov-
ernment. There is nothing in the bilateral agree-
ment that would tie the hands of a future govern-
ment or legally constrain its options. A decision to
undertake a future nuclear test would be India’s
sovereign decision, resting solely with the Govern-
ment of India.

Nowhere in the bilateral agreement on Coopera-
tion for Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy with the
United States of America is testing mentioned. The
bilateral cooperation agreement contains elaborate
provisions in Articles 5 and 14 to ensure the con-
tinuous operation of India’s reactors. These include
fuel supply assurances, the right to take corrective
measures, and a strategic fuel reserve for the life-
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time of India’s reactors in case of cessation of co-
operation.”

23. The Left Parties though not part of the ruling United
Progressive Alliance were nevertheless important allies,
standing in support of the Government, from outside. Their
opinion could not be brushed aside. The Government felt
obliged to take them on board. To reconcile the differences
separating the Alliance and the Left on this issue, a
Committee consisting of leaders of both the sides is making
efforts to create the necessary consensus that would enable
the government to fulfil its international commitment.
Meanwhile the Government has commenced negotiations
with the International Atomic Energy Agency for an India
specific safeguards agreement for the civil nuclear
cooperation.

24. As the year 2007 came to a close, the negotiations with the
IAEA remained inconclusive. It is hoped that the final
agreement would meet the concerns of all and a national
consensus would emerge which would enable India to go
ahead with the agreement with the United States. Meanwhile
several countries principally Russia and France are waiting
to extend their helping hand to India to meet its quest for
clean energy.

25. Having said that, one might hasten to add that India remains
committed to the goal of universal disarmament, particularly
nuclear disarmament on a universal basis. The Foreign
Secretary Shivshankar Menon in his speech at the
International Institute of Strategic studies said as much on
May 3rd. He said:

“As for the threat from weapons of mass destruc-
tion to international security, we believe that gen-
eral and complete disarmament including nuclear
disarmament must remain on the international
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agenda. India’s status as a Nuclear Weapon State
does not diminish its commitment to the objective
of a nuclear weapon free world. Aspiring for a non-
violent world order, through global, verifiable and
non-discriminatory nuclear disarmament continues
to be an important plank of our nuclear policy that
is characterized by restraint, responsibility, trans-
parency, predictability and a defensive orientation.
We maintain our voluntary moratorium on tests, are
ready to engage in negotiations in a non-discrimi-
natory Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty, and we en-
force strict and comprehensive export controls,
which have now been harmonized with those of
the Nuclear Suppliers Group and the Missile Tech-
nology Control Regime. We have scrupulously not
transferred enrichment and reprocessing technolo-
gies to countries that do not have them, and have
supported international efforts to halt their spread.
Recent events have shown that a new global con-
sensus on non-proliferation is required, based on
an equal partnership of responsible states. As a
responsible nuclear power with impeccable creden-
tials on non-proliferation, we are ready to be a part-
ner against proliferation, working closely to create
a new consensus on which to move forward.”

II

26. In the recent years, India’s ‘Look East Policy’ has taken firm
roots. Relations with East and South-East Asia received a
shot in the arm by New Delhi deciding to integrate the
economic development of the States of the North-East India
with the region. This part of India on the periphery of the
Southeast Asia is a natural bridge between India and
Southeast Asia. The essence of this policy was articulated by
the External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee, on October
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31 at a meeting in New Delhi, participated among others, by
Minister for Development of North Eastern Region Mani
Shankar Aiyar and Chief Ministers of all the North Eastern
States besides the Union Ministers of Home, Defence,
Finance, Road Transport and Highways. Mr. Mukherjee said:

“Essentially, what we are looking at here is a new
paradigm of development whereby our foreign policy
initiatives blend seamlessly into our national eco-
nomic development. Given that we have, over 15
years of pursuing our Look East Policy, put in place
certain diplomatic and political structures, there is
need now to make these structures work for our
North Eastern Region. Diplomatic initiatives urgently
need to be converted into commercial opportunities.
For this purpose, MEA will work in close coopera-
tion with the Ministry for the Development of the
North Eastern Region, the Planning Commission,
all economic ministries and the State governments.”

27. The interventions made by the Chief Ministers of North Eastern
States at the meeting focused primarily on the present state
of connectivity and of infrastructure available in the North
Eastern States, capacity building, future potential for export
and tourism, the possibility of institutional cooperation in training
and research and on-going action being taken by State
Governments with a view to dovetail national development
strategies with various foreign policy initiatives. Mr. Mukherjee
on his part assured that the Ministry of External Affairs “will
take all the necessary initiatives in the pursuit of Look East
Policy, as would especially benefit the North East region of
India. The development policies of the northeastern region
should also be directed to attain greater connectivity with the
region next door.”

28. The Public Diplomacy Division of the Ministry of External
Affairs during the course of the year organized seminars and
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discussions in the northeast to get the input from a larger
body of public opinion in its push to the Look East Policy.
This was a new experience, particularly for the people of the
Northeastern region, who in the past found themselves at
the margins in the formulations of foreign policy. It marked a
paradigm shift from the standard practice whereby the foreign
relations were treated as an esoteric subject for discussion
among a few occupying the official hierarchy, academia and
the intellectuals. The Public Diplomacy Division is, to that
extent, the harbinger of a change in mindset. There is
realization that the issues, even of foreign policy, have a
bearing on the lives of the people at large, and they needed
to be involved in the debate and discussion to formulate an
inclusive policy.

29. Bilateral ministerial visits to some of these countries and the
East Asia and ASEAN Summits participated in by the Prime
Minister himself had helped to project the invigorated image
of India in the region, where the subtext is the pending
challenge in negotiating bilateral and multilateral free trade
agreements. Another dimension of this policy in the coming
years would be the ability of New Delhi to go along with the
initiative of quadripartite forum of major Asia-Pacific
Democracies given the Chinese discomfort.

30. It is the ancient links of India to the greater East Asian region
that highlighted the overarching cultural setting in the year
2007. The exhibition “On the Nalanda Trail” in Singapore
that coincided with the  ASEAN Summit and the revival of
the Nalanda University, was a reminder to the East Asian
countries of the links that ancient India had with them. It
sought to emphasis the cultural homogeneity of the region
with India.

31. In this context it would be relevant to recall the remarks of
Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at the reception
hosted by him for the EAS leaders: “The ancient university
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in Nalanda was not just devoted to Buddhist studies. It was
also a first-class educational institution and the most global
university of its time. ... The new Nalanda (university) should
strive to perform a role consistent with this original ethos
and vision. It should be a great intellectual centre, an icon
of the Asian renaissance. ... It should also be a centre of
civilisational dialogue and inter-faith understanding as the
original Nalanda once was. In this way, the Nalanda project
can be an inspiration for the future of Asia.”

32. The success of Northeast as the cutting edge of our Look
East Policy, could pave the way for similar developments
in other bordering areas as well. The problems of
development and of administration of areas bordering
Bihar and Nepal have a lot in common; Indian Punjab with
the Pakistani Punjab, Tamil Nadu with Sri Lanka and West
Bengal with Bangladesh. As the political situation in the
neighbouring countries stabilizes in course of time, the
State Governments in India could be counted upon to
spearhead a new policy momentum towards these regions.
Until then, it would be fruitful for these regions to be
conscious and aware of the developmental trends across
their borders. As the classic diplomacy develops new
shibboleths under the pressure of globalization, the foreign
policy establishment too needs to look for new instruments
in the coming decades. This could perhaps be one of
them!!

III

33. In the year 2007 several milestones in bilateral relations
between India and China were reached. The high point of
this relationship was the new area of cooperation in the
defence sector. The first defence dialogue under the MOU
on Defence Cooperation signed in 2006 took place in
November. General JJ Singh, Chief of the Army Staff
visited China in May and received a warm welcome. In
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June the Defence Minister during his visit to Singapore to
take part in the Security Dialogue met with the Chinese
Deputy Chief of General Staff Gen. Zhang Qinsheng. The
first ever joint military exercises between the armies of
the two countries were held in the third week of December
in the Chinese province of Yunnan. The Spokesperson of
the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Beijing described
the exercises as “helpful in building mutual trust and
promoting cooperation” and favoured an increase in such
activities to improve stability and security in the region.
External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee described them
as part of security strategy and said they would continue.
It was indeed a new and important chapter in Sino-Indian
relations.

34. As a confidence building measure, the Foreign Ministries of
the two countries have been linked by a hot line. New
Consulates have started operating in Guangzhou in China
and Kolkata in India. The Chinese airlines have added new
air-routes and flights between the two countries. China and
India also mutually hosted the Year of Culture in each others
countries.

35. To find a solution to the boundary question three rounds of
dialogue between the Special Representatives of the two
countries took place in 2007. Altogether eleven sessions of
boundary talks, in the four years since the Special
Representatives were appointed for this purpose in 2003,
have been held.

36. On October 25 the External Affairs Minister told a press
conference in Harbin, on the sidelines of the India-China-
Russia Trilateral Summit that at the 11th round of boundary
talks held in September, it had been decided to set up a
Working Group to prepare the framework for the resolution
of the boundary question.  He expected some thing positive
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to come out of this new exercise and said: “Let us wait for
the recommendations of the Working Group.”

37. In recent months the un-demarcated Line of Actual Control
(LAC) held by the two countries on the ground, gave rise to
some misunderstanding. The media reports said that the
Chinese were guilty of intrusions into the Indian territory in
the Eastern Sector. The Government of India in trying to allay
these apprehensions said in Parliament on November 22
that this was necessarily due to “the perceptions of the LAC,”
which overlapped “at many places”.

38. Despite this, the reports of ‘intrusions’ persisted and the
Defence Minister on December 1 assured the suspecting
media: “There was no incursion by the Chinese troops in
Indian territory, be it in Sikkim or Arunachal Pradesh.” He
however added that there might have been isolated incidents
on the borders arising out of the difference of perception on
territorial jurisdiction between the two countries and
expressed confidence that all minor problems and differences
of perception would be resolved through negotiations. He
described China as “our strategic partner”.

39. At the political level there were several high level meetings
between the leaders of the two countries. The Prime Minister
met the Chinese President Hu Jintao in Berlin on the sidelines
of the G-8 Outreach Conference. He utilized this opportunity
to allay Chinese apprehension that India by joining the United
States, Japan, and Australia in a quadrilateral cooperation
was ganging up against China. He assured Beijing that the
quadripartite was only for exchange of views on
developments from their experiences as democracies. It had
no security implications and the Chinese President was
satisfied with this clarification.

40. The Prime Minister met the Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao
twice—once in Cebu (Philippines) in January and second
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time in Singapore in November on the occasion of the India-
ASEAN Summit. At the Singapore Summit the two leaders
reiterated their readiness to take the India-China Strategic
and Cooperative Partnership for Peace and Prosperity to a
new level. Premier Wen conveyed that friendship with India
was the strategic and long term objective of China. The Prime
Minister reiterated to Premier Wen that India attached great
importance to its partnership with China, and was resolved
to ensuring the comprehensive development of bilateral
relations for mutual benefit and on the basis of mutual
sensitivity to each others’ concerns. Both the leaders
reiterated their readiness, to see a fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable solution to the Boundary Question. They
too expressed satisfaction at the progress that is being made
by the Special Representatives in this regard.

41. The Chinese Foreign Ministry described the meeting between
the two leaders as marking “long-term friendship, mutually
beneficial cooperation and common development between
the two countries (which) will have a profound impact on
Asia and the world at large. Facts prove that the development
of friendship and cooperation between China and India has
brought pragmatic benefits to the two peoples and has
promoted South-South cooperation as well as peace and
development in the world”.  On the question of border talks,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said it was his
Government’s political will to settle the border issue and his
country “will make joint efforts with China to overcome
difficulties and push forward the negotiation over it, under
the political principles reached by the two countries.”

42. According to the Indian officials, Mr. Wen was “supportive of
international civil nuclear energy cooperation with India.”  It
may be added in parenthesis that the visit of Dr. Manmohan
Singh to China in January 2008 provided an opportunity to
the leaders of the two countries to take the friendship to still
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higher levels and help in resolving the outstanding question
of the boundary to the satisfaction of both the countries.

43. On the question of expansion of trade and other economic
relations, External Affairs Minister Mr. Mukherjee, speaking
on June 16 to journalists on the sidelines of a seminar on
“Look East Policy,” organized by the Public Diplomacy
Division of the Ministry of External Affairs in Shillong,
underlined the role of trade in the promotion of bilateral
relations and said issues such as trade and commerce with
China could not be kept pending till the resolution of the
border dispute.  Bilateral trade is galloping forward. In 2006,
the trade volume between the two countries had crossed 25
billion US dollars, a rise of 33.8 per cent over 2005.  That in
itself was an increase of 37 per cent over 2004. The bilateral
trade in 2007 has galloped to $ 38.5 billion thus almost
touching the target set for 2010 of $ 40 billion two years in
advance. It is the vision of the leaders of the two countries
that this figure would surpass 60 billion US dollars by 2010.
It is another matter that India which had a surplus balance of
trade with China only a few years ago is now running a deficit.
The deficit which was around US $ 1 billion in 2001, touched
$ 11 billion in 2007. The other disquieting feature of this trade
for India was that while Chinese exports were mostly capital
and manufactured goods, India’s export basket consisted
mostly of primary goods. Along with the rising trend in trade,
there was an increase in the presence of Indian business
and industry, banks, consultants and law firms in China.

44. China is pressing a reluctant India for a Regional Trade
Agreement as well as for recognition of China as a market
economy. New Delhi is shying away from both because of
the suspicions of the Indian business and Industry that there
were hidden subsidies in Chinese pricing system and it lacked
transparency. These issues would form part of the India-
China economic agenda in 2008.
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IV

45. With Japan there is an all-round relationship covering several
fields of activity. Apart from strategic and global partnership
that India enjoys with Japan, the economic relationship has
several hopeful features. A major project already under
execution is the Delhi Metro. Those on the anvil are dedicated
freight corridors – Delhi-Mumbai, Delhi-Kolkata; and a Delhi-
Mumbai industrial corridor. The bilateral trade is expected to
touch the level of US $ 20 billion by 2010. During the visit of the
Japanese Prime Minister to New Delhi in August, after the
successful visit of Dr. Manmohan Singh to Japan in December
2006, the importance of delivering a high-quality and mutually
beneficial EPA/CEPA that reflected the strategic importance of
bilateral relations and fully harnesses the potential of the
economic relationship, was reaffirmed.

46. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe presence in New Delhi in August
provided the opportunity to further strengthen the strategic
partnership and cooperation in various fields. The visit set forth
a road-map for “New Dimensions to the Strategic and Global
Partnership” between the two countries in fields, like maintaining
the safety and security of sea lanes in the Asia Pacific and the
Indian Ocean regions, and fight against transnational crimes,
terrorism, piracy and proliferation of Weapons of Mass
Destruction.

47. A system of annual strategic dialogue between the foreign
ministers of the two countries, starting with the talks held in
March 2007, injected a new dynamism in the bilateral relations.
A new chapter in this direction was the series of decisions
between the two prime ministers, to continue to hold regular
dialogue between the National Security Advisor of India and
the Japanese counterpart, commencement of bi-annual Foreign
Secretary/Vice Minister level dialogue and the launch of an
exchange programme of young diplomats in order to promote
mutual understanding between the two Foreign Offices.
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48. The new paradigm shift was the recognition of the two prime
ministers that “common interests of the two countries in the
defence and security fields require steady and qualitative
up-gradation of cooperation between the two sides, including
inter alia the expansion of the annual calendar of cooperation
and exchanges relating to defence and security, regular
Defence Policy Dialogue, cooperation in sharing of
experience in international peace cooperation under the aegis
of the United Nations and counter-terrorism, information
sharing in important areas of mutual interest, technical
exchange, joint exercises and training and talks between the
services. The two leaders welcomed the participation of the
Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force in the multilateral
maritime exercise ‘Malabar’ ” held in September 2007 in the
Bay of Bengal along with the navies of the US and Australia.

V

49. The vibrancy in India-Russian relations was marked by the
exchange of visits by Russian President and the Indian Prime
Minister during the year. The year 2007 also marked the 60th

anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the two countries. President Putin was also the Chief
Guest at the Indian Republic Day celebrations in New Delhi.
The visit provided the opportunity to the two countries to
reconfirm their resolve to enhance mutual cooperation to
promote the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes.
Recognising that Russia “remains indispensable to the core
of India’s foreign policy interests,” Dr. Manmohan Singh
sought a “comprehensive re-engagement (with Russia) that
would impart new momentum and carry our strategic
partnership to new heights.” All this was manifest in several
agreements negotiated during the year between the two
countries such as joint development of Multi-role transport
aircraft, fifth generation fighter aircraft, cooperation in high
technology sectors like space, science and technology,
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information and communication, cooperation in Russian
Global Navigation Satellite System etc.

50. The Foreign Office Consultations between the two countries
in April offered an opportunity to the two countries to discuss
such issues as Afghanistan, Iran’s nuclear programme, Iraq
and the Middle East, Central Asia, India-Russia-China
trilateral cooperation and cooperation with EU and NATO,
and reforms of the UN, international and transnational
terrorism and narco-trafficking etc. External Affairs Minister
visited Moscow in October for the Inter-governmental
Commission meeting. It discussed major areas of bilateral
cooperation relating to trade, commerce, investment, energy,
science, technology, services, metallurgy, and culture,
besides discussing high technology. The annual trade which
is around four billion US dollars was agreed to be still below
its potential and hence it was agreed to take steps to boost it
further.

51. Although the Joint Commission is a government-to-
government forum, enlarging its scope, it discussed the role
of private sector in furthering economic cooperation between
the two countries. The first India-Russia Forum on Trade
and Investment was held in India in February. The Joint Study
Group set up to analyse the bilateral trade and economic
cooperation, finalized its report in July. There is significant
collaboration among the hydrocarbon, power and energy
related organizations in the two countries and there was
agreement to increase it further. The integrated Long Term
Programme for Scientific and Technological Cooperation
completed its twenty years. For functional reasons it was
decided to set up a new Working Group on Science and
Technology and to re-designate the existing Working Group
on Technologies as the Working Group on Information and
Communication technologies. The India-Russia cooperation
in Defence is on a trajectory to reach new heights with the
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signing of the Agreement for development and production of
Multi-role Transport Aircraft in October during the visit of
Defence Minister. There was of course some
misunderstanding on the cost of refurbished Admiral
Gorshkov, and it supply schedule, which it is hoped would
be resolved after discussions.

52. The high point of the India-Russia relations was the visit of
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh to Russia at the end of
the year. Before his departure for Moscow the Prime Minister
described the India - Russian relations as “an enduring bond
of friendship” and as a factor “of peace and stability in the
region and beyond”. The Prime Minister expressed his
extreme satisfaction on his discussions with President Putin.
The Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon told the media
that the restricted meeting between Prime Minister and
President Putin that preceded delegation level talks went on
for more than two hours, which was unprecedented for such
interactions, and was marked by “really warmth” and “real
meeting of minds.” Expressing dissatisfaction at the present
level of trade between the two countries, the Prime Minister
declared that the two leaders have approved the report of
the India-Russia Joint Study Group to enhance the bilateral
trade to ten billion dollars by 2010 and set up a Joint Task
Force to implement the recommendations of the Study Group.
President Putin himself sounded euphoric when he referred
to the singing of the agreement on the development and
production of multi-role transport aircraft on the heels of
another agreement on the joint construction of a futuristic
fifth generation fighter plane and said “The two agreements
open up new prospects for our cooperation in a highly
sensitive area of defence.” The two countries also agreed to
mount a joint space mission to the moon, to combat drug
trafficking, and utilize rupee debt funds for Russian
investments in India. Both the leaders voiced support for
trilateral cooperation between India-China and Russia and
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declared that it had been put on permanent basis with
possibility for “expansion and deepening in various
directions.”

VI

53. The India-Russia-China Trilateral cooperation made concrete
progress when the foreign ministers of the three countries
met twice during the year in stand-alone meetings. The first
stand-alone meeting was held in Vladivostok on June 2, 2005.
Earlier there were three other meetings, which were held on
the sidelines of UN General Assembly session in 2002 and
2003 and one in Almaty in 2004 on the sidelines of the
Conference on Confidence Building Measures in Asia. The
Summit Meeting among the leaders of India, Russia and
China took place on July 17, 2006 in St. Petersburg on the
sidelines of the G-8 Outreach Conference.

54. It may be recalled that in the Joint Declaration issued at the
end of the Summit meeting between Russian President Putin
and Chinese President Hu Jintao in March 2006 a call was
made by the two leaders to set up an institutional framework
between China, Russia and India for trilateral cooperation.
The Declaration said: “The two sides favour an early
establishment of a mechanism of trilateral cooperation in the
Russia-China-India format in the belief that this will contribute
to a fuller realization of their potentials for economic
development and will strengthen international efforts to stand
up to the new threats and challenges.”  During the visit of Hu
Jintao to New Delhi in November 2006 the concept of trilateral
cooperation too found expression in their Joint Declaration.
It said: “The two sides positively assess the trilateral dialogue
mechanism among India, China and Russia and agree that
exchanges and cooperation under it should be further
substantiated.”

55. The Joint Communique issued at the end of the New Delhi
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Trilateral meeting of the three foreign ministers on February
14, 2007 “reaffirmed that trilateral cooperation was not
directed against the interests of any other country and was,
on the contrary, intended to promote international harmony
and understanding and find common ground amidst divergent
interests. They also emphasized the strong commitment of
India, Russia and China to multilateral diplomacy.” In 2007
the second meeting was held in Harbin (China) on October
24 at which the three foreign ministers “positively assessed
the important role played by the Foreign Ministers’ meeting
mechanism in enhancing mutual trust and understanding and
increasing trilateral exchanges and cooperation.”

56. Believing that the trilateral cooperation had excellent
prospects for development they reaffirmed yet again that
“trilateral cooperation is not targeted against any other country
or organization and is intended to promote international
harmony and mutual understanding and seeks to broaden
common ground amidst divergent interests.”  In their
deliberations the foreign ministers discussed issues ranging
from reform of the UN to climate change and world terrorism.
Taking the cooperation among the three a step further from
political to real issues, they decided that “working-level
mechanisms of Division Head/Director-General should be
established between the Ministries of the three Governments
looking after agriculture, disaster management, medicine and
health to explore concrete ways and methods of cooperation
to the development of agricultural resources, processing of
agricultural produce, research and development, capacity-
building and application of technology in disaster risk mitigation,
exchange of information on the prevention and control of
contagious diseases and in traditional medicine, etc.”.

VII

57. India, Brazil and South Africa have put together a unique
forum, (IBSA) that brings together three large multi-cultural
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democracies from three different continents facing common
challenges of development on a common platform. Formed
in 2004, their first Summit was held in Brasilia in 2006 and
the second in Pretoria (South Africa) in October 2007. It
stands for enhancing cooperation in areas such as science
and technology, education, agriculture, energy, culture,
health, social issues, public and revenue administration. All
the three countries have strongly urged for reform of the
United Nations and expansion of the Security Council to
represent contemporary realities and not those of the year
1945 when it was formed immediately after the Second World
War. All the three are aspirants for membership of the
Security Council and coordinate their efforts in that direction.

58. India had strategic partnership with both the countries on
bilateral basis as well. Apart from the Summit meeting of the
three Heads of Government/State, the foreign ministers of
the three countries gathered in July in New Delhi for the 4th

meeting of the IBSA Trilateral Commission. In September
the editors from the three countries met in New Delhi. The
three foreign ministers met again in New York on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly session. That meeting provided
an opportunity to exchange views on a number of issues on
the international agenda, topics relating to the IBSA Dialogue
Forum and the IBSA Fund for Alleviation of Poverty and
Hunger. They affirmed their determination to strengthen
IBSA’s political segment by enhancing coordination among
their delegations in international fora. They once again
underlined the need for reforms of the UN and expansion of
the Security Council.

59. At the Pretoria Summit in October Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh pointed out that “economic growth cannot happen in
isolation”. He said that unless all sections of society derive
benefits from such growth and develop a stake in the growth
process, “we will be courting social and political instability”.
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He was convinced that “disparities of any type – regional,
gender, inter-community, inter-group – harm the growth
process in the long run.”   The Summit in its Tshwane
Declaration recommitted itself “to vigorously pursue the
deepening of South-South cooperation for sustainable
development… to eradicate poverty through sustained and
inclusive economic growth.”  The Summit emphasized the
goal of the “complete elimination of nuclear weapons and
expressed concern over the lack of progress in the realization
of this goal.”  The Declaration pleaded for time-bound
programme for elimination of nuclear weapons and “prohibit
their development and production, acquisition, testing,
stockpiling, transfer, use or threat of use, and to provide for
their destruction.”  The declaration touched subjects like
climate change, security and stability in Africa, and need for
settlement of conflict in areas afflicted by violence such as
Sudan, Afghanistan, etc. The Summit ended with the signing
of seven agreements ranging from cooperation in Customs
and Tax Administration to public health, education, social
issues, cultural cooperation etc. It was decided to hold the
third Summit in New Delhi in 2008.

VIII

60. Environmental pollution has become a matter of great
international concern and part of international discourse like
other questions of war and peace. India too is concerned
with the hazards of environmental degradation.  In response
to our national commitment to clean environment, New Delhi
has taken major initiatives including adopting a National
Environment Policy, 2006. It synergies environmental and
economic policies and appropriate institutional mechanisms,
to support the integration of three pillars of sustainable
development: economic development, social development
and environmental protection. It recognizes that the
environmental management cannot be treated separately
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from other development concerns and that the poor are seen
not as a problem but as a part of the solution. The policy is
bringing in new models of partnerships between the
Government and the civil society.

61. As a signatory to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, India is committed to climate-friendly
sustainable development. Clean energy and energy efficiency
have become essential elements of our industrial policy. The
Energy Conservation Act, 2001 set the energy consumption
norms for each industry, energy labeling and standards for
all electrical appliances, and energy-efficient building codes.
The Bureau of Energy Efficiency has been established under
this Act. India also has an active renewable energy
programme.

62. India, in response to the problem of green house gases has
been willing to join the other nations of the world to share the
burden of green house gases. India’s emission of green
house gases is miniscule being only 4 percent of the world’s
emission. It, therefore has been taking the position at
international fora that action by India alone would have a
marginal effect on the overall emissions unless the major
industrial countries took full responsibility commensurate with
the emission generated by them. India was determined that
its per-capita GHG emissions did not exceed those of
developed countries even while pursuing policies of
development and economic growth.

63. “The process of burden sharing must be fair”, reminded the
Prime Minister to the industrialized countries at the Berlin
Outreach Conference of the G-8, and added “It should take
into account where the primary responsibility for the present
levels of GHG concentration rests and not perpetuate poverty
among possibilities of accelerated social and economic
development.” Dr. Manmohan Singh had no doubt in his mind
that the developing countries could cut their emissions only
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at a great cost to their development which was not fair. He
therefore made it clear at Berlin that “the time is not ripe for
developing countries to take quantitative targets, as these
would be counter-productive for their development
processes.”

IX

64. The adoption by the United Nations General Assembly
unanimously of a resolution on ‘International Day of Non-
Violence’ piloted by India with the co-sponsorship of 142
countries to annually observe and celebrate Mahatma
Gandhi’s birthday, October 2, as the “International Day of
Non-Violence”, was particularly satisfying to New Delhi. The
idea of promoting such a resolution originated from the
Declaration adopted at the international conference on
“Peace, Non-Violence and Empowerment – Gandhian
Philosophy in the 21st Century” convened in New Delhi in
January of 2007 to commemorate the centenary of the
Satyagraha Movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi in
South Africa. Attended by 91 countries and 122 organisations
besides many eminent personalities, including philosophers
and Nobel laureates, the participants in that conference
solemnly vowed to nurture the values espoused by Mahatma
Gandhi and articulated the collective yearning for a new way
forward to address the problems of hunger and de-
humanizing poverty, which continue to plague humanity, to
build a just and equitable world where people live with dignity
and in peace and harmony with each other in diverse and
pluralistic societies.

65. Mrs. Sonia Gandhi who delivered the keynote address at
the United Nations on October 2 to mark the first Observance
of the International Day of Non-violence underlined the
philosophy of the Mahatma thus: “that strength comes from
righteousness, not force. Power comes from truth, not might.
Victory comes from moral courage, not imposed submission.
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He held that means and ends are inseparable and that in
fact the means themselves shape the ends. He believed
unworthy means can never produce worthy ends.”

X

66. India hosted the 14th Summit of the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in New Delhi on April 3-
4. It was after some year that the summit took place as per
the schedule and went through its agenda smoothly.
Afghanistan having been admitted to the SAARC last year
participated in the Summit for the first time. It was represented
by its President Hamid Karzai. Three of the “observer
countries” - China, South Korea and Japan, were represented
by their Foreign Ministers. The other two observers — United
States and the European Union (E.U.), sent high-level
representatives.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in his inaugural address
put forward new initiatives to make SAARC a more
meaningful regional organisation. He offered “zero duty”
access to goods from Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Nepal, the
Maldives and Bhutan. He said India would no longer insist on
“reciprocity” on trade issues from many of its neighbours.
(Trade issues with Pakistan, however, remained unresolved
because of Pakistan’s insistence on maintaining a positive list
of prohibited articles for bilateral trade.)

67. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announced some other steps
to accelerate the process of economic integration in the region.
He hinted at visa liberalization procedures for scholars,
journalists, students and those in need of medical help from
SAARC countries. He spoke of the “compelling vision” he had
of a rapidly developing South Asia playing an important role
on the world stage. He noted with satisfaction that SAARC
member-states had started resolving their bilateral differences,
which had prevented it in the past from realizing its full potential.
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He said that the time had come for all South Asian countries
“to join hands to realize our shared destiny”.

68. Similar sentiments were echoed by other leaders too.
Bangladesh Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed said that the
larger and comparatively more advanced member-states had
a special responsibility to aid the less developed ones.
President Mahinda Rajapaksa asked for a collective response
to the issue of terrorism from the member-states.  He was in
favour of adopting speedily a “common currency” to speed up
the process of regional integration. The Pakistan Prime Minister
said that the political atmosphere in South Asia still remained
“vitiated by disputes and mistrust”. Mr. Shaukat Aziz highlighted
the need to promote an environment of genuine peace and
security in South Asia which would help reduce the “trust deficit”
among member-countries. In his maiden speech President
Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan focussed on the issue of
terrorism. He favoured the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline.

[However both India and Pakistan remained committed to the
Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline. A meeting between the Indian
and Pakistani Prime Ministers led the two sides to announce
that they would pursue the Iran – Pakistan – India gas pipeline
project sincerely. They expressed satisfaction over the
progress made so far at the technical-level talks amongst the
three sides.]

69. Having said that, there was an undercurrent of feeling that
SAARC had not yet managed to achieve its full potential.
Pakistani Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, in his interaction with
the media as well as in talks with the Indian Prime Minister,
did not shy away from stating that Kashmir was the most
important issue standing in the way of durable peace between
the two countries. During his luncheon meeting with the Indian
media, he said that high-level, back-channel talks to resolve
outstanding issues were making progress but the two
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countries still had to traverse a long distance before a lasting
solution could be found.

70. Pakistani resistance to India’s suggestion for a SAARC treaty
to fight terrorism and organized crime was a pointer to the
“trust deficit” afflicting the organization. Other SAARC
member-states such as Afghanistan and Sri Lanka, battling
terrorism in their countries, were naturally supportive of the
Indian initiative. However, Pakistan believed that problem of
terrorism could be better tackled through bilateral
arrangements.  Nevertheless the New Delhi Declaration
issued at the end of the summit had a clause mentioning
India’s initiative to prepare a draft for a SAARC Convention
on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters.  Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s concluding speech exhorted the SAARC
member states to implement in a meaningful and sincere
manner the commitment and pledge made to root out
terrorism in order to create an environment for “our endeavour
to succeed”. SAARC had made a commitment to fight
terrorism through the SAARC Regional Convention on
Terrorism of 1987 and the Additional Protocol in 2004.

71. The 14th SAARC summit, in the words of External Affairs
Minister Pranab Mukherjee was “the least contentious” held
so far. The summit ended with agreements to establish a
multi-campus South Asia University with its main campus in
New Delhi and a SAARC Food Bank. The New Delhi
Declaration highlighted the need to develop a road map for
a South Asian Customs Union in “a planned and phased
manner”.  The Declaration also stressed the speedy
implementation of the South Asia Free Trade Area (SAFTA)
agreement. The statement said that the “successful
implementation of SAFTA will catalyse other areas of regional
economic cooperation”. It was decided to accept Iran as
another “observer”.
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72. A South Asia Development Fund was operationalised with
an initial corpus of $300 million. The Fund would undertake
specific poverty alleviation projects. The non-members would
be free to contribute to the SAARC Development Fund
without participating in the decision making on its utilization.

73. In his concluding remarks the Prime Minister reminded the
member states that they had agreed to expedite progress
on four main issues - water, including flood control; energy;
food; and the environment. The year 2008 was designated
as the “SAARC Year of Good Governance”.  Dr. Manmohan
Singh said that he could “feel a new sense of purpose and
determination among the leaders of SAARC”. He emphasised
that the “touchstone” in the efforts to revitalise SAARC had
to be the difference made to the lives of “the poorest of the
poor”.

74. SAARC had been in existence for more than two decades.
Much of its activities have been confined to the official
meetings at various levels besides the annual summits. It
has yet to catch the imagination of the common people in
these countries in a big way.  The travel procedures between
the countries of the grouping remain as cumbersome as ever.
Neither have the modes of travel improved. The decision by
India to host a SAARC cultural extravaganza at the end of
the year in New Delhi brought for the first time the youth of
the SAARC countries at one platform. The experiment was
a great success in that it gave an opportunity to thousands
of people not only to realize how culturally the people of South
Asia are bound together in a common strand but also to
witness the cultural richness of the member countries.

XI

75. Last year the Prime Minister had spoken of his vision of
relations with Pakistan to be so friendly and of an atmosphere
of trust and confidence “that the two nations would be able
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to agree on a Treaty of Peace, Security and Friendship”
overcoming all hurdles. Carrying his wish and hope a step
forward he hoped that by cooperating with each other we
would be “releasing our collective destiny and the basis for
enduring peace and prosperity in the region”.

76. With that background, the year 2007 opened on a positive
note in regard to the India – Pakistan relations. External
Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee visited Pakistan in January.
In February the Foreign Minister of Pakistan Mehmood Kasuri
came to New Delhi for the Joint Commission meeting. During
this round the two countries signed an agreement to reduce
risks from accidents relating to nuclear weapons.  This,
together with the practice of exchanging annually lists of
nuclear installations would go a long way in reducing the risk
of any nuclear war between the two countries by accident.
New Delhi was saddened by the bomb blast on the Samjhauta
Express on its journey from New Delhi to Pakistan in
February, which spilled the blood of innocent people. New
Delhi not only assured but actually extended all possible
assistance to the injured and in the return of the passengers
to their homes.

77. The first meeting of the Anti-terrorism Mechanism took place
in Islamabad in March. Other meetings under the Composite
Dialogue arrangement were held as per schedule. However
towards the later part of the year the momentum got
somewhat slackened because of domestic troubles in
Pakistan causing a lot of political instability. The assassination
of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto in December was
source of a great deal of anguish to New Delhi. The President,
the Prime Minister and the External Affairs Minister sent
messages of condolences on her death. The Prime Minister
and External Affairs Minister visited the Pakistan Mission in
New Delhi to offer condolences. One only hopes that the
elections in early 2008 would throw up a stable regime in
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Pakistan and the momentum of the dialogue would be
restored.

78. As already stated above, the SAARC Summit gave an
opportunity to the prime ministers of India and Pakistan to
meet on its sidelines. Kashmir, terrorism and the Iran pipeline
were the important items on their agenda. Dr. Manmohan
Singh assured his Pakistani counterpart that India would
share with Pakistan the results of the probe into the
Samjhauta Express fire-bombing of February 19.  He
reiterated Government of India’s decision to pay
compensation to the victims of the terrorist incidents. It was
also agreed to increase the number of flights between the
two countries.

79. During the year, Pakistan too came under terrorist attacks in
which valuable lives including that of the former prime minister
were lost. The fundamentalism and religious obscurantism
that had in the past received succour from the Pakistan State,
now unleashed the turbulent and brutal forces that threatened
to consume not only the civil society but the State of Pakistan
itself. There was for once a refreshing realization in Pakistan
that the forces, which in the past hurt only India, could
boomerang and cause inverse damage too.  Under the
circumstances it is hoped that the Anti-terrorism mechanism,
agreed upon between the two prime ministers in 2006, would
be an effective forum for cooperation in rooting out this
menace from both the countries.

80. Bhutan, with the blessings of the monarchy is taking
measured steps towards a fully democratic state. It elected
its 15-member National Council or the upper house of
parliament in December. The elections for the lower  house
are now scheduled in March 2008. It may be recalled that
Bhutan’s transition to democracy began in 2001, when King
Jigme Singye Wangchuk handed over the power of daily
governance to a Council of Ministers. In 2006 he abdicated
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the throne in favour of his Oxford educated son Jigme Khesar
Namgyel.

81.  The signing of a new Treaty of Friendship in February during
the visit of the King of Bhutan was an “exemplary model of
good-neighbourly relations”. The new Treaty, which is an
update of the Treaty signed by the two countries in 1949,
reflects the contemporary nature of Indo-Bhutan relations,
and lays the firm foundation for their further development in
the 21st century. It creates a framework for continued
mutually beneficial cooperation in a manner that is responsive
to and serves each other’s national interests.

82. In contrast, other countries in the neighbourhood continued
to grapple with the problem of democratization. In Nepal the
elections for the Constituent Assembly were thrice postponed
for one reason or the other. Before the year 2007 closed the
Maoists goaded the government to accept their demand for
abolition of monarchy by adopting an amendment to the
Constitution. This enabled the Maoists to return to the
government as the year was ending, which it boycotted for
almost three months.

83. In Bangladesh too the goal of “full restoration of democracy
through peaceful, free and fair elections” still seems a little
distant. In Sri Lanka the solution to the ethnic problem does
not appear to be too close either despite a lot of blood letting.
As the year closed the ceasefire agreement of 2002 between
the government and the LTTE was in tatters, both sides
paying only lip service to it. (In January 2008 the Government
of Sri Lanka finally put an end to the fiction of cease-fire, by
deciding to scrap it altogether)

84. In Burma, where democracy was victim of the stratocracy
for a long time, fresh harsh measures caused greater distress
to the people and pushed the goal of democracy far a field.
In Afghanistan, where government’s efforts to restore
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normalcy were thwarted by the forces of terrorism,
development is the casualty along with democratic
institutions.

85. In South Asia, India has emerged as an oasis of
comparatively secure and stable political system providing
the necessary wherewithal for peaceful, inclusive economic
and social change. If in spite of this, there are signs of social
unrest, it is the symptom of a society in transition undergoing
dynamic changes, which the revolution of rising expectations
has unleashed. To that extent, this ferment has to be viewed
positively. The success of the Indian experience to manage
the contradictions and diverse aspirations of a plural society
peacefully is fundamental to spreading its message in its
periphery, where the forces of instability are undermining
democratic institutions and economic and social justice for
some time. Political instability in the periphery, in turn,
undermines all round development of the entire region. This
is cause for concern, particularly when old sources of conflict
are being compounded by new threats of nuclear proliferation,
environmental degradation, terrorism, dangers to public
health from sources like HIV/AIDS and Avian Flu etc.

XII

86. In the fast and ever changing global scenario, the task of
the Indian diplomatic service was underlined by the
External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee while
inaugurating the building of the Indian Foreign Service
Institute in New Delhi on the birthday of the founder of the
Indian foreign policy, Jawaharlal Nehru (November 14).
He said:

“…from my perspective, an essential priority for the
world today has to be a new consciousness, not
just among the political elites, but also among the
peoples of the world, that their choices and their
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actions affect all others on this planet. This con-
sciousness is what would break down the barriers
to greater global cooperation and lead to the struc-
ture and processes that are needed to address in-
ternational challenges, such as climate change and
energy security. And this is where the voice of
India’s diplomats can best be heard. However, this
is a subtle task. A narrow consciousness can hardly
be best communicator of a global consciousness.
Therefore I would call upon our future diplomats to
reflect the best of Indian civilization when interact-
ing with the world.”

✦ ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦
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identified for cooperation by Joint Working Groups of the India-
Pakistan Joint Commission.
New Delhi, February 21, 2007.

271. Joint Press Interaction by External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri.
New Delhi, February 21, 2007.

272. Agreement between the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the
Republic of India on reducing the risk from accidents relating to
nuclear weapons.
New Delhi, February 21, 2007.

273. Statement by Official Spokesperson on media reports regarding
delayed return of the Pakistan Air Force C-130 aircraft to pick up
the Pakistani injured in the Samjhauta Express train bomb blast.
New Delhi, February 23, 2007.

274. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the first meeting of the
India-Pakistan Anti- Terrorism Mechanism.
Islamabad, March 7, 2007.

275. Question in the Lok Sabha: “Visit of External Affairs Minister to
Pakistan”.
New Delhi, March 7, 2007.

276. Question in the Rajya Sabha: “Meeting of Indo-Pak Foreign
Ministers”.
New Delhi, March 8, 2007.

277. Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on India's
nominations for the Committee on Prisoners to ensure a humane
treatment of them.
New Delhi, March 8, 2007.

278. Joint Press Release issued on the decisions taken at the conclusion
of the Fourth Round of the Composite Dialogue between the
Foreign Secretaries of India and Pakistan.
Islamabad, March 14, 2007.
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279. Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon at the
conclusion of the Foreign Secretary level talks.
Islamabad, March 14, 2007.

280. Question in the Lok Sabha: "Sir Creek dispute".
New Delhi, March 21, 2007.

281. Press Release of the Prime Minister's Office on the meeting
between Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and Pakistan Prime
Minister Shaukat Aziz.
New Delhi, April 4, 2007.

282. Joint Press Statement issued at the end of India-Pakistan Defence
Secretary level talks on Siachen.
Islamabad, April 7, 2007.

283. Speech of Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon at Jamia Millia
Islamia: "India-Pakistan: Understanding the Conflict Dynamics".
New Delhi, April 11, 2007.

284. Statement by Official Spokesperson on the terrorist attack in
Pakistan.
New Delhi, April 29, 2007.

285. Statement by Official Spokesperson on the comments on Jammu
& Kashmir by the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers.
New Delhi, May 17, 2007.

286. Joint Press Statement issued after India-Pakistan talks on Sir Creek
under the Fourth Round of the Composite Dialogue.
Rawalpindi, May 18, 2007.

287. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on Government
of India's decision to repatriate 40 Pakistani prisoners.
New Delhi, June 29, 2007.

288. Joint Press Statement on the Secretary-level talks on Promotion
of Friendly Exchanges in Various Fields under the Fourth Round
of the Pakistan-India Composite Dialogue.
Islamabad, June 29, 2007.

289. Joint Statement  issued at the end  of 4th round of India-Pakistan
talks at the level of Home Secretaries to combat terrorism.
New Delhi, July 3, 2007

290. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs on the India
- Pakistan talks to combat terrorism.
New Delhi, July 4, 2007.
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291. Joint Statement on the Fourth Round of India-Pakistan talks on
Economic and Commercial Cooperation.
New Delhi, August 1, 2008.

292. Joint Statement on the Third Meeting of India-Pakistan Joint Study
Group (JSG) at Commerce Secretary - level.
New Delhi, August 3, 2007.

293. Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the release of Pakistani
nationals by India, and Indian fishermen and prisoners by Pakistan.
New Delhi, August 13, 2007.

294. Joint Statement issued at the conclusion of the India and Pakistan
trade facilitation talks.
Wagah border, August 20, 2007.

295. Joint Statement on Composite Dialogue between India and
Pakistan, on the Tulbul Navigation Project/Wullar Barrage.
New Delhi, August 31, 2007.

296. Reaction of the External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee to the
bomb blasts in Rawalpindi.
New Delhi, September 4, 2007.

297. Question in the Lok Sabha: "Statement on Kashmir Issue".
New Delhi, September 5, 2007.

298. Question in the Lok Sabha: "Talks between India and Pakistan".
New Delhi, September 5, 2007.

299. Reported apprehensions of External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee regarding use of arms supplied by the United States to
Pakistan.
New Delhi, September 7, 2007.

300. Extract from External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee’s interview
on Charlie Rose show.

301. Joint Statement on 4th Round of India-Pakistan Expert Level
Dialogue on Conventional Confidence Building Measures.
New Delhi, October 18, 2007.

302. Briefing points by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs
Minister's telephonic conversation with Mrs. Benazir Bhutto.
New Delhi, October 19, 2007.

303. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on developments in Pakistan.
New Delhi, October 19, 2007.
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304. Joint Statement on India-Pakistan expert-level dialogue on Nuclear
Confidence Building Measures (CBMs).
New Delhi, October 19, 2007.

305. Joint Statement issued on the Second Meeting of India Pakistan
Joint Anti Terrorism Mechanism.
New Delhi, October 22, 2007.

306. Response of Official Spokesperson to a question on the mandate
of the Anti-Terrorism Mechanism.
New Delhi, October 30, 2007.

307. Statement by Official Spokesperson on developments in Pakistan.
New Delhi, November 3, 2007.

308. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs regarding protest
lodged with the Pakistan Government on the break-in at the
residence of Indian High Commissioner in Islamabad.
New Delhi, November 14, 2007.

309. Reaction of Official Spokesperson on Commonwealth’s decision
to suspend Pakistan from its membership.
Kampala (Uganda), November 23, 2007.

310. T. V. Interview of National Security Advisor M. K. Narayanan with
Karan Thapar for the CNN-IBN channel.
New Delhi, December 16, 2007.

311. Condolences from the Indian leaders on the assassination of
Pakistani leader Benazir Bhutto.
December 27, 2007.

SRI LANKA
312. Question in the Lok Sabha on the visit of External Affairs Minister

Pranab Mukherjee to Sri Lanka.
New Delhi, 14 March 2007.

313. Report on the Indian reaction to the LTTE air attack on Sri Lanka’s
air force base in Colombo.
New Delhi, March 28, 2007.

314. Extracts from the Press Conference of Foreign Secretary on Sri
Lanka held to brief the media on the SAARC Summit.
New Delhi, March 28, 2007.

315. Extract relevant to Sri Lanka from the Press Conference addressed
by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the end of the
SAARC Summit.
New Delhi, April 4, 2007.
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316. Extract from the Interaction of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh
with the media on board the flight from Berlin to New Delhi.
June 9, 2007.

317. Remarks of External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on India -
Sri Lanka Relations.
Singapore, June 18, 2007.

318. Response of Official Spokesperson to a question on the Sri Lankan
announcement of the formation of India- Sri Lanka High Level
Committee on Defence.
New Delhi, September 8, 2007.

319. Lakshman Kadirgamar Memorial Lecture delivered by Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram at the Institute of International and
Strategic Studies on the subject of “Growth Prospects in South
Asia - Challenges and Opportunities”.
Colombo, November 11, 2007.

320. Remarks of the National Security Advisor M. K. Narayanan about
the activities of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
Chennai, December 17, 2007.

(ii) SOUTH EAST AND EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC

321. Keynote Address by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee
at the 9th Asian Security Conference on ‘Security Dynamics in
Southeast Asia: Emerging Threats & Responses’ organised by
Institute of Defence Studies and Analysis.
New Delhi, February 9, 2007.

322. Speech by the Minister of External Affairs Pranab Mukherjee at
Seminar on ‘Look East’ Policy.
Shillong, 16 June, 2007.

323. Address by the External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at a
function jointly organized by the Embassy of India in Jakarta and
the Indonesian Council on World Affairs on " India's Growing
Engagement with East Asia".
Jakarta, June 18, 2007.

324. Press Release of the Ministry of Railways on the signing of the
Inter-Governmental Agreement on Trans-Asian Railway.
New Delhi, June 30, 2007.
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325. Keynote Address by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee
at the Institute for Security and International Studies (ISIS),
Chulalongkorn University on "India's Look East Policy: Implications
for Thailand and South East Asia".
Bangkok, September 14, 2007.

326. Address of External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the
Korean Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security on "India's
Look East Policy".
Seoul, September 17, 2007.

327. Statement by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee after the
meeting on Look East Policy.
New Delhi, October 31, 2007.

AUSTRALIA
328. Press Release of the Ministry of Commerce on the agreement on

a Joint Study on Options for a bilateral Free Trade Agreement
between India and Australia.
New Delhi, August 31, 2007.

CAMBODIA
329. Briefing points by Official Spokesperson on the postponement of

the visit of the Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen.
New Delhi, July 9, 2007.

330. Memorandum of Understanding on  Foreign Office Consultations
between the Ministry of External Affairs of India and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International Coooperation of the Kingdom of
Cambodia
New Delhi, December 8, 2007.

331. Agreement between the Government of Republic of India and the
Royal Government of Cambodia on the Transfer of Sentenced
Persons.
New Delhi, December 8, 2007.

332. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and
Government of Kingdom of Cambodia on Defence Cooperation.
New Delhi, December 8, 2007.

CHINA
333. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the 9th round

of talks on the India-China Boundary Question.
New Delhi, January 18, 2007.

334. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the
inauguration of the "India-China Year of Friendship Through
Tourism - 2007".
New Delhi, February 14, 2007.
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335. Briefing by Official Spokesperson Navtej Sarna and the Indian
Ambassador in China Mrs. Nirupama Rao on the visit of the Chinese
Foreign Minister and the Trilateral Meeting between the Foreign
Ministers of India, Russia and China.
New Delhi, February 13, 2007.

336. Question in the Lok Sabha: "MoUs between India and China".
New Delhi, March 21, 2007.

337. Joint Ministerial Statement issued after the meeting between the
Commerce Minister Kamal Nath and Chinese Commerce Minister
Bo Xilai.
Beijing, April 16, 2007.

338. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the Tenth Round
of talks between the Special Representatives of India and China
on the Boundary Question.
Coonoor, April 23, 2007.

339. Extract from Prime Minister's interaction with the Indian media
accompanying him on the flight from Berlin to New Delhi.
June 9, 2007.

340. Question in the Lok Sabha: "Construction of Road to Mt. Everest
by China".
New Delhi, August 29, 2007.

341. Report on the 6th meeting of the Eminent Persons Group to
promote India-China cooperation.
Beijing, August 31, 2007.

342. Extract from the Speech of External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee at the Korean Institute of International Affairs and
National Security in Seoul on the theme of "India's Look East
Policy".
Seoul, September 17, 2007.

343. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of
Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon to China.
New Delhi, September 18, 2007.

344. Press Release on the 11th  Round of the Special Representative
Talks on India-China Boundary question.
Beijing, September 26, 2007.

345. Report on the meeting of External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee with the Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi.
Harbin, October 25, 2007,
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346. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on Prime Minister’s
meeting with Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao.
Singapore, November 21, 2007

347. Question in the Rajya Sabha: “Chinese intrusion in India”.
New Delhi, November 22, 2007.

INDONESIA
348. Report on the meeting of the first India - Indonesia Joint Defence

Cooperation Committee.
Jakarta, June 14, 2007.

349. Briefing by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee's visit to Indonesia and Singapore.
New Delhi, June 15, 2007.

350. Briefing on External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee's meeting
with Indonesian President.
Jakarta, June 18, 2007.

351. Briefing points by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs
Minister's visit to Indonesia.
New Delhi, June 18, 2007.

352. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the Joint
Press Conference with Foreign Minister of Indonesia N. Hassan
Wirajuda.
Jakarta, June 18, 2007.

353. Joint Press Statement issued after the Third Meeting of India-
Indonesia Joint Commission.
Jakarta, June 18, 2007.

354. Address by the External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at a
function jointly organised by the Embassy of India in Jakarta and
the Indonessian Council of World Affairs on “India’s Growing
Engagement with East Asia.”
Jakarta, June 18, 2007.

JAPAN
355. Address by Special Envoy of the Prime Minister Shyam Saran at

the Japan Institute of International Affairs.
Tokyo, January 15, 2007.

356. Briefing points by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs
Minister's meetings during his official visit to Japan.
New Delhi, March 22, 2007.

357. Joint Press Release on the visit of External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee to Japan.
Tokyo, March 22, 2007.
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358. Address by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the Japan
Institute of International Affairs.
Tokyo, March 23, 2007.

359. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of Japanese
Vice Foreign Minister Shotaro Yachi.
New Delhi, May 14, 2007.

360. Opening Statement by Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission Montek Singh Ahluwalia at the India-Japan High Level
Energy Dialogue.
New Delhi, July 2, 2007.

361. Joint Statement between the Planning Commission of India and
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan on the
Occasion of the Second Meeting of the India-Japan Energy
Dialogue.
New Delhi, July 2, 2007.

362. Press Release of the Ministry of Finance on the first meeting of
the India-Japan Strategic Dialogue on Economic Issues.
New Delhi, July 18, 2007.

363. Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon on
Japanese Prime Minister's visit.
New Delhi, August 20, 2007.

364. Address of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh to Japanese
Business Delegation accompanying the Japanese Prime Minister
on his visit.
New Delhi, August 21, 2007.

365. Speech of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at the Banquet
hosted in the honour of Japanese Prime Minister.
New Delhi, August 22, 2007.

366. Joint Statement issued during the visit of the Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe on the Enhancement of Cooperation on
Environmental Protection and Energy Security.
New Delhi, August 22, 2007.

367. Joint Statement on the Roadmap for New Dimensions to the
Strategic and Global Partnership between India and Japan.
New Delhi, August 22, 2007.

368. Joint Press Conference by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh
and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.
New Delhi, August 22, 2007.
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369. Briefing Points by Official Spokesman on Prime Minister’s meeting
with Japanese Prime Minister Fukuda.
Singapore, November 21, 1007.

370. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the second
meeting of the Nalanda Mentor Group held in Tokyo.
New Delhi, December 17, 2007.

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF
371. Statement by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs Minister's

visit to Thailand and Republic of Korea.
New Delhi, September 11, 2007.

372. Joint Press Release on the visit of Minister of External Affairs
Pranab Mukherjee to the Republic of Korea.
Seoul, September 17, 2007.

373. Address of External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the
Korean Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security on “India’s
Look East Policy.”
Seoul, September 17, 2007.

374. Statement by Official Spokesperson on the Inter-Korean Summit
meeting.
New Delhi, October 5, 2007.

MALAYSIA
375. Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on the 4th

Session of the India-Malaysia Joint Commission.
New Delhi, February 15, 2007.

376. Briefing points by Official Spokesperson on Prime Minister’s
meeting with Malaysian Prime Minister in Singapore.
Singapore, November 21, 2007.

377. Suo Motu Statement by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee
in Lok Sabha regarding ‘HINDRAF Demonstration in Malaysia’.
New Delhi, November 30, 2007.

MONGOLIA
378. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the book

release “Mongolia: The land of Blue Skies” at India International
Centre.
New Delhi, December 11, 2007.

MYANMAR
379. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee to Myanmar.
New Delhi, January 22, 2007.
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380. Report on the Construction of the 100-km rail link on the Indian
side of Myanmar in the Asian Highway Project.
New Delhi, March 22, 2007.

381. Statement by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on the
situation in Myanmar.
New York, September 26, 2007.

382. Press Release issued by the Permanent Mission of India  on the
meeting between External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee and
Foreign Minister of Myanmar in New York.
New York, October 1, 2007.

383. Statement by Permanent Representative Ambassador
Swashpawan Singh at the 5th  Special Session of the Human Rights
Council on the Human Rights Situation in Myanmar.
Geneva, October 2, 2007.

384. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on the visit of  Ibrahim
Gambari, Special Envoy of UN Secretary General.
New Delhi, October 23, 2007.

385. Remarks of External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on the
situation in Myanmar.
New Delhi, November 12, 2007.

386. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Kunwar Sarvaraj Singh on draft Resolution
A/C. 3/62/L.41  [REV.I] Titled “Situation of Human Rights in
Myanmar” at the Third Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 20, 2007.

387. Briefing points by Official Spokesperson on Prime Minister’s
meeting with Prime Minister of Myanmar.
Singapore, November 21, 2007.

388. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of the
Deputy Minister of Myanmar Kyaw Thu for Foreign Office
Consultations.
New Delhi, December 11, 2007.

PHILIPPINES
389. Speech of President Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil at the banquet

in honour of Philippines President Mrs. Glolria Macapagal Arroyo.
New Delhi, October 5, 2007.

390. Declaration of a Framework of Bilateral Cooperation between the
Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the
Republic of the Philippines.
New Delhi, October 5, 2007.
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391. India – Philippines Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat
International Terrorism.
New Delhi, October 5, 2007.

392. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and
the Government of the Republic of Philippines on Exemption of
Visa Requirement for Holders of Diplomatic and Official Passports.
New Delhi, October 5, 2007.

393. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and
the Government of the Republic of the Philippines on the
Establishment of a Joint Commission on Bilateral Cooperation.
New Delhi, October 5, 2007.

SINGAPORE
394. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs Minister

Pranab Mukherjee's visit to Singapore.
New Delhi, June 19, 2007.

395. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at press
conference after talks with Foreign Minister of Singapore, George Yeo.
Singapore, June 19, 2007.

396. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and
the Government of the Republic of Singapore on the Establishment
of the Joint Ministerial Committee for Bilateral Cooperation.
Singapore, June 19, 2007.

397. Briefing points by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee's engagements in Singapore on the 20th June, 2007.
New Delhi, June 20, 2007.

398. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the
launch of the India Business Forum.
Singapore, June 20, 2007.

399. Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on the signing of an
Agreement between India and Singapore for Joint Air Exercises
and Training.
New Delhi, October 9, 2007.

THAILAND
400. Joint Press Statement on the visit of Thai Prime Minister General

Surayud Chulanont (Ret.).
New Delhi, June 26, 2007.

401. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee's visit to Thailand.
Bangkok, September 14, 2007.
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402. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on the
occasion of inauguration of Art Exhibition "Images of India" in Bangkok.
Bangkok, September 14, 2007.

403. Press Statement by External Affairs Ministers at Joint Press
Interaction after the conclusion of the India-Thailand Joint
Commission meeting.
Bangkok, September 14, 2007.

404. Keynote Address by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee
at the Institute for Security and International Studies (ISIS).
Chulalongkorn University on “India’s Look East Policy: Implications
for Thailand and South East Asia”.
Bangkok, September 14, 2007.

VIETNAM
405. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the 13th

Meeting of the India-Vietnam Joint Commission.
New Delhi, February 27, 2007.

406. Joint Declaration on the Strategic Partnership between India and
Vietnam.
New Delhi, July 6, 2007.

407. Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Atomic
Energy (DAE) of the Government of the Republic of India and
Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) of Government of
Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
New Delhi, July 6, 2007.

408. Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the
Republic of India and the Government of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam on the exchange of properties and land for their respective
Diplomatic Missions.
New Delhi, July 6, 2007.

409. Treaty between the Republic of India and the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam  on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters.
Hanoi, October 8, 2007.

(iii) CENTRAL AND WEST ASIA

410. Address by Minister of State E. Ahamed at the 19th  Summit of the
League of Arab States.
Riyadh, March 29, 2007.

411. Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on the
visit of Arab League Delegation.
New Delhi, May 10, 2007.
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412. Address by Vice President M. Hamid Ansari at the International
Conference on “Emerging Security Concerns in West Asia”
organised by the Observer Research Foundation.
New Delhi, November 21, 2007.

413. Address by Special Envoy of the Prime Minister for West Asia and
Middle East Peace Process C.R. Gharekhan at the concluding
session of the International Conference on West Asia convened
by the Observer Research Foundation.
New Delhi, November 22, 2007.

414. Statement by Minister of Science and Technology and Earth
Sciences  Kapil Sibal at the Conference to promote Arab-Israeli
peace.
Annapolis, November 27, 2007.

415. Statement by Minister of State E. Ahamed on Agenda item: 17 &
18 “The Situation In The Middle East” & “Question of Palestine”. in
the UNGA.
New York, November 30, 2007.

AZERBAIJAN
416. Press Release of the Ministry of Commerce on the visit of Minister

of State for Commerce to Azerbaijan.
New Delhi: April 15, 2007

BAHRAIN
417. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on the visit of Crown Prince

and Commander-in-Chief of the Bahrain Defence Force Shaikh
Salaman Bin Hamad Al-Khalifa.
New Delhi, March 20, 2007.

418. Joint Statement issued at the end of the visit of the Crown Prince
and Commander-in-Chief of Bahrain Defence Force Shaikh Salman
bin Hamad Al-Khalifa.
New Delhi, March 22, 2007.

EGYPT
419. Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on the 7th

Round of Indo-Egypt Foreign Office Consultations.
New Delhi, June 26, 2007.

IRAN
420. Statement by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on arrival

in Tehran.
Tehran, February 6, 2007.

421. Statement by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the
Joint Press Interaction with Iranian Foreign Minister Mottaki.
Tehran, February 7, 2007.
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422. Statement by External Affairs Minsiter Pranab Mukherjee before
his departure from Iran.
Tehran, February 7, 2007.

423. Notification issued by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
prohibiting export of nuclear related material to Iran in pursuance
of the sanctions imposed by UNSC on Iran.
New Delhi, February 20, 2007.

424. Question in the Lok Sabha on: "Export of nuke technology to Iran".
New Delhi, May 9, 2007.

425. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the intervention
by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on Iran at the Asian-
Europe Meeting (ASEM) in Hamburg.
New Delhi, May 28, 2007.

426. Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Dr. Mehdi Safari.
New Delhi, September 7, 2007.

427. Question in the Lok Sabha: “Indo-Iran gas pipeline project”.
New Delhi, November 28, 2007.

ISRAEL
428. Statement by Official Spokesperson on Al Aqsa Mosque.

New Delhi, February 20, 2007.

429. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the 10th  round
of Foreign Ministries Consultations between India and Israel.
Jerusalem, May 16, 2007.

JORDAN
430. Extract from the Press Release issued by the Ministry of External

Affairs on the visit of Minister of State E. Ahamed to Jordan.
New Delhi, September 28, 2007.

LEBANON
431. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on India’s assistance to

Lebanon in its reconstruction efforts.
New Delhi, October 30, 2007.

OMAN
432. Joint Press Statement on the official visit of Deputy Prime Minister

of the Sultanate of Oman Sayyid Fahd Bin Mahmoud Al Said.
New Delhi, December 15, 2007.

PALESTINE
433. Statement by Official Spokesperson on the Agreement in Mecca

for the formation of the National Unity Government in Palestine.
New Delhi, February 20, 2007.
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434. Response of the Official Spokesperson to a question on the Mecca
Agreement.
New Delhi, March 6, 2007.

435. Statement by Official Spokesperson on the formation of the
Palestinian National Unity Government.
New Delhi, March 21, 2007.

436. Response of Official Spokesperson to a question on developments
in Palestine and Israel.
New Delhi, May 26, 2007.

437. Response of Official Spokesperson to a questions on the current
situation in Palestine.
New Delhi, June 22, 2007.

438. Extract from the Press Release issued by the Ministry of External
Affairs on the visit of Minister of State E. Ahamed to Palestine.
New Delhi, September 28, 2007.

439. Statement by Minister of Science and Technology and Earth
Sciences Kapil Sibal at the Conference to promote Arab - Israeli
peace.
Annapolis, November 27, 2007.

440. Press Release of the Embassy of India in Washington on the
meeting of Minister of Science and Technology and Earth Sciences
Kapil Sibal with President of Palestinian National Authority
Mahmoud Abbas.
Annapolis, November 27, 2007.

441. Message by Prime Minister on the occasion of the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian people.
New Delhi, November 29, 2007.

442. Statement by Minister of State E. Ahamed on Agenda item: 17&18
“The Situation in the Middle East and “Question of Palestine,” in
the UNGA.
New York, November 30, 2007.

443. Statement by Minister of State E. Ahamed at the Donors’
Conference on Palestine.
Paris, December 17, 2007.

SAUDI ARABIA
444. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the 7th  session

of the India-Saudi Arabia Joint Commission.
New Delhi, January 19, 2007.
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SYRIA
445. Report on the cooperation between India and Syria in the Hydro-

Carbon sector.
New Delhi, April, 21, 2007

TAJIKISTAN
446. Address by Minister of State E. Ahamed at the Release of the

Book "India-Tajikistan Cooperation: Perspectives and Prospects".
New Delhi, January 17, 2007.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
447. List of Agreements signed between the Republic of India and the

Government of United Arab Emirates during the State Visit of His
Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and Ruler of Dubai to India, [March 25-26, 2007].
New Delhi, March 26, 2007

448. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs on the India
- United Arab Emirates Institutional Mechanism to enhance Internal
Security and Cooperation in Combating International Terrorism.
New Delhi, May 31, 2007.

449. Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on the 9th
India-United Arab Emirates Joint Commission meeting.
New Delhi, June 6, 2007.

UZBEKISTAN
450. Press Release issued by the Ministry of Commerce on cooperation

between India and Uzbekistan in the mining and gas sectors.
New Delhi, April 15, 2007.

SECTION-V
AFRICA

451A. Briefing points by Official Spokesperson on the Conference of
Heads of Indian Missions from sub-Saharan Africa.
Addis Ababa, July 4, 2007.

451B. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Ms. Sushma Swaraj on Agenda Item 64 [a]
and [b] - New Partnership for Africa’s Development: Progress in
Implementation and International support and Agenda Item 47:
Decade of rollback of malaria in developing countries particularly
in Africa at the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 18, 2007.
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452. Inaugural address by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee
at the 1st  India-Africa Hydrocarbon Conference.
New Delhi, November 6, 2007.

ALGERIA
453. Statement by Official Spokesperson condemning the terrorist

attacks in Algiers.
New Delhi, April 12, 2007.

454. Statement by Official Spokesperson on the terrorist attack in Algiers.
New Delhi, December 12, 2007.

ANGOLA
455. Press Release of Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of Minister

of State Anand Shrama to Angola, 8-9 June, 2007.
New Delhi, June 9, 2007.

COTE D’IVOIRE
456. Briefing by Official Spokesperson on humanitarian aid to Cote

d'Ivoire.
New Delhi, January 5, 2007.

ETHIOPIA
457. Media interaction of Ethiopian Foreign Minister Seyoum Mesfin

and External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the Ethiopian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Addis Ababa, July 5, 2007.

458. Statement by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on his
departure from Ethiopia.
Addis Ababa, July 6, 2007.

459. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and
the Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
on the establishment of Joint Ministerial Commission.
Addis Ababa, July 5, 2007.

460. Protocol for Consultations between the Ministry of External Affairs
of the Republic of India and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.
Addis Ababa, July 5, 2007.

GABON
461. Press Release of the Ministry of Defence re: Providing Expertise

to Gabonese Defence Personnel in disaster management, training
and healthcare.
New Delhi, November 6, 2007.
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LIBYA
462. Memorandum of Understanding on Consultations between the

Ministry of External Affairs of the Republic of India and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Socialist People’s libyan Arab Jamahiriya.
New Delhi, March 23, 2007.

463. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee's visit to Libya.
New Delhi, May 27, 2007.

MAURITIUS
464. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on the visit of External

Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee to Mauritius (17-19 December,
2007).
New Delhi, December 18, 2007.

465. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on the 10th  India-Mauritius
Joint Commission Meeting held in Port Louis on December 18,
2007.
New Delhi, December 19, 2007.

NIGERIA
466. Media Briefing by Secretary (West) in Ministry of External Affairs

Nalin Surie on Prime Minister's visit to Nigeria.
New Delhi, October 9, 2007.

467. Remarks by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at the Reception
hosted by the High Commissioner of India.
Abuja, October 14, 2007.

468. Speech by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at the Joint Session
of the Nigerian National Assembly.
Abuja, October 15, 2007.

469. Abuja Declaration on Strategic Partnership between India and
Nigeria signed during the visit of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh to Nigeria.
Abuja, October 15, 2007.

470. Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Ministry of
Defence of the Government of the Republic of India and the Ministry
of Defence of the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
concerning Defence Cooperation.
Abuja (Nigeria), October 15, 2007.

471. Memorandum of Understanding on Mutual Cooperation between
the Foreign Service Institute, Ministry of External Affairs of the
Republic of India and the Foreign Service Academy, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Abuja (Nigeria), October 15, 2007.
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472. Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation between the Indian
Council of World Affairs, Republic of India and Nigerian Institute of
International Affairs, Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Abuja (Nigeria), October 15, 2007.

473. Protocol for Consultations between the Ministry of External Affairs
of the Republic of India and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Abuja (Nigeria), October 15, 2007.

SOUTH AFRICA
474. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the meeting

between Minister of State Anand Sharma with South African
President Thabo  Mbeki in Pretoria.
New Delhi, May 21, 2007.

UGANDA
475. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

Minister of State Anand Sharma to Uganda, 28-29 June 2007.
New Delhi, June 29, 2007.

476. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the
announcement for flood relief assistance to Uganda.
New Delhi, October 8, 2007.

SECTION-VI
AMERICAS

(i) United States of America
477. "U.S.-Indian Relations in the Global Context" - A Conversation with

Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon and U.S. Under Secretary
for Political Affairs,  Nicholas Burns at the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace.
February 22, 2007.

478. Press Conference by Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon at
the Embassy of India.
Washington (D. C), February 23, 2007.

479. Joint Statement issued after the meeting of the Indo-US Joint
Working Group on Counterterrorism.
New Delhi, February 28, 2007.

480. Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on the First India - US
Defence Joint Working Group meeting.
New Delhi, April 10, 2007.
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481. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on Foreign
Secretary's visit to Washington.
New Delhi, April 24, 2007.

482. Press Conference by Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon during
his visit to Washington.
Washington (D. C), May 1, 2007.

483. Speech by the External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the
Conference on "Business in and between India and the US- Legal
and Regulatory Framework".
New Delhi, May 4, 2007.

484. Press Release issued by the Prime Minister’s Office regarding
telephonic conversation between the Prime Minister and President
Bush.
New Delhi, May 7, 2007.

485. Question in the Lok Sabha; “Combating illegal activities on high
Seas”.
New Delhi, May 16, 2007.

486. Response of Official Spokesperson to questions following media
reports regarding a visit by US Under Secretary of State for Political
Affairs Nicholas Burns.
New Delhi, May 17, 2007.

487. Media Briefing by Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon on the
visit of US Under Secretary of State Nicholas Burns and talks on
the Civil Nuclear Energy Agreement.
New Delhi, June 2, 2007.

488. Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on the
visit of US Acting Under Secretary of State for International Security
and Non-proliferation John Rood.
New Delhi, June14, 2007.

489. Ambassador Ronen Sen's address at the Centre for Strategic and
International Studies - Japan Institute of International Affairs
Conference: "Building Strategic Asia - The United States, Japan
and India".
Washington (D. C), June 28, 2007.

490. Statement by Official Spokesperson in response to questions
regarding reported statement by US Secretary of State.
New Delhi, June 29, 2007.

491. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the telephone
conversation between Prime Minister and President George W. Bush.
New Delhi, August 14, 2008.
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492. Meeting of External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee with the
U. S. Secretary of State Coldoleezza Rice.
New York, September 26, 2007.

493. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at Council
on Foreign Relations, New York, on "India's Foreign Policy and
Future India-US Relations".
New York, October 1, 2007.

494. Response of Official Spokesperson to a question on telephone
conversation between External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee
and United States Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice.
New Delhi, October 30, 2007.

495. Question in the Lok Sabha: “Logistic support agreement with USA”.
New Delhi, November 21, 2007.

496. Joint Press Statement after the meeting of the India-US Joint
Working Group on Counter-terrorism.
Washington (D. C), November 29, 2007.

(ii) Central and South America

BRAZIL
497. Briefing by Official Spokesperson on engagements of the Brazilian

Foreign Minister in New Delhi.
New Delhi, April 13, 2007.

498. Joint Press Interaction of Minister of State Anand Sharma with
Brazilian Foreign Minister Celso Amorim.
New Delhi, April 13, 2007.

499. Joint Communique issued on the occasion of the visit of the
Brazilian Minister of External Relations Celso Amorim.
New Delhi, April 13, 2007.

500. Red Fort Declaration 2007 - issued during the visit of the Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.
New Delhi, June 4, 2007.

501. Speech of President Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam at the banquet in
honour of the Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.
New Delhi, June 4, 2007.
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COLOMBIA
502. Joint Statement issued on the occasion of the visit of Minister  of

State Anand Sharma to Colombia.
Bogota, June 20, 2007.

503. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of
Minister of State Anand Sharma to Colombia, 19-21 June, 2007.
New Delhi, June 22, 2007.

ECUADOR
504. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

Minister of State Anand Sharma to Ecuador.
New Delhi, June 23, 2007.

EL SALVADOR
505. Joint Communique issued on the occasion of the official visit of

Minister of External Relations of El Salvador Francisco Esteban
Lainez.
New Delhi, March 9, 2007.

GUATEMALA
506. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

Gert Rosenthal, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Guatemala.
New Delhi, August 24, 2007.

JAMAICA
507. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

Minister of State Anand Sharma to Jamaica.
New Delhi, February 21, 2007.

MEXICO
508. Joint Statement issued on the visit of the Mexican President Felipe

Calderon Hinojosa.
New Delhi, September 10, 2007.

509. Speech by  President Smt. Pratibha  Devisingh Patil at  the banquet
in honour of the Mexican President.
New Delhi, September 10, 2007.

510. Treaty of Extradition between the Government of the Republic of
India and the Government of the United Mexican States.
New Delhi, September 10, 2007.

511. Treaty between the Government of the Republic of India and the
Government of the United Mexican States on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters.
New Delhi, September 10, 2007.
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PERU
512. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs announcing relief

after the earthquake in Peru.
New Delhi, August 23, 2007.

SECTION-VII
EUROPE

BELARUS
513. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the State visit

of President of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko.
New Delhi, April 16, 2007.

514. Press Release of the Ministry of Home Affairs on the meeting of
Home Minister Shivraj Patil with the Belarus Interior Minister
Vladimir Naumov.
New Delhi, April 16, 2007.

515. Speech of President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam at the banquet in honour
of Belarus President Aleksandr G.Lukashenko.
New Delhi, April 16, 2007.

516. Joint Statement on the visit of the President of the Republic of
Belarus A.G. Lukashenko.
New Delhi, April 16, 2007.

517. Treaty of Extradition between the Republic of India and the Republic
of Belarus.
New Delhi, April 16, 2007.

BULGARIA
518. Speech of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at the banquet in

honour of the Prime Minister of Bulgaria  Sergei Stanishev

519. Joint Declaration issued during the visit of Prime Minister of Bulgaria
Sergei Stanishev.
New Delhi, September 12, 2007.

520. Treaty on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons between the Republic
of India and the Republic of Bulgaria.
New Delhi, September 12, 2007.

521. Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters between
the Republic of India and the Republic of Bulgaria.
New Delhi, September 12, 2007.

522. Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Civil and Commerecial
Matters between the Republic of India and the Republic of Bulgaria.
New Delhi, September 12, 2007.
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523. Agreement  between the Government of the Republic of India and
the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria on Economic
Cooperation.
New Delhi, September 12, 2007.

CROATIA
524. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

Minister of State Anand Sharma to Croatia, September 18-20, 2007.
New Delhi, September 20, 2007.

CYPRUS
525. Briefing Points by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs Minister

Pranab Mukherjee's visit to Cyprus.
New Delhi, May 25, 2007.

526. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and
the Government of the Republic of Cyprus on Combating
International Terrorism, Organized Crime and Illicit Drug Trafficking.
Nicosia, May 25, 2007.

527. Agreement between the Government of the  Republic of India and
the Government of the  Republic of Cyprus on Abolition of Visa
Requirement for holders of Diplomatic and Official/Service
Passports.
Nicosia, May 25, 2007.

CZECH REPUBLIC
528. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

Czech  Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg.
New Delhi, November 16, 2007.

529. Memorandum on Cooperation between the Foreign Service Institute
of the Ministry of External Affairs of the Republic of India and the
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech
Republic.
New Delhi, November 16, 2007.

GERMANY
530. Briefing by Official Spokesperson on the visit of German Chancellor

Dr. Angela Merkel.
New Delhi, October 29, 2007.

531. Joint Press Conference by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh
and Chancellor of Federal Republic of Germany Dr. Angela Merkel.
New Delhi, October 30, 2007.

532. Joint Statement on the Further Development of the Strategic and
Global Partnership between India and Germany.
New Delhi, October 30, 2007.
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GREECE
533. Address of President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam to the thinkers of Greece

organized by Eliamep, Athens, Greece.
Athens, April 26, 2007.

534. Speech by President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam at the banquet hosted
by the President of the Hellenic Republic Karolos Papoulias.
 Athens, April 26, 2007.

ITALY
535. Joint Statement issued on the occasion of the Visit of the President

of the Council of Ministers of Italy, Prof. Romano Prodi.
New Delhi, February 15, 2007.

536. Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the
Republic of India and the Government of Italy for setting up a Joint
Working Group on Combating International Terrorism and
Transnational Crime.
New Delhi, February 15, 2007.

NETHERLANDS
537. Speech of President Shrimati Pratibha Devisingh Patil at a banquet

in honour of the Queen of the Netherlands.
New Delhi, October 24, 2007.

PORTUGAL
538. Speech of President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam at a banquet in honour

of the Portuguese President Prof. Anibal Cavaco Silva.
New Delhi, January 11, 2007.

539. Agreement on Extradition between the Republic of India and the
Portuguese Republic.
New Delhi, January 11, 2007.

540. Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs on the
visit of Minister of State Anand Sharma to Portugal.
New Delhi, June 12, 2007.

541. Joint Press Interaction by the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh
and Portuguese Prime Minister Mr. Jose Socrates.
New Delhi, December 1, 2007.

RUSSIA
542. Joint Statement on the outcome of the official visit of Russian

President Vladimir V. Putin.
New Delhi, January 25, 2007.

543. Joint Statement by the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and
the Russian President Vladimir Putin on cooperation in the field of
peaceful uses of Atomic Energy.
New Delhi, January 25, 2007.
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544. Joint Press Conference of President of Russian Federation Vladimir
Putin and Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh.
New Delhi, January 25, 2007.

545. Speech of President Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam at the banquet in
honour of the Russian President Vladimir V. Putin.
New Delhi, January 25, 2007.

546. Memorandum of Intent between the Department of Atomic Energy,
the Government of the Republic of India and Federal Atomic Energy
Agency, the Russian Federation on Development of Cooperation
in the Construction of Additional Nuclear Power Plant Units at
Kudankulam Site as well as in the Construction of Russian Design
Nuclear Power Plants at new sites in the Republic of India.
New Delhi, January 25, 2007.

547. Protocol between the Government of the Republic of India and the
Government of the Russian Federation on holding “Year of Russia
in India” in the year 2008 and “Year of India in Russia” in the year
2009.
New Delhi, January 25, 2007.

548. Plan of major events to commemorate the 60th  Anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the Russian
Federation and the Republic of India.
January 30, 2007.

549. Question in the Lok Sabha: “Visit of Russian President”.
New Delhi, March 7, 2007.

550. Press Release issued by the Ministry of External Affairs  on
consultations between Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon and
the Russian First Deputy Foreign Minister Andrei Denisov as part
of the Foreign Office Consultation Programme.
New Delhi, April 10, 2007.

551. Message of External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on the
occasion of the release of the photo album published by the Russian
Embassy and RIA Novosti on the occasion of 60th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations between India and the
Russian Federation.
New Delhi, April 13, 2007.

552. Briefing by Official Spokesperson on External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee's visit to Russia.
New Delhi, October 10, 2007.

553. Article by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee in the daily
Hindustan Times to mark 60 years of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between India and Russia.
New Delhi, October 12, 2007.
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554. Statement by External Affairs Minister at the 13th Session of the
India - Russia Inter Governmental Commission on Trade,
Economic, Scientific, Technological & Cultural Cooperation.
Moscow, October 12, 2007.

555. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the Joint
Press Interaction following the India-Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission Session.
Moscow, October 12, 2007.

556. Remarks by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the
Indian Business Alliance (IBA) meeting.
Moscow, October 12, 2007.

557. Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on the signing of the
landmark Agreement between India and Russia on the Joint
Development and Production of Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft.
New Delhi, October 18, 2007.

558. Response of Official Spokesperson to questions relating to the
visit of External Affairs Minister to Russia.
New Delhi, October 18, 2007.

559. Press Release of the Ministry of Defence on the visit of Defence
Minister A. K. Antony to Moscow.
New Delhi, October 18, 2007.

560. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs announcing   visit
of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh to Russia.
New Delhi, November 6, 2007.

561. Interview of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh with RIA Novosti.
November 9, 2007.

562. Statement of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh before his
departure for Russia.
New Delhi, November 11, 2007.

563. Opening Remarks of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at Joint
Press Interaction with Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Moscow, November 12, 2007.

564. Speech of Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at the meeting of
Indian and Russian businessmen.
Moscow, November 12,2007.
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565. Agreement between the Federal Space Agency and the Indian
Space Research Organisation on Cooperation in the filed of Joint
Moon Exploration within the Framework of the Agreement between
the Government of the Republic of India and the Government of
the Russian Federation on Cooperation in the field of Exploration
and Use of Outer Space for Peaceful Purposes.
Moscow, November 12, 2007.

566. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and
the Government of the Russian Federation on Cooperation to
Combat Illicit Trafficking in Narcotics, Psychotropic Substances
and their Precursors.
Moscow, November 12, 2007.

567. General Letter of Exchange on Utilization of Rupee debt funds for
Russian investments in India.
Moscow, November 12, 2007

SERBIA
568. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

Minister of State Anand Sharma to Serbia, 16-17 September 2007.
New Delhi, September 17, 2007.

569. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and
the Government of the Republic of Serbia on Visa Exemption for
Holders of Diplomatic and Official Passports.
Belgrade, September 17, 2007.

570. Memorandum of Understanding on Mutual Cooperation Between
the Foreign Service Institute, Ministry of External Affairs, the
Republic of India and the Diplomatic Academy, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Republic of Serbia.
Belgrade, September 17, 2007.

SLOVAK REPUBLIC
571. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

Minister of State Anand Sharma to Slovakia, 22-24 March 2007.
New Delhi, March 25, 2007.

SWEDEN
572. Media Briefing by Official Spokesperson on visit of the Foreign

Minister of Sweden.
New Delhi, May 4, 2007.

SWITZERLAND
573. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the visit of

Swiss President Ms. Micheline Calmy-Rey.
New Delhi, November 5, 2007.
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574. Speech of President Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil at a Banquet in
honour of the Swiss President Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey.
New Delhi, November 7, 2007.

UNITED KINGDOM
575. Press Release issued by the High Commission of India in London

on the visit of Minister of State Anand Sharma to UK.
London, September 21, 2007.

576. Press Release issued by the High Commission of India in London
on the visit of External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee to London.
London, October 4, 2007.

577. Press Release of the High Commission of India in the United
Kingdom on the visit of Minister of State Anand Sharma to London.
London, November 15, 2007.

SECTION-VIII
INDIA AND THE UNITED NATIONS

578. Press Statement on the meeting of High-Level officials of Brazil,
Germany, India and Japan on United Nations Security Council
Reform.
New Delhi, April 19, 2007.

579A. Report on the remarks of Minister of State Anand Sharma on the
UN Security Council Reforms.
New York, June 16, 2007.

579B. Resolution adopted by the General Assembly: A/RES/61/271 of
27 June 2007 to observe the International Day of Non-violence.
New York, June 27, 2007.

580. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the election of
Dr. Arjun Sengupta as Chairman of the Inter-Governmental Working
Groups of the Human Rights Council on the Right to Development.
New Delhi, September 18, 2007.

581. Statement by External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the
General Debate of the 62nd UN General Assembly.
New York, October 1, 2007.

582. Observance of the First International Non-Violence Day at the
Special Plenary Session of the United Nations General Assembly:
Speech of Ms. Sonia Gandhi.
New York, October 2, 2007.
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583. Press Release of the Ministry of External Affairs on the election of
India by the UN General Assembly to the Independent Audit
Advisory Committee and the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions.
New Delhi, November 2, 2007.

584. Remarks by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 9 - Report of the Security Council and Agenda
Item 122 - Equitable Representation on and increase in the
Membership of the Security Council and other related matters -
Joint Debate in the General Assembly.
New York, November 13, 2007.

DISARMAMENT
585. Statement by Permanent Representative to the Conference on

Disarmament Jayant Prasad on Nuclear Disarmament at the
Conference on Disarmament.
Geneva, February 13, 2007.

586. Remarks by Permanent Representative to the Conference on
Disarmament Jayant Prasad at the Plenary Meeting on the
Presidential Proposal for a draft decision at the Conference on
Disarmament.
Geneva, March 23, 2007.

587. Remarks by Permanent Representative to the Conference on
Disarmament Jayant Prasad at the Plenary meeting of the
Conference on Disarmament.
Geneva, May 16, 2007.

588. Statement by Permanent Representative to the Conference on
Disarmament Jayant Prasad at the Preparatory Committee Meeting
for the First Conference of High Contracting Parties to Protocol V
on Explosive Remnants of War.
June 18, 2007.

589. Remarks by Permanent Representative to the Conference on
Disarmament Jayant Prasad at the Plenary Meeting of the
Conference on Disarmament.
Geneva, June 19, 2007.

590. Statement by Permanent Representative to the Conference on
Disarmament Jayant Prasad at the Meeting of Experts of the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and
on Their Destruction (BTWC).
August 20, 2007.
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591. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Ms. Sushma Swaraj at the First Committee
of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 16, 2007.

592. Statement by Permanent Representative to the Conference on
Disarmament Ambassador Jayant Prasad at the Ninth Annual
Conference of the States Parties to Amended Protocol II to the
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May by Deemed to be Excessively
Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects.
Geneva, November 6, 2007.

593. Statement by Permanent Representative of India to the Conference
on Disarmament Jayant Prasad at the Plenary of the Convention
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional
Weapons Which May by Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to
have Indiscriminate Effects.
Geneva, November 7, 2007.

594. Statement by Permanent Representative to the Conference on
Disarmament and Head of the Indian Delegation Jayant Prasad at
the 2007 meeting of the states parties to the Convention on the
Prohibition of Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their
destruction.
December 10, 2007.

SECTION-IX
UNITED NATION

INDIA AT THE UNITED NATIONS

595. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen at
the handover ceremony of the Chairmanship of the Group of 77.
New York, January 10, 2007.

596. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 47: Integrated and Coordinated implementation
of and follow up to the outcome of the major United Nations
Conferences and Summits in the Economic, Social and Related
fields; Agenda Item 113: Follow up to the outcome of the Millennium
Summit and Agenda Item No. 149: United Nations Reforms:
Measures and Proposals, in order to discuss the progress achieved
in the work of the Peace-building Commission at the United Nations
General Assembly.
New York, February 6, 2007.
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597. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on ‘promoting full employment and decent work for all’ taking into
account its under-relations with poverty eradication and social
integration [Agenda Item 3(a)] at the 45th session of the Commission
for Social Development.
New York, February 10, 2007.

598. Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN Ajai
Malhotra at the General Debate of the Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations.
New York, February 27, 2007.

599. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on the Situation in Afghanistan at the Security Council.
New York,  March 20, 2007.

600. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 113: Follow up to the Outcome of the Millennium
Summit: Report of the Secretary General (A/61/836):
Recommendations contained in the Report of the High Level Panel
of the United Nations System-wide Coherence in the areas of
Development, Humanitarian Assistance and the Environment at
the 61st session of the UNGA.
New York, April 16, 2007.

601. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on the Relationship between Energy, Security and Climate at the
UN Security Council.
New York, April 17, 2007.

602. Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN Ajai
Malhotra at the 29th session of the Committee on Information.
New York, May 2, 2007.

603. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 46: Follow up to the Outcome of the twenty-sixth
special session: Implementation of the Declaration of Commitment
on HIV Aids at the 61st session of the UNGA.
New York, May 21, 2007.

604. Statement by Joint Secretary (Technical Cooperation) of the
Ministry of External Affairs Ms. Primrose Sharma on South-South
Cooperation for development at the 15th session of the high-level
Committee on South – South Cooperation.
New York, May 29, 2007.

605. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
at the informal meeting on Revitalization of the General Assembly
at the 61st session of the UNGA.
New York, June 12, 2007.
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606. Statement by Minister of State Anand Sharma while introducing
the draft resolution on “International Day of Non-Violence” at the
UNGA.
New York, June 15, 2007.

607. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
at the informal consultations of the plenary on the UN High Level
Panel Report:  Humanitarian Assistance.
New York, June 20, 2007.

608. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
at the informal consultations of the plenary on the UN High Level
Panel Report: “Gender Entity”.
New York, June 21, 2007.

609. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on the maintenance of International Peace and Security: Natural
Resources and Conflict at the Security Council.
New York, June 25, 2007.

610. Remarks by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen at
the meeting of the open-ended working group on the Question of
Equitable Representation on and increase in the membership of
the Security Council and other matters related to the Security
Council.
New York, July 19,, 2007.

611. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
at the Thematic debate on climate change in the 61st session of
the UNGA.
New York, August 1, 2007.

612. Statement by Finance Minister and Special Envoy of the Prime
Minister P. Chidambaram during high level event on climate change
convened by the Secretary General: “The Future In Our Hands:
Addressing the Leadership Challenge of Climate Change” at the
Thematic Plenary on the “Challenge of Adaptation  - from
Vulnerability to Resilience”.
New York, September 24, 2007.

613. Statement by Chairperson of the United Progressive Alliance Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi on the occasion of the first observance of the
International Day of Non-Violence at the informal plenary of the
UN General Assembly.
New York, October 2, 2007.
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614 Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 62 [a] Implementation of the outcome of the World
Summit for Social Development and of the 24th special session of
the General Assembly [b] Social Development, including question
relating to the World Social Situation  and to Youth, Ageing,
Disabled Persons and the Family, and [c] follow up to the
International Year of Older Persons; Second World Assembly on
Agending at the 3rd Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 9, 2007.

615. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on the Report of the Peace-building Commission and the Report
of the Secretary General on the Peace-building Fund at the 62nd

session of the UNGA.
New York, October 10, 2007.

616. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 106: Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and
Agenda Item 107: International Drug Control at the Third Committee
of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 11, 2007.

617. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 108: Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism
at the 6th Committee of the 62ned session of the UNGA.
New York, October 11, 2007.

618. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Rameshwar Oraon in the General Debate of
he Special Political and Decolonization (Fourth) Committee at the
62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 15, 2007.

619. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN  Subash Maharia on Agenda Item 80: Criminal
Accountability of the UN Official and Experts at the 6th Committee
of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 15, 2007.

620. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on the question of  Afghanistan at the Security Council.
New York, October 15, 2007.

621. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Santosh Bagrodia on Agenda Item 52: Macro-
economic Policy Questions; [b] International Financial System and
Development; and [c] External Debt Crisis and Development at
the Second Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 15, 2007.
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622. Statement by Member of Parliament and member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN  Ms. Sushma Swaraj at the First Committee
of 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 16, 2007.

623. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Dr. Rameshwar Oraon on Agenda Item 85:
Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the UN and on
the strengthening of the role of the Organization at the 6th

Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 16, 2007.

624. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Prasanna Acharya on Agenda Item 63: [a]
Advancement of Women and [b] Implementation of the outcome
of the Fourth World Conference on Women and of the 23rd special
session of the UNGA at the Third Committee of the 62nd session of
the UNGA.
New York, October 16, 2007.

625. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Ms. Sushma Swaraj on Agenda Item 64 [a]
and [b] -  New Partnership for Africa’s Development: Progress in
Implementation and International Support and Agenda Item 47:
Decade of roll-back of malaria in developing countries particularly
in Africa at the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 18, 2007.

626. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Santosh Bagrodia on Agenda Item No. 61:
[a] to [c] – Operational Activities for the Development of the UN
system; Triennial Comprehensive Policy Review of Operational
Activities for Development of the UN system; and South – South
Cooperation for Development at the Second Committee of the 62nd

session of the UNGA.
New York, October 18, 2007.

627. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Rameshwar Oraon in the Special Political
and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) on Agenda Item
35: Questions Relating to Information.
New York, October 22, 2007.

628. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Subash Maharia on Agenda Item 81: Report
of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on
Work of its 40th session at the 6th Committee of the 62nd session of
the UNGA.
New York, October 22, 2007.
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629. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Mrs. Sushma Swaraj on Agenda Item No.70:
Human Rights Question: [a] Implementation of Human Rights
Instruments; [b] Celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights at the 3rd Committee of the 62nd

session of the UNGA.
New York, October 23, 2007.

630. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Prasanna Acharya on Agenda Item128: Capital
Master Plan at the 5th Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 23, 2007.

631. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 78: Responsibility of States for Internationally
Wrongful Acts at the 6th Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 23, 2007.

632. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Santosh Bagrodia on Financing for
Development at the High Level Dialogue of the UNGA.
New York, October 24, 2007.

633. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Rameshwar Oraon on Agenda Item 31:
International Cooperation in the peaceful uses of Outer Space in
the General Debate of the Special Political and Decolonization
Committee [Fourth Committee] of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 25, 2007.

634. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Subhash Maharia on Agenda Item 86: The
Rule of Law at the National and International level at the Sixth
Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 25, 2007.

635. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 128: Proposed program budget for the biennium
2008-09 at the Fifth Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 26, 2007.

636. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Prasanna Acharya on Agenda Item 52[a]:
Macroeconomic Policy Questions: International Trade and
Development at the Second Committee of the 62nd session of the
UNGA.
New York, October 26, 2007.
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637. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Aruna Kumar Vundavalli on Agenda Item 87:
Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency at the 62nd

session of the UNGA.
New York, October 29, 2007.

638. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN on the Agenda Item 30: Effects of Atomic
Radiation in the Fourth Committee [Special Political and
Decolonization] of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 29, 2007.

639. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Saleem I. Shervani on Agenda Item 48:
Integrated and Coordinated Implementation of and follow up to
the outcomes of the major United Nations Conference and Summits
in the Economic, Social and Related Fields at the 62nd session of
the UNGA.
New York, October 30, 2007.

640. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN A. Krishnaswamy on Agenda Item 82: Report
of the International Law Commission: Chapter VI: Expulsion of
Aliens; Chapter VII: Effects of Armed Conflicts on Treaties; Chapter
VIII: Responsibility of International Organizations; Chapter X: Other
Decisions and Recommendations at the Sixth Committee of he
62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, October 30, 2007.

641. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Mohammad Salim on Agenda Item 21:
Necessity of ending Economic, Commercial and Financial Embargo
imposed by the United States of America against Cuba at the 62nd

session of the UNGA.
New York, October 30, 2007.

642. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Aruna Kumar Vundavalli on Agenda Item 70:
Human Rights Questions; [b]: Human Rights Questions, including
alternative approaches for improving the effective enjoyment of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; [c] Human Rights
Questions: Human Rights Situations and Reports of Special
Rapporteurs and Representatives; and [e] Convention of the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities at th e Third Committee of the 62nd

session of the UNGA.
New York, October 31, 2007.
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643. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Shripad Yasso Naik on Agenda Item 45 [a]
and [b]: Sports for Peace and Development at the 62nd session of
the UNGA.
New York, October 31, 2007.

644. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN T. C. Gehlot on Agenda Item 55:
Implementation of he outcome of the United Nations Conferences
on Human Settlements [Habitat ii] and strengthening of the UN
Human Settlement Program (UN-habitat] at the Second Committee
of the 62 session of the UNGA.
New York, October 31, 2007.

645. Statement of Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN A. Krishnaswamy on Agenda Item 73: Report
of the International Court of Justice at the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 1, 2007.

646. Statement of Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Aruna Kumar Vundavalli on Agenda Item 82:
Report of the International Law Commission – Chapter IV:
Reservations to Treaties; Chapter V: Shared Natural Resources;
Chapter IX: the Obligation to Extradite or Prosecute at the Sixth
Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 1, 2007.

647. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Mohammad Salim on Agenda Item 56:
Globalization and Interdependence at the Second Committee of
the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 1, 2007.

648. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Mohammad Salim on Agenda Item 34:
Comprehensive Review of the whole question of Peacekeeping
Operation in all their aspects at the Fourth Committee of the 62nd

session of the UNGA.
New York, November 5, 2007.

649. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Aruna Kumar Vundavalli on Agenda Item 65:
Report of the Human Rights Council at the Third Committee of the
62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 5, 2007.
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650. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN A. Krishnaswamy on Agenda Item 57: Groups
of Countries in Special Situations: [a] Third UN Conference on the
Least Developed Countries; [b] Specific Actions related to the
Particular Needs and Problems of Landlocked Developing
Countries: Outcome of the Third International Ministerial
Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries and
Donor Countries and International Financial and Development
Institutions on Transit Transport Cooperation at the Second
Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 5, 2007.

651. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian Delegation
to the UN T. C. Gehlot on Agenda Item 12: Support by the United Nations
System of the efforts of Governments to promote and consolidate New
or Restored Democracies at the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 5, 2007.

652. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN S. Y. Naik on Agenda Item 51: Information
and Communication Technologies for development at the Second
Committee of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 5, 2007.

653. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Aruna Kumar Vundavalli on Agenda Item 58:
Eradication of Poverty and other development issues; [a]
Implementation of the First United Nations Decade for the
Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006); [b] Women in the Development;
[c] Human Resources Development at the Second Committee of
the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 6, 2007.

654. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Shripad Yasso Naik on Agenda Item 33:
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East at the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 8, 2007.

655. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Arun Kumar Vundavalli on Agenda Item 68:
Elimination of Racism and Racial Discrimination and Agenda Item
71: Right of Peoples to Self-determination at the Third Committee
of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 8, 2007.
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656. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Vijay Krishna at the 2007 Pledging
Conference for Development Activities at the Second Committee
of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 12, 2007.

657. Statement by Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of India at the
UN Mrs. Neeru Chaddha on Agenda Item 157: Report of the
Committee on relations with the host country at the Sixth Committee
of the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 12, 2007.

658. Remarks by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda Item 9- Report of the Security Council and  Agenda
Item 122: Equitable Representation on and Increase in the
Membership of the Security Council and other related matters –
Joint Debate in the General Assembly.
New York, November 13, 2007.

659. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Sachin Pilot on Agenda Item 53: Follow-up
to and Implementation of the Outcome of the International
Conference on Financing for Development at the Second
Committee of the 62nd Session of the UNGA,
New York, November 14, 2007.

660. Statement by Acting Permanent Representative at the UN Ajai
Malhotra on Agenda Item 121: Revitalization of the work of the
General Assembly at the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 26, 2007.

661. Statement by Member of Parliament and Member of the Indian
Delegation to the UN Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury on Agenda Item
33: Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian people and other
Arabs of the Occupied Territories at the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 13, 2007.

662. Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN Ajay
Malhotra on Agenda Item 13: The role of Diamonds in fueling
conflict at the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, November 26, 2007.

663. Statement by Minister of State E. Ahamed on Agenda item: 17 &
18 “The Situation In The Middle East” & “Question of Palestine”.
New York, November 30, 2007.
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664. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
on Agenda item: 77[A] & [B] – Oceans and the Law of the Sea at
the 62nd session of the UNGA.
New York, December 10, 2007.

665. Statement by Permanent Representative at the UN Nirupam Sen
at the meeting of open-ended Working Group on the Question of
Equitable Representation on  and Increase in the Membership of
the Security Council and other related matters at the 62nd session
of the UNGA.
New York, December 14, 2007.
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